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Re the context provided below, this petitions the Los Alamos County Council to
assign to the Transportation Board the evaluation of NM126 highway's current
status, estimated costs of its completion, and the extent of outreach needed to
develop support of other affected counties and entities in order to build regional
support, and the extent of public support in Los Alamos for such project.

NM Dept of Transportation seeks input now thru August 18 that will guide their
planning of all road projects it will schedule for construction in period 2018 through
2023.

CONTEXT
Completion of the paving of the only unpaved section (~8 miles) of New Mexico
Highway 126 (NM126) which runs between La Cueva, NM and Cuba, NM would
create the most direct route for tourists in the 4 Corners region to reach Los Alamos
thus (1) aid building of Los Alamos' tourism tax base, (2) increase visitation at the 3
National Parks and the San Pedro Wilderness (and to that extent enhance the U.S.
Dept of the Interior as well), and (3) enhance the economies of the communities and
pueblos of the Jemez Mountain region, the larger region of El Norte, and ultimately
of Santa Fe.

We note that NM126 has already been designated a "National Scenic By-Way".
That, plus the fact that a fully paved NM126 would be "The Most Direct Route”, is
imminently marketable-- with predicable positive economic impact.

Finally we add that a paved NM126 would give the region two 100-mile bicycling
race loops, raising New Mexico's attractiveness among planners of national bicycling
events. The other route, the so-called Emerald route, is just to the east. Such
proximity, in the two spectacular natural settings, would predictably (once again)
create marketable buzz in the bicycling world generally. Bicylists arrive with
families, fans and high disposable income.
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