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2015 NMAC LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

 
The following were selected as priorities by the NMAC Board of Directors for the 2015 session. 
They are listed with their originating entity: Affiliate, Policy or Executive Committee, and are 
not in numerical order.  
 

• Safety Net Care Pool 
Reinstate sunset clause in SB268 so that counties obligation to fund the Safety Net Care Pool 
will expire at the end of 2018 to coincide with the expiration of the state Medicaid waiver 
with CMS. (Health Care Policy Committee) 
 
• Tax Roll Corrections 
Authorizes the County Treasurer in conjunction with the County Assessor to make changes 
to the tax schedule and clarifies the authority and reasons necessary for tax schedule changes 
to correct obvious errors. (Assessors) 

 
• Delinquent Property Tax Payments 
Authorize County Treasurers to receive all payments of property taxes, including those 
turned over to the Property Tax Division of the Taxation & Revenue Department for 
collection and placed on installment agreements. (Treasurers) 

 
• Job Creation and IRB Act Improvement 
Allow counties to increase economic growth and job creation by expanding the list of 
projects eligible for an IRB, and removing the complaint process for certain IRB projects.  
(Managers and Executive Committee) 

 
• Restore Detention Facilities Funding 
Restore funding for the County Detention Facilities Reimbursement Act to $5 million. 
(Detention Administrators) 

 
• Keep Southwest Chief /Amtrak Service 
Support the continuation of Amtrak’s SW Chief and create reasonable funding alternatives. 
(Commissioners) 
 
• Public Lands Task Force (Memorial) 
Create a task force to evaluate state and county dependence on federal revenue, conduct an 
inventory of federal land ownership within the state, and study the legal, economic and 
practical impact of a potential transfer of certain public lands from the federal government to 
the state. (Public Lands & Natural Resources Policy Committee) 
 
• Inmate Options (Memorial) 
Study housing options and service delivery for detention inmates with special medical and 
mental health needs. (Commissioners) 
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NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, The 2014 Legislature passed and the Governor signed SB 268, which included a three-year 
sunset that was intended to allow a pilot period and subsequent reassessment of funding for the new 
State Safety Net Care Pool (SNCP); and 

WHEREAS, counties want time to assess the full impact of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid 
expansion; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor line-item vetoed some provisions of the bill, striking the three-year sunset 
clause, making county contributions to the SNCP a mandate in perpetuity, thereby significantly increasing 
that appropriation; and 

WHEREAS, on August 7, 2014 the Board of Directors approved the resolution on SB 268 Hospital 
Funding as a priority, which among other things proposed to remove the county responsibility to fund the 
SNCP; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors now approves a long term goal to remove the county responsibility to 
fund the SNCP and substitutes the October 17, 2014 resolution for the August 7, 2014 resolution on 
SNCP funding for the 2015 legislation set forth herein. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New Mexico Association of Counties support legislation 
as an NMAC 2015 priority, that would restore the sunset on the mandated county funding of the Safety 
Net Care Pool and with an extra year to coincide with the expiration of the Medicaid waiver through 2018. 
 

Signed __ ______________                         Date____10/17/2014_________ 

NMAC President           
    

 

1. Short Title or Subject Restoring SNCP Sunset Clause + Extra Year 
2. Affected Affiliates Health Services, Managers, Commissioners 
3. Impact on County Revenues/Finance $27 million per year 
4. Legislation Resolution or Policy Statement 
Or Resolution for Congressional Delegation 

Legislation Resolution 

5. Requested as NMAC Legislative Priority  Yes 
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NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

MANAGERS AFFILIATE AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

County Industrial Revenue Bond Improvements 

 

WHEREAS, counties understand the economic needs of their communities and play a critical 
role in local economic development; and 

WHEREAS, New Mexico counties recognize the economic development incentives that are 
available to promote business and economic growth at the local level; and 

WHEREAS, counties across the county compete both to retain existing jobs and businesses and 
to secure new jobs and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, counties in New Mexico wish to maintain a competitive advantage over counties 
across the country in business retention, developing housing options, and recruiting new 
business and industry; and 

WHEREAS, one of the foremost economic development tools available to counties in New 
Mexico is industrial revenue bonding; and 

WHEREAS, under the New Mexico County Industrial Revenue Bond Act, Sections 4-59-1 to 16 
NMSA 1978, there are a variety of projects that qualify for  county-issued industrial revenue 
bonds (IRBs); and 

WHEREAS, many projects that could contribute to economic and job growth, including the 
extractive phase of mining and skilled workforce housing, do not now qualify for  county-issued 
IRBs; and 

WHEREAS, currently Section 4-59-15, NMSA 1978, provides that an existing business within a 
county or within five miles of a proposed county IRB project may file a complaint with the State 
Board of Finance alleging direct or substantial competition with the proposed project; and 

WHEREAS the IRB complaint provision creates uncertainty and significantly delays economic 
development efforts of counties throughout the state, and 

WHEREAS, the inclusion of the IRB complaint process in the County IRB Act, but not in the 
Municipal IRB Act provides an unnecessary economic disadvantage for counties.   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New Mexico Association of Counties supports 
legislation that expands the list of eligible projects for IRBs to include housing development and 
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