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City of Berkeley Plant Debris & Food 
Waste Collection Program
 Utilizes a 2.5 gallon kitchen container, and the brush/bulk container for 

curbside collection 

 32 or 64 gallon green roll cart for curb service (nothing over 130 lbs).

 Tote or brush/bulk container can be lined with compostable liner bags or 
paper (not required)

 Roll cart collection once a week

 Berkeley Transfer Station (BTS) converts organics to mulch/compost

 Website promotes backyard composting

 BTS offers free compost for residents 
 Pick-up once a month from BTS

Source: 2016. Berkeley Public Works. http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/PlantDebris/



Source: 2016. 
Berkeley Public 
Works. 
http://www.ci.berk
eley.ca.us/PlantDe
bris/



City of Madison Organics Collection 
Pilot Program

 Utilizes a 2.5 gallon kitchen container

 Compostable bags not provided by city

 People bring tote collected food to several dumpster aggregate areas 
around city

 Organics not composted but brought to anaerobic digester to turn organic 
waste streams into biogas

 Nutrients of liquid steam used in agriculture as fertilizer

 Separate composting program

Source: 2017. City of Madison, WI.
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/organics/collectOrganics.cfm



Source: BioFerm USA of Madison

Anaerobic Digester Facility



Organic Collection Key Components

 Educate the public on program and costs

 Kitchen container

 Utilization of a 3rd bin (Brush/Bulk Bin) for food waste collection (Berkeley only)
 US Composting bags

 Simultaneously promote household composting 

 Establishment of an eco-center to process organic waste

 Food Digester possible route if:
 Need room for digester and food storage

 Enough organics are collected

 Market for nutrients/biogas exists near facility



Source: City of Madison, Core Tip Sheet. 
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/documents/Coretipsheet.pdf



Applicable to Los Alamos?

 Kitchen containers 

 Utilization of a 3rd bin (Brush/Bulk Bin) for food waste collection (in process)

 Household composting possible, but... bears

 Environmental Laws for Food Waste Collection

 We already have an eco-center but need more capacity

 Food Digester and composting both require land
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