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Introduction/Executive Summary 
On July 26, 2005, County Council endorsed the Transportation Board's recommendation of the Bicycle 

Transportation System, a document formalizing the practice of considering bicycle improvements during 

major maintenance, reconstruction or construction of roadway facilities and establishes bicycle routes 

and priorities.  This document plan was produced through the Transportation Board’s Bicycle 

Subcommittee. Along with numerous public meetings, the subcommittee issued polls to gauge citizen 

interest in bicycling as a form of transportation. The polls indicated that citizens favored adding bicycle 

and pedestrian infrastructure throughout the County and in a percentage comparable to other bicycle 

friendly communities that already use their bicycles as a form of transportation to school and work.  The 

mission of the subcommittee was to connect cyclists from their homes to their destinations in a friendly 

manner. Therefore, routes were chosen to connect residential communities to destinations, particularly 

through collectors and arterials, and where possible, encouraging connectivity on State and LANL routes. 

The routes also focus on a 1-mile radius of local schools to address “safe Routes to School” concerns. 

Over the years several bicycle facility improvements were implemented countywide, including some of 

the priorities listed in the 2005 document. In 2016, a citizen petition was brought before the County 

Council concerning bicycle trail access throughout the town site for citizens of all abilities.  

Subsequently, a subcommittee of citizens and staff was formed at the direction of the Transportation 

Board. From their involvement, a planning map was developed linking points of interest within the town 

site utilizing the existing transportation framework with potential off-street, multi-use paths and on-

road improvements. On this map, a “High-Priority Corridor” was identified. The County Council has 

shown its continued support by endorsing this map for inclusion in the update and development of a 

Bicycle Transportation Plan. In January 2017 the Transportation Board requested that a bicycle 

subcommittee be formed to work towards this end. In February 2017, County staff from Public Works, 

Parks Recreation & Open Space, Community Development, and the County Manager’s Office, along with 

Bandelier National Park’s superintendent and interested citizens, began meeting to assemble a 

document aimed towards creating a comprehensive transportation network focusing on bicycle 

facilities.   

Plan Goals 
More bicycle facilities, effective system, reduced barriers to bicycling. 

Subcommittee objectives: 

 Enhancing quality of life, tourism, economic development, i.e. events—refer to council strategic 

goals and comp plan goals 

 Incorporate interpretive opportunities into the bicycle transportation system (geologic, 

history/homesteading, etc.) 

 Enhance and facilitate bike use for residents and tourists  

 Higher designation as bike friendly community by League of American Bicyclists 

 Create more and better bikeways as part of comprehensive network 

 Improve bicycle facility safety, design, and maintenance 

 Improve crossings 
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 Provide bicycle parking 

 Remove the “fear” of bicycling 

 Improve public image as a safe mode of travel 

 Increase bicycle use in the County  

How: 

 Incorporate bike facilities in new and existing roadways 

 Provide connectivity (neighborhoods to destinations via public transportation, walking, etc.) 

 Provide signage and online tools for wayfinding 

 Use “Safe Routes to School” 

 Create incentives to ride a bike 

 Integrate the plan and need for bike facilities into planning stage for new development and 

redevelopment 

 Get Business Buy-In Plan that supports economic development, recreation, and tourism goals 

 Use recreational amenities and opportunities to tie into the transportation system 

 Partner with local groups 

 Include bicycle community at all public events, and give opportunities to educate and encourage 

the community about riding safely, following rules/traffic laws, etc. 

 Help to create a system where all users could use a bike as their main form of transportation. 

The Comprehensive Plan approved in 2016 has identified three key areas found to be valuable and the 

identity of Los Alamos as seen by the community. They are “Housing, Neighborhoods, and Growth,” 

Development, Redevelopment, and Downtown,” and “Open Space, Trails, and Mobility.” The Bicycle 

Transportation Plan is being developed with the intention of enhancing these goals through the County.  

