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Los Alamos County Boards & Commissions Application

General Information

All County Board and Commission members must be residents of Los Alamos County.

Once a resident fills out and submits this application, an interview is scheduled with the B&C's
County Council liaison, the relevant staff liaison, and the B&C Chair.  After the interviews, the
applicants' names are presented to the full Council during a regularly scheduled Council meeting,
where a vote is taken regarding the appointment of each applicant.  Each applicant will be notified if
they are appointed or not.

Only on-line applications will be considered.  

If you are interested in applying for the Board of Public Utilities, please contact Jamie Kephart at
505-662-8132.

If you are interested in applying for Labor Relations Board, please contact Denise Cassel at 505-
662-8047.

Profile

Board and Commision Application

Note:  Please be aware that as a public entity, the County of Los Alamos, is obligated to furnish this
information to the public if requested.  Note also that current LANL employees, if appointed to a
Board or Commission, may be required by LANL to complete a 701 form.

Stephen G McLin
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How did you learn of this Board/Commission vacancy?

If yes, which one? (Los Alamos County law prohibits
residents from serving concurrently on more than one
County board except as expressly approved in writing by
the County Council before the appointment is made.)

Party affiliation as registered: (Select one of the following) *

 Republican 

Registered to vote in Los Alamos?

 Yes  No

Do you currently serve on any County Board or Commission?

 Yes  No

Interests & Experiences

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Board of Public Utilities: Submitted 

Why would you like to serve on this particular Board or Commission?

I would like to continue my service on the Board of Public Utilities for a second term because there are a
number projects and initiatives I would like to see completed. I was first appointed to the BPU in July 2014
for a four-year term expiring in June 2018. This was a replacement position for a previous Board member
who resigned for personal reasons. If I am reappointed, I feel I can make positive contributions to the
Board that will benefit the people of Los Alamos County.

BPU Announcement

Board of Public Utilities
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What volunteer or professional activities have you participated in that could apply to this
appointment?

I have previously served on the Board of Public Utilities for the past four years (i.e., July 2014 to the
present). During that time I have served as Vice Chairman twice. I previously served as chairman for a
volunteer citizens committee for the Los Alamos County Utilities Department during the period of
approximately September 1990 to July 1992. This committee was formed at the County's request utilizing
recruitment advertisements in the Los Alamos Monitor, and voluntary membership consisted of County
residents. The Committe's stated purpose was to provide citizen input to the Utilities Department for the
municipal water supply system that was owned and operated by the Department of Energy for Los
Alamos National Laboratory and Los Alamos County. I have also previously served as Committee
Chairman for Troop 129, Boy Scouts of America; and as a soccer coach for the youth soccer league. I am
currently serving on the Board of Elders at Redeemer Lutheran Church. During my professional life as a
technical staff member at Los Alamos National Laboratory, I was a staff hydrologist in the Environmental
Surveillance Group. Responsibilities included both ground and surface water assignments where I was
exposed to municipal water well design, installation, testing, and maintenance operations, identification of
new well locations, monitor well design, installation, testing, and sampling activities, evaluation of
floodplain elevations using the Hydrologic Engineering Center models for all major drainages within the
LANL boundary, and numerous other professional activities. This background has exposed me to many
technical aspects directly related to this position, including water supply, electrical and natural gas power
requirements, and public health and safety issues that are frequently brought before the Board. I am
currently serving as the corrective action expert for the New Mexico Environment Department's Petroleum
Storage Tank Bureau, Storage Tank Committee (see their web page at
http://nmenv.state.nm.us/ust/ustcom.html). I was first appointed to this position by Governor Susana
Martinez for the term beginning on November 28, 2012, and continue in that position to the present.
These duties typically require approximately ten hours per quarter. I anticipate that my services will be
discontinued after November 2018. Should I be selected to serve on the Board of Public Utilities, my other
volunteer duties will not interfere with Board responsibilities. A brief summary of my professional
education and experience will be provided at your request.

The time involved may be 10-15 hours per month or more. Are you able to serve the
volunteer hours and attend training needed to perform your duties as an appointee?

I do not foresee any problems with the time requirement for this position because I am currently retired
and a resident of White Rock. I am both willing, physically and medically able, and actually excited about a
possible reappointment to the Board.
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What would you like to accomplish during your tenure on this Board or Commission?
(Please identify any special interests you have that led you to become interested in serving
on this Board or Commission.)

There are currently several important issues facing the Board of Public Utilities over the next five years
These include: (1) the Small Modular Nuclear Reactor Project with UAMPS; (2) completion of the San
Juan Generating Station closure; (3) the White Rock wastewater treatment facility; (4) the Advanced
Metering Infrastructure project; and (5) continuation of infrastructure upgrades in electrical, gas, water,
and wastewater utilities. I would also like to see the Department of Public Utilities explore the possibility of
acquiring 600-1200 acre-feet of new groundwater rights for the County, and possibly transferring
ownership of 1200 acre-feet of surface water rights to the State Engineer's Office, Santa Fe County, or
the City of Albuquerque.

Have you had any direct or indirect involvement with this Board or Commission or with the
County staff supporting this Board or Commission or County Councilors? If so, please
explain.

During my professional career at LANL (1987-2008), I routinely interacted with members of the
Laboratory's utilities contractor (JCI) on numerous issues related to the municipal water supply system,
natural gas supply lines and routes, and electrical transmission lines. After the water system was
transferred to the County in the late 1990s, my interaction continued because County-Laboratory
coordination was needed during prolonged well and aquifer testing operations as part of the Laboratory's
environmental surveillance program. After about 2005, these activities slowly declined until my retirement
in 2008. After my appointment to the Board in July 2014, I routinely interacted with Department of Public
Utilities staff on a regular and continuing basis. I have also visited the hydroelectric generating facilities at
Abiquiu and El Vado, and toured many other County facilities related to utilities operations.

Are there any issue or matters, financial or otherwise, that you are now or might become
involved in that may come before the Board or Commission for which you seek
appointment?

As a County resident and taxpayer, any issue that comes before the Board may affect me, including
potential utility rate increases or other related business matters. However, these issues affect all County
residents and do not constitute a direct conflict of interest. Otherwise, I have no potential or real conflicts
of interest with the County, including any financial or other interests, that might arise should I be selected
to serve on the Board. Furthermore, I do not anticipate that any conflicts of interests, financial or
otherwise, would arise should I be selected to serve on the Board.

If you have any questions, please contact Libby Carlsten at 505-662-8261 or
libby.carlsten@lacnm.us
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