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County of Los Alamos 

 

Minutes 
 

County Council – Regular Session  
 

David Izraelevitz, Council Chair; Christine Chandler, Council Vice Chair; 
Antonio Maggiore, Susan O’Leary, Morris Pongratz, Rick Reiss, 

 and Pete Sheehey, Councilors 
 

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 6:00 PM                          Council Chambers - 1000 Central Avenue 

TELEVISED 
 

 
1. OPENING/ROLL CALL 
 

The Council Vice-Chair, Christine Chandler, called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 

The following Councilors were in attendance: 
 

Present:  4 - Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, Councilor Pongratz, and  
Councilor Sheehey 

 
Remote:  1 - Councilor Izraelevitz 

 
 Absent:  2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 
 
 

Councilor Izraelevitz arrived remotely during the discussion of Item 10.A. at 6:20 p.m. 
 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Led by: All. 

 
 
3. STATEMENT REGARDING CLOSED SESSION 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Maggiore, seconded by Councilor Pongratz, that Council 
approve the following statement for inclusion in the minutes: “The matters discussed in the 
closed session held on November 5, 2018 that began at 12:00 p.m. were limited only to those 
topics specified in the notice of the closed session, and no action was taken on any matter in 
that closed session.” 
 
The motion passed by acclamation with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  4 - Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, Councilor Pongratz, 
 and Councilor Sheehey 

 
Absent:  3 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor O’Leary, and Councilor Reiss 

 
 
 
 
 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 
www.losalamosnm.us 
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4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Mr. Greg White, 600 San Ildefonso Apt. 225, thanked the County Clerk’s office for their work on the General 

Election and congratulated all candidates that were successful for the election. 

 
 
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Sheehey, seconded by Councilor Pongratz, that the agenda 
be approved with the following modification; Item 11.C. be moved after Item 9.A. 

 
The motion passed by acclamation with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  4 - Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, Councilor Pongratz, and 

 Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent:  3 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor O’Leary, and Councilor Reiss 

 

 

6. PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 

A. Proclamation declaring Saturday, November 24, 2018 as "Small Business Saturday" in Los Alamos County  
 
Councilor Maggiore read and presented the proclamation to Ms. Ryn Herrmann, Chamber of Commerce 
Director. 
 
Ms. Herrmann spoke. 

 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 
 
None. 
 
 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Consent Motion: 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Pongratz, seconded by Councilor Sheehey, that Council 
approve the items on the Consent Agenda, as presented, and that the motions in the staff 
reports be included for the record. 

 
A. Incorporated County of Los Alamos Resolution No. 18-26, A Resolution of the Incorporated County of Los 

Alamos Council Authorizing Application to the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) for Federal 
Fiscal Year 2020/2021 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Funds for the County Wide School Flasher 
Speed Sign Upgrade Project 

 
I move that Council approve Incorporated County of Los Alamos Resolution No. 18-26, A 
Resolution of the Incorporated County of Los Alamos Council Authorizing Application to the 
New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) for Federal Fiscal Year 2020/2021 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Funds for the County Wide School Flasher Speed 
Sign Upgrade Project. 
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B. County Council Minutes for October 30, 2018 
 

I move that Council approve the County Council Minutes for October 30, 2018.  
 

C. Vacation of Easement Within Lot 264, a Subdivision of Eastern Area No. 2 
 

I move that Council approve the vacation of easement within lot 264, a subdivision of Eastern 
Area No. 2. 
 

D. Consideration of Budget Revision 2019-25 
 

I move that Council approve Budget Revision 2019-25 as summarized on attachment A and 
that the attachment be made a part of the minutes of this meeting. 
 

E. Approval of Agreement No. AGR19-921, Los Alamos County, New Mexico Legal Services Agreement between 
Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A., and the Incorporated County of Los Alamos 

 
I move that the County Council approve Agreement No. AGR19-921, Los Alamos County, New 
Mexico Legal Services Agreement between Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A., and the Incorporated 
County of Los Alamos authorizing Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A. to assist the County in its 
claims for recovery of sums from the State of New Mexico, Taxation and Revenue Department, 
for unlawful reductions of distributions and transfers of gross receipts tax revenue collected 
by the State on behalf of the County as provided for in Agreement No. AGR19-921. 
 
 

Approval of the Consent Agenda: 
 

The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  4 - Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, Councilor Pongratz, and  
 Councilor Sheehey 

 
Absent:  3 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor O’Leary, and Councilor Reiss 

 
 

9. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE(S) 

 
A. Incorporated County Of Los Alamos Code No. 02-292: An Ordinance Repealing Article VII, Safety in Public 

Places, of Chapter 28, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions 
 

Councilor Maggiore introduced, without prejudice, Incorporated County of Los Alamos Code 
Ordinance No. 02-292 and ask staff to assure it is published as provided in the County 
Charter. 

 
 

Item 11.C. was to be heard at this point, all parties were not present.  Councilor Chandler proposed hearing the item 
when all parties were present; there were no objections. 
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10. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

A. Incorporated County Of Los Alamos Ordinance No.688; an Ordinance authorizing the sale of certain 
County-owned real property within Tract RM to Thirty301, LLC 
 
Ms. Joanie Ahlers, Economic Development Administrator, spoke. 
Mr. Alvin Leaphart, County