 

Complete Streets 
The United States Department of Transportation identifies complete streets as “streets designed and 

operated to enable safe use and mobility for all users, including people of all ages and abilities, 

regardless of whether they are traveling as drivers, pedestrians or bicyclists or riding public 

transportation.” Complete streets designs are developed to encourage slower speeds of vehicles and 

prevention of conflicts between all modes of transportation. Studies carried out by the National 

Complete Streets Coalition have shown that by implementing the Complete Streets model, local 

economies are stimulated. Motor-vehicle-related crashes that impact drivers, passengers, pedestrians, 

and cyclists contribute to an estimated 180 billion dollars in property damage and health impacts, as 

stated by the American public health association. Further, public transit stands to be subsidized by 

street designs that encourage walking and bicycling for transportation. Another element of complete 

streets includes trees, “which remove substantial volumes of carbon dioxide and other air pollutants, 

catch storm water, and reduce urban heat-island effects, along with creating safer and more sociable 

neighborhoods, contributing to a sense of community, economic viability, environmental sustainability 

and healthier people.” 

New Mexico Senate Memorial 35 was signed in January 2017, along with New Mexico House Memorial 

29, recognizing that all local and tribal governments and state agencies are committed to the safety of 
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all users of roadways in promoting and implementing complete streets throughout New Mexico and 

that complete streets be recognized for its understanding that transportation is about moving people 

and connecting, supporting, and building vibrant communities. National 2015 statistics show 35,092 

transportation fatalities, of which 5,376 were pedestrian fatalities–an increase of 7.2% from 2014, when 

New Mexico had the highest rate of pedestrian fatalities in the nation. It is also estimated that by 2030, 

New Mexico will be fourth in the nation with a population 65 years of age or older. Complete streets will 

provide our aging population with increased travel options with improved safety. The State of New 

Mexico currently has a complete streets leadership team consisting of members statewide with 

technical expertise to develop and advance policy to be implemented into projects to promote safety 

and mobility of all users. 

Locally, resolution 10-32, “Policy for the design of public streets and rights-of-way in Los Alamos 

County,” was developed with the complete streets guiding principles in mind. The policy establishes the 

goals for street, right-of-way and intersection design, and land use decisions to ensure they are mutually 

reinforced, creating synergy through promoting safety health, economic vitality, environmental 

sustainability, and livability throughout the community. 

 

Bike Routes 
 

Destination Connections 
It is the goal of the Transportation Board’s Bicycle Plan Subcommittee to work toward creating a bicycle 

system that connects all notable destination within the County, including residential, commercial, and 

parks and open space. In the Fall of 2016, the County Council approved a “High-Priority” route, by 

recommendation of the Transportation Board and its subcommittee, to respond to a citizen petition to 

develop routes that are safe for people of all abilities to connect to notable destinations in the 

downtown area of Los Alamos and several other points of interest in close proximity. These destinations 

include Fuller Lodge, Mesa Public Library, the Bradbury Museum, the Central Business District, Ashley 

Pond, the Nature Center (PEEC), and the Aquatic Center. 

Economic Development 
This plan will aid in the expansion of the bicycle system within the County, enhancing connectivity and, 

in turn, economic development. With the recent creation of the Manhattan Project National Park, 

tourism is anticipated to increase within Los Alamos. It is the town’s ambition to work with the National 

Park to aid in the establishment of tourist sites, walking tours, and other methods of sharing the story of 

Los Alamos. The Canyon Rim Trail is located, and planned to be located, relatively close to many of the 

sites, within view or “overlook,” and can connect with an ancillary trail directly to sites with historic 

significance. The newly adopted High Priority route connects the planned portion of Canyon Rim Trail 

near 15th and 20th Streets crossing Trinity Drive and following through the downtown area, where 

notable points of interest are located. Economic Development projects currently in process are relatively 

close to potential trail routes and have the potential for future commercial development, an RV Park, 

and residential uses. This plan will enrich these initiatives, provide further economic opportunities for 

bike-share programs, and enhance current and potential future bike tourism events such as Endurofest, 

to increase Los Alamos’ appeal as a tourist destination. 



 

6 
 

 

Applying for a “Bicycle Friendly Community” Award  
It is the goal of the County Council and the Transportation Board to become a Bicycle Friendly 

Community as designated by the League of American Bicyclists. In 2016 an application was submitted to 

the League requesting a designation. Los Alamos County received an Honorable Mention and 

recommendations for achieving a higher award status for a bicycle friendly community (Bronze through 

Diamond). A report card and a feedback report were issued to the County, discussing where the County 

can improve, implement new, and enhance existing areas to provide good steps to achieve a higher 

award. One notable mention was the need for a current bike plan that is being implemented. Both of 

these documents are exhibits to the plan. 

