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National	Sword	—What	is	It	and	
How	will	it	ImpactMy Program?
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Nonprofit,	working	hand-in-hand	with	communities	and	companies	across	the	country	to	improve	recycling.
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Three	Years	and	Counting

519+
COMMUNITIES	
ASSISTED

CONSUMER	
IMPRESSIONS

46M+
NEW	CARTS

400K+

$27M
INFRASTRUCTURE

ENERGY	SAVINGS

2.0 TRILLION
BTU/YR

GHG	AVOIDANCE

164KMETRIC	
TONS

WATER	SAVINGS

382MILLION
GALLONS

NEW	DIVERSION

57.5kTONS

Impacts	2014	- today
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What	we’re	covering	
today:
• What	is	National	

Sword?
• Where	did	it	come	

from?
• Why	does	it	matter?
• What’s	happening?
• Silver	linings



RECYCLINGPARTNERSHIP.ORG

TK



RECYCLINGPARTNERSHIP.ORG

MANUFACTURER	
DEMAND	
DRIVES

environmental	gains.

The	system	needs	
reliable	quantity,	quality,	

and	cost	in	supply.
ASTRX

What	is	National	Sword?
• Inspections	of	plastics	

recycling	facilities

• 900	facilities	
inspected,	590	with	
rule	violations

• 53	were	already	
closed,	383	suspended	
operations
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China’s	Scrap	Ban
• July	18	WTO	Notice

• “4	classes,	24	kinds	
of	scrap”

• All	plastics,	
unsorted	mixed	
paper,	textiles,	
some	glass	and	
metals
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What	is	National	Sword?
• Import	licenses	not	being	

renewed

• Customs	enforcement	in	
ports	known	for	scrap

• Loads	have	been	rejected
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Where	Did	It	Come	From?

• Like	Green	Fence	
in	2013,	
stemmed	from	a	
media	scandal

• At	core,	a	
political	issue	for	
China
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Where	Did	It	Come	From?
• Anti-pollution	and	

anti-corruption	
measures	are	
connected	and	
popular

• High-profile	
enforcement



RECYCLINGPARTNERSHIP.ORG

Why	Does	It	Matter?
• Approximately	30%	of	all	

recyclables	collected	are	
exported	outside	the	U.S.

• Hong	Kong	and	China	
account	for	69%	of	all	U.S.	
exports	for	plastics	other	
than	No.	1	PET
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Why	Does	It	Matter?
• China	consumes	55%	of	the	

World’s	scrap	paper

• In	2016,	37	million	metric	tons	
of	recyclables	went	outside	
the	U.S.,	44%	to	China

• 13.2	million	tons	of	scrap	fiber	
went	to	China	in	2016

• ISRI	estimates	that	18%	of	
scrap	exports	are	at	risk	due	
to	the	ban
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Impacts	of	National	Sword
• Prohibitive	content	for	all	
fiber	grades	will	now	be	
0.3%,	down	from	2%
• Not	much	excess	domestic	
capacity
• Many	looking	for	
alternative	int’l	outlets
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Impacts	of	National	Sword
• Short-term	market	
concerns
• West	Coast	looking	at	all	
options	for	the	material
• Medium-term	uncertainty
• China	needs	the	material!
• Silver	lining?
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What’s	Happening?
• Large	regional	differences
• Some	buying	Nos.	3-7	bales
• Some	having	trouble	
moving	material
• Some	paying	to	move	
material
• Some	producing	No.	5	PP	
bales	(Tubs	and	Lids)
• Some	talk	of	landfilling
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Are	There	Silver	Linings?

1. MRFs	can	sort	for	No.	5	PP	
instead	of	Nos.	3-7	bale	and	
sell	to	existing	markets
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Are	There	Silver	Linings?
2.	Growth	Opportunity	for	U.S.	
Nos.	3-7	Consumers
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Are	There	Silver	Linings?
3.	Investment	in	
domestic	processing	
capacity	for	Nos.	3-7	
plastics

• Both	for	Chinese	
buyers	and	domestic	
processors	who	sell	
into	overseas	markets
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How	Much	Recyclable	Material	Is	Left	in	Single	Family	Homes?

A	Total	of	22	Million	Tons
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National	Sword	Partnership	Messaging

1. Webinar

2. Clean	up	your	recycling	stream

3. Talk	to	Your	MRF	

4. Don’t	change	your	programs

5. Don’t	freak	out	your	residents

6. Don’t	feed	the	trolls
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National	Sword	Partnership	Messaging

1. Webinar

2. Clean	up	your	recycling	
stream

3. Talk	to	Your	MRF

4. Don’t	change	your	programs

5. Don’t	freak	out	your	residents

6. Don’t	feed	the	trolls
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Open	Source	Tools	Online Field	ready	tools	for	you

Find	them	on	our	website:

www.RecyclingPartnership.org
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New!	– Social	Media	Kit Ready-to-Use

RecyclingPartnership.org/Social
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QUESTIONS?
ddethomas@recyclingpartnership.org


