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GERMANE LEGISLATION 
IN THE EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS 

 
 

 
N.M. Const. Art IV 
Sec. 5. [Time and length of sessions; items considered in even-numbered 
years.]  
A.   Each regular session of the legislature shall begin annually at 12:00 
noon on the third Tuesday of January. Every regular session of the 
legislature convening during an odd-numbered year shall remain in session 
not to exceed sixty days, and every regular session of the legislature 
convening during an even-numbered year shall remain in session not to 
exceed thirty days. No special session of the legislature shall exceed thirty 
days.     
B.   Every regular session of the legislature convening during an even-
numbered year shall consider only the following:     
(1)  budgets, appropriations and revenue bills;     
(2)  bills drawn pursuant to special messages of the governor; and     
(3)  bills of the last previous regular session vetoed by the governor.   
(As amended November 5, 1940, November 5, 1946, and November 3, 
1964.)   
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NMAC 2014 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

 

SHORT TITLE LEAD AFFILIATE PAGE 
Property tax equity Assessors  
Non-residential sales disclosure Assessors  
Notice of liens Clerks  
Medicaid benefits suspension Commissioners  
Detention gross receipts tax Detention 

Administrators 
 

Delinquent property tax 
collections 

Treasurers  

Delinquent property tax list Treasurers  
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RESIDENTIAL VALUATION LIMITATION & EQUITY   

FOR NM RESIDENTS 

 

House Bill 521, 2013 Regular Session 

Introduced by Representative Ed Sandoval,  

passed the House Tax Committee, but died on adjournment. 

 

• House Bill 521 addressed the “Tax Lightning” problem, which strikes new 
homeowners when they purchase a home and there is no longer a 3% cap on 
valuation increases. 

• The bill created equitable, transparent, and understandable residential property 
tax valuations by reducing the current disparity between homeowner valuations. 

• It moved all taxpayers to not less than 70% of value in 2014, and not less than 
85% of value in the following year.   

• It created more equitable values for residential property owners and locked in 
lower values for the long term and senior New Mexico homeowners. 

The bill supported the original intent and spirit of the value cap law instituted by Speaker 
Ben Lujan, which was to ensure that people who have lived in their homes for 10 or 20 
years, and especially senior citizens, do not lose their homes because of increases in 
property valuation.   

 

HB 521 was endorsed by the Realtors Association of New Mexico and by the New 
Mexico Association of Counties. 
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DISCLOSURE OF NON-RESIDENTIAL SALES TO ASSESSORS 

Senate Bill 117 

Introduced by Senator George Munoz 

For the Revenue Stabilization & Tax Policy Committee 

 

Died on adjournment, in Senate Committee 

 

 

Senate Bill 117 would have required affidavits on real property sold in a 
county to be filed with the County Assessor.  The Legislative Finance 
Committee’s Fiscal Impact Report (FIR) commented that the proposed 
measure would increase information available to assessors, and therefore 
result in more “current and correct” assessment levels among non-
residential properties.  Under those circumstances, revenues flowing to 
various property tax recipients (the state, school districts, and other entities 
would be likely to increase, according to the FIR.  
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Excerpted statement by federal CMS/HSD policy advisor, regarding new Medicaid 
coverage opportunities available through the Affordable Care Act: 

 . . . incarceration does not preclude an individual from being determined 
Medicaid-eligible.  ( Emphasis added.)   Inmates are permitted to file an application for 
Medicaid coverage during the time of their incarceration, and assuming they meet all 
applicable Medicaid eligibility requirements, may be enrolled in the Medicaid program 
before, during, and after the period of time spent in the correctional facility.    
Incarceration does, however, affect the state’s ability to claim federal financial 
participation (FFP).  We have previously informed state that this is a payment exclusion 
only, not an eligibility exclusion, and does not affect the eligibility of the individual inmate 
for the Medicaid program.  States can receive FFP for Medicaid-covered state plan 
services provided to Medicaid-enrolled inmates, when inmates become inpatients in 
hospitals, nursing facilities, juvenile psychiatric facilities, or intermediate care facilities.  
Furthermore, the payment exclusion does not apply when the inmate is paroled, on 
probation, or on home release, except when the individual reports to the prison for an 
overnight stay.  However, the exclusion does apply where the individual is an inmate 
awaiting criminal proceedings, penal dispositions, or other involuntary detainment 
determinations. 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has a longstanding policy 
that permits states to establish a process under which a Medicaid-eligible inmate 
is placed in a suspended eligibility status while the inmate exclusion is 
applicable.  (Emphasis added.)  This suspension process prevents the state from 
erroneously claiming FFP for services furnished to the incarcerated individual, while 
ensuring that the individual returns to active enrollment when the inmate exclusion no 
longer applies (absent a redetermination that results in a termination for other reasons).  
In fact we have informed states that there is no legal basis for terminating the Medicaid 
eligibility of inmates of public institutions solely on the basis of their status as inmates.  
The suspension policy provides for continuity of care so that the individual can 
immediately access covered benefits when the inmate exclusion no longer applies, and 
enables the state to receive FFP for such benefits. . . .   

 
Taken from e-mail sent on June 18, 2013 by Marielle Kress MPP, Policy Advisor, 
Children & Adults Health Programs Group, Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services, 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services.   
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PRE-RELEASE MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR INCARCERATED PERSONS 
 

Senate Bill 65, 2013 Regular Session 
Introduced by Senator Jerry Ortiz y Pino 

Passed both houses, but was vetoed by the Governor 
 

 
 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE & GUBERNATORIAL ACTION 
The original bill required the Human Services Department, along with correctional 
facilities, to ensure that incarcerated persons who are eligible for Medicaid, are able to 
access their Medicaid benefits immediately up release.  The Senate Public Affairs 
Committee substitute added several requirements to the Human Services Department. 
The bill was finally amended on the Senate floor to expand slightly the affected parties, 
to include administrators of all facilities confining incarcerated individuals (and therefore 
to include counties); to strike the exclusion stating that the assessment process cannot 
take place less than ten days before release; and to require the Human Services 
Department to suspend but not terminate a Medicaid-eligible individual within the first 
year of the individual’s entry into incarceration.   
  
 
The Governor’s veto message stated that, while she supported the intention of SB 65, it 
placed an unfunded burden on several state agencies and duplicated existing 
agreements between several departments. She further stated that the cabinet 
secretaries of those departments are committed to closing the incarceration benefits 
loophole, through an administrative process. 
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