The League sent out a public survey on behalf of the County, aiming to gauge bicycling interest in the 

community and how to improve. The results of the survey are attached hereto in the Exhibits portion of 

the plan. The survey compares data received from the respondents from Los Alamos County with a 

database of all BFC Survey Respondents in the year of the application (2016) and 2012 respondents of a 

NHTSA Survey. Los Alamos County respondents were asked how often they ride their bicycles and for 

what reasons, if they have had any bicycle safety training in the last 5 years, the proximity of bicycle 

facilities, their satisfaction of local government to implement facilities, and the safety factor within the 

community. Overall, Los Alamos County respondents answered similarly to those nationally. The 

majority of respondents ride at least once a month for recreation, exercise, and to commute to work. 

Training opportunities were not prevalent, and transportation bike facilities were typically close to half 

of the respondents, within a quarter a mile. The principal request for the local government is to add 

more bike lanes and paths. Slightly less than half of the respondents believe it is safe to ride a bicycle 

within their neighborhoods, while a measure closer to 15% believe it is unsafe, and the remainder say it 

depends (the main reasons being distracted drivers/riders and few bike lanes and paths). The survey 

highlights the need and desire for additional bicycle facilities.  

 

Health & Environmental Benefits of Bicycling 
Bicycling is healthy, and riders are known to live healthy lifestyles, get sick less often, and feel less 

stressed. The National Center for Safe Routes to School gives the following health benefits for kids who 

ride or walk to school: 

 Weight and blood pressure control 

 Bone, muscle, and joint health and maintenance 

 Reduction in risk of diabetes 

 Improved psychological welfare 

 Better academic performance 

Environmental benefits are many for the community. The implementation of a bicycle transportation 

system improves transportation options for commuters, thus reducing carbon emissions with the 

reduction of motorized vehicles and resulting in reduced wear on roadway system. Bicycling is also a 

more cost efficient mode of transportation. Transit usage may increase with the need of bicyclists to 

make certain connections, for example White Rock to Los Alamos. Bicycle shops and other businesses, 
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such as bicycle delivery services, are possible with a comprehensive system and bring higher ridership. 

Tourism is also supplemented with bike events, bike sharing, rentals, and bike taxis.  

 

Safety 
At a federal level, the USDOT launched the “Safer People, Safer Streets Initiative” in 2015. From this 

initiative, new resources and research were rolled out to address non-motorized safety issues and help 

communities create safer, better-connected bicycling and pedestrian networks. Safety experts, existing 

and new stakeholders, local officials, and the public were engaged to help get out the materials and put 

them to use to encourage safety in and around our streets, including at bus stops, transit stations, and 

other multi-modal connections. This initiative also put into place road safety assessments in every state. 

Local jurisdictions have the responsibility to ensure safety in the transportation network through those 

who plan, design, build, and maintain these facilities, as well as ensure that the public is made aware of 

laws and regulations; enforcement is key in this process. Locally officials can choose to sponsor 

legislation to law and enhance current laws to enhance the behavior, infrastructure, and vehicular 

safety. 

In 2007 New Mexico implemented the Child Helmet Safety Act. This act requires that all persons under 

18 year of age wear helmets when riding bicycles, skateboards, scooters, skates, and tricycles while on a 

public facility. 

The University of New Mexico’s Center for Injury Prevention Research & Education (CIPRE) is conducting 

a project in conjunction with the NMDOT called the New Mexico Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Initiative 

Program. This program supports community organizations to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety 

through education, engineering, and encouragement. This program also conducts training for law 

enforcement agencies, engineers, community leaders, and pedestrian advocates statewide. CIPRE 

distributes information on outreach events and initiatives. Their website has links to government agency 

resources such as Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and National Highway Transportation Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) policies regarding bicycle safety. 

 

Design Policies and Guides 

Federal Design Guidance 
In 2012 AASHTO published the 12th edition of the Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities 

updated from the previous volume published in 1999. This guidance manual highlights and clarifies 

elements needed to make bicycling safe, comfortable, and convenient as a form of transportation. 

Information found in this guide includes accommodating bicycle travel and operation. Sound guidelines 

are outlined to design facilities that will meet the needs of both bicyclists and drivers. “Good design 

practice involves engineering cost-effective solutions that balance safety and mobility for all 

transportation modes, along with preservation of scenic, aesthetic, historic, cultural, and environmental 

resources.”  

The Manual on Uniform Traffic Devices (MUTCD), incorporated by reference into the Code of Federal 

Regulations, is recognized as the national standard for all traffic control devices installed on any street, 



 

8 
 

highway, bikeway, or private road open to public travel. Part 9 is dedicated to traffic control for bicycle 

facilities, including: signing, markings, and signalization.  

National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) is a non-profit association representing the 

nation’s large cities and facilitates the exchange of best practices and transportation insights. They 

promote sharing data and building a common vision with cities around the nation to raise the state of 

engineering practice for urban design. NACTO has published the Urban Bikeway Design Guide to provide 

cities with current solutions to create complete streets in urban settings. This guide offers treatments 

define “treatments” not referenced within the AASHTO Guide, although most are permitted under the 

MUTCD. FHWA issued a memorandum officially supporting the use of the document in 2013. The guide 

is laid out with three levels of guidance: Required, Recommended, and Optional.  

These guidance manuals include many bicycle facility treatments for consideration into the local system, 

including, but not limited to, signal actuators for cyclists at intersections, at-grade crossings, grade-

separated crossings, and Green Pavement Markings per AASHTO Guidance. 

Development Code 
Where developments have open space, developers should be required to provide adequate pedestrian 

and bicycle facilities and, to the greatest extent possible, connect to public open space and the urban 

trail system. No impediments to future trail connections may be caused due to development.  

The Comprehensive Plan as related to trails outlines several policies directed at economic vitality, land 

use, and infrastructure. To inspire economic vitality, the following three policies were adopted: 

(1) develop and expand trails connecting downtown to surrounding open space, (2) create or improve 

trails that serve residents of all ages, and (3) connect County trails to non-County-owned trails adjacent 

to/near County land. Pursuing federal and state funds; obtaining a bicycle friendly community 

designation; and developing policies for off-trail foot, bicycle, and equestrian travel would be strategies 

to fulfill the policies. Land Use policies of promoting safety for pedestrians and bicyclists on paved trails 

and streets and ensuring that private development is required to provide trail connections that may not 

create impediments to trail connections were set forth. These policies would be accomplished using the 

following four strategies: (1) map trails, identify gaps in trail connections, and propose connection 

strategies; (2) develop a strategy for the prioritization of gap connections; (3) consider alternate means 

of circulation, especially for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) individuals, including golf carts in 

historic areas; and (4) consider signage or speed controls to slow bicyclists when they are on same path 

as pedestrians. The infrastructure policies consist of (1) creating designated, safe, convenient, and well-

maintained bike and pedestrian pathways and sidewalks; (2) incorporating multi-use trails whenever 

possible; (3) recognizing and acknowledging the difference between bicycling for recreation and 

bicycling for transportation; and (4) ensuring safe trail crossings (especially at arterials) and weigh 

cost/benefits of underpasses and/or overpasses. It is anticipated that by examining the potential to 

expand the paved and accessible Rim Trail and to link the Rim Trail to Mesa Trail while considering wider 

easement requirements for trails, the infrastructure policies will be accomplished.  

Mobility is also a core theme of the comprehensive plan and discusses the adoption of the complete 

street concept while incorporating facilities that accommodate all users of all abilities. Because bicycling 

as a means of transportation has growth significantly nationwide through many New Mexico 

communities and is of great interest in Los Alamos County, it is anticipated that bicycling to work from 
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White Rock and around Los Alamos could become increasingly more popular. Because of the town’s 

largest employer’s proximity to housing in Los Alamos and with the economic development goal of 

increasing housing within the town site, the need for a more comprehensive bicycle transportation 

network is anticipated. 

County Legislation 
Resolution No 10-32 established the policy for the Design of Public Streets & Right-of-Way in Los Alamos 

County. This policy was developed with the complete-streets guiding principles in mind. The policy 

establishes goals for street, right-of-way, and intersection design. The policy also ensures that all street-

design and land use decisions are mutually reinforced, creating synergy throughout the County. The 

promotion of safety, health, economic vitality, environmental sustainability, and livability throughout 

the community is significant to the policy. 

 

Bicycle Friendly Community  
The League of American Bicyclists was founded in the 1880s to advocate for paved roads. Today they 

aim to provide safer roads, stronger communities, and a bicycle friendly America for everyone. In 2016 

Los Alamos County applied through the League’s voluntary application process for award status, and the 

League presented the County an Honorable Mention as a “Bicycle Friendly Community.” The award 

status is good for 4 years and has five award designations: Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond. 

Being designated a “Bicycle Friendly Community” is not clear cut, which this allows communities to play 

on their strengths to make bicycling better for their respective communities.  

Upon adoption of this plan and several other programs, such as the completion of an ADA Transition 

Plan. Currently, the County is in the process of developing an ADA Transition Plan to be delivered to the 

New Mexico Department of Transportation in 2017. 

 

The Five E’s 
The League of American Bicyclists follow the 5 E’s: Engineering, Education, Encouragement, 

Enforcement, and Evaluation & Planning. The surveys they have conducted indicate that the most 

tangible evidence of a great location for bicycling is the presence of welcoming infrastructure. The most 

bicycle friendly communities have well-connected bicycle networks using quiet neighborhood streets, 

conventional and protected bike lanes, shared-use trails, and policies to ensure connectivity that 

continues to shape the system with future development and infrastructure in place which is properly 

maintained over time.  what is properly maintained over time? System? Development? Etc. 

Having the skill and confidence to ride a bike is an important step in promoting the use of bicycle 

facilities. The League has a Smart Cycling program with over 2000 instructors around the country who 

deliver education programs. Public education of the laws of the road for both bicyclists and drivers are 

key components to educating users. Local government and state governments can promote sharing of 

the road through programs handed down to the public through their respective departments, such as 

motor vehicle and public education. 
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Encouragement is needed to build a bicycling community. Local businesses, universities, health 

organizations, and local governments can promote bicycling throughout the community in many ways. 

National Bike Month is in May; communities can elect to celebrate by holding community events 

throughout the month of May or on a certain day of the week in May. Maps of the trail and bicycle 

system available at local businesses and other effortless locations, as well as signage and wayfinding for 

users, enables people to find ease in using bicycling as a means of transportation. Bike sharing is also a 

way to encourage riders; tourism can drive the need for bike sharing or rentals, as most tourists do not 

travel with their bicycles. Los Alamos County incorporates three national parks and is rich with nature 

and scenic routes for bicycling.  

Currently, several county departments have begun to plan “Bike to Work” events for May 2017 as a 

means to bring awareness and encourage bicycling as transportation. A proclamation declaring May as 

Bike Month and supporting Bike to Work events is being drafted for approval by the County Council. 

These events will be a coordinated effort between County groups, such as the Transportation Board, 

Planning & Zoning Board, Public Works Department, Parks Recreation & Open Space, Police, Fire, and 

Transit, as well as beyond the County with employers and businesses such as Los Alamos National 

Laboratory (LANL), Los Alamos Public Schools (LAPS), Los Alamos Medical Center, the University of New 

Mexico–Los Alamos (UNM-LA), the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), the Northern 

Pueblos Regional Transportation Planning Organization (NPRTPO), bike shops (in Los Alamos as well as 

nearby communities) local bike clubs, and bike vendors.  

Equitable laws and regulations for bicyclists and drivers set a good platform to ensure enforcement of 

the transportation system rules. Law enforcement should understand these laws and know how to 

enforce them to ensure public safety for all users. Officers on bicycles also ensure that law enforcement 

understands the issues cyclists face while using the transportation system adjacent to vehicles. For 

example, the “Five Foot Rule” in Chapter 38, section 545 of the Municipal Code states, “When 

approaching or passing any person riding on a bicycle, the operator of a motor vehicle shall proceed 

with caution and shall pass such bicycle rider at reasonable speed and maintain a safe distance, no less 

than five feet from the operator of the bicycle.”  

Active citizens and support by the local government contribute to a community’s success in developing a 

seamless bicycle network. Evaluation and Planning includes compiling data and updating a 

comprehensive bicycle master plan to ensure dedicated funding sources and continued planning toward 

a more comprehensive system. Committees and a program coordinator working together can ensure 

decision makers prioritize bicycle system projects on a regular basis. 

 

Bicycle Infrastructure Inventory & Completed Improvements 

Types of Facilities 
Multi-use trails are typically physically separated from vehicle traffic either by open space or a barrier. 

Multi-use trails can be used for pedestrians, bicyclists, and all non-motorized users. 

Sidepaths are multi-use paths adjacent and parallel to a roadway and typically are intended for two-way 

travel. 
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Bike lanes are a portion of the roadway designated for exclusive use by bicyclists and are shown by 

pavement markings and signage. Bike lanes are intended for one-way travel adjacent to lanes 

designated for vehicles; a buffer may exist between the lanes to create a higher level of comfort for 

bicyclists.  

Shared lanes are designated with signs, such as “share the road,” and markings called “sharrows” or 

“shared lane arrows.” These designations are used on low-speed streets where cyclists are encouraged 

to take the lane. 

Multiuse Trails and Side Paths 
In 2009 the County Council approved $1.2 million in Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) Funds for the initial 

phase of the Canyon Rim Trail from the Parajito Cliffs area on the south side of NM 502 to Fire Station 6, 

approximately a 7,600-foot-long section. This section of trail was opened to the public in the late 

summer of 2010. The project was very popular and brought interest for continuing the trail to the west 

along the Canyon; thus the Canyon Rim Trail Master Plan was created, which was adopted by the County 

Council in 2011. As part of the plan, new extensions were established from where it ended at the time 

near Fire Station 6 to Oppenheimer Drive. The goal of the plan was to give staff a mechanism to begin 

working on projects leading to construction of the extensions within the plan and for pursuing funding 

for this work. 

Phase II was funded for design and construction was supplemented from County CIP funds. The project 

was awarded a Transportation Arterial Program (TAP) grant from the NMDOT for the remaining 

construction funds to construct the trail from Fire Station 6 to the east side of the Kroger property. This 

project was completed in the winter of 2016. As part of the Kroger development, a portion from west of 

DP Road to the west side of that development (near Knecht Street) was constructed, and in 2016 a 

connection from the trail end north to Knecht Street was built as part of the Knecht Reconstruction 

Project. The trail today extends a length of approximately 2.7 miles.  

Efforts to continue the trail west have also begun with an engineering task order underway for 

easement acquisition and preliminary engineering for a portion of trail from the Knecht Street 

connection to 20th Street. Last, a 2018-19 TAP application has been submitted to the NMDOT for funding 

of an underpass at the trailhead near Camino Entrada under NM 502. A letter announcing a potential 

award is anticipated in March 2017. Both of these projects are identified in the Comprehensive Plan on 

its “Needed Trail Connections Map” as trail connections with known gaps.  
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At start of Construction of Canyon Rim Trail Phase II Project 

   

 

After Completion 
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The Canada del Buey Trail is a side path paved from State Road 4 to Rover; from Rover to the Overlook 

Park entrance, it is a crusher fine trail. This trail was constructed in the summer of 2012. 

 

After Construction  

Sharrows 
Sharrows have been applied on many streets that have low speeds and low volumes of traffic, where 

bicycling and vehicle travel are expected to share a lane. Typical placements of sharrows are on streets 

where shoulders or bike lanes do not or cannot exist because of right-of-way restrictions, parking, or 

transit stops. A low-speed design of 35 mph or less is encouraged. These markings are desirable in a 

more urban setting, where a higher level of guidance to both bicyclists and motorist is required.  

Central Avenue has been reconstructed through the downtown area with a boulevard-type design for 

including on street parking, streetscapes with plantings and furniture, and wide sidewalks for pedestrian 

traffic. The roadway is typically two lanes, aside from where turn lanes are necessary. The design evokes 
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a low speed where bicyclists and motorists can navigate the roadway collectively. Sharrows are used 

throughout this roadway to give bicyclists and motorists guidance. 

Sherwood Boulevard in White Rock has sharrows installed; the segment between NM 4 and Aztec Road 

has no shoulders and is a low-speed roadway. Need better example. Aztec Road and NM 4 have two 

segments: one south, near Smith’s and one north, near LANB. 

 

Bike Lanes/Shoulders 
In 2011, NM 4 from Rover to Pajarito Road was reconstructed, and bike lanes were included in the 

development and construction of the project. 

Before construction 

  

After Construction 
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Planned Improvements 

2005 Plan Priorities 
The table below shows the priority streets identified in the 2005 Bicycle Transportation Plan and 

treatments that are currently in place on these routes.  When the plan was developed the list below of 

routes was provided as routes that would provide good connectivity to the bicycle transportation 

system. 

Table 1.0 - 2005 Bicycle Transportation Plan “Priority Streets”  

Priority 1 - Arterials:   

Route Current Status 

Diamond Drive (San Ildefonso Road to Omega 
Bridge) 

Bike Lanes 

Central Avenue (NM 502 to Rose Street)   

  Oppenheimer to NM 502 Sharrows 

  Rose to Oppenheimer Bike Lanes 

Canyon Road (Rose Street to Diamond Drive) Bike Lanes 

Trinity Drive - East Road from Diamond Drive to 
Airport Road 

No Bicycle Facilities  
(Right of Way restrictions) 

Priority 2 – Major Collectors: 

Arkansas Avenue and North Road Shared Use 

Grand Canyon Drive Shared Use 

Rover Boulevard and Meadow Lane  Shared Use 

San Ildefonso North (Diamond Drive to the end of 
Barranca Road) 
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  Diamond Drive to Chamisa Street Bike Lanes 

  Chamisa Street to Barranca Road Shared Use 

San Ildefonso Road South (Diamond Drive to Sioux 
Street) 

Bike Lanes 

Thirty-Eighth Street Bike Lanes 

Villa Shared Use 

Priority 3 – Minor Collectors:   

Bryce Avenue Shared Use 

Canyon Road (NM 502 to Central Avenue) Shared Use/Striped Shoulders 

  NM 502 to Rim Road Shared Use 

  Rim Road to Central Avenue Striped Shoulders 

North Mesa Road Striped Shoulders 

Sherwood Boulevard    

  NM 4 to Aztec Road Sharrows 

  Aztec Road to Piedra Loop 

Single Striped Bike Lane (one side 
of street) 

Western Area Loop: Trinity Drive from Diamond 
Drive to 48th Street, 48th Street to Sandia Drive, 
and Sandia Drive to Diamond Drive 

Shared Use 

Urban (Diamond Drive to North Road) Shared Use 

 

New Bicycle Transportation Priorities 
 

Urban Bike Path (Reference Map) 

Canyon Rim Trail, Including Underpass at Camino Entrada and NM 502 

NM 502 Crossings & Bike Lanes 

Tract A-19 

On-Road Operational Improvements 

 Sharrows 

 Re-striping 

 Road Diets 

 Crossings 

 Wayfinding 

  Bicycling as a means of transportation 

  Connections to recreational trails, recreational centers, points of intersect, etc. 
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Supporting & Related County Reference Documents 
 2005 Bicycle Transportation Plan 

 2016 Comprehensive Plan 

 1998 Pedestrian Transportation Plan 

 2011 Canyon Rim Trail 

 Bandelier Trail Plan 

Public Information & Involvement Tasks and Schedule 
T-Board history and upcoming meetings, April 6, 2017. 

Parks & Recreation Board in April 2017 and Planning and Zoning March 29, 2017 

Potential for online surveys and open forum public meetings. Transportation Board review and 

recommendation to County Council is tentatively scheduled for May 4, 2017. 

County Council review and adoption in May/June 2017 
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Exhibits 
 

2005 Bicycle Transportation Plan 
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Resolution 10-32 
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Bicycle Friendly Community Feedback Survey Results 
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Comprehensive Plan Figure XXX :  Needed Trail Connections - Townsite 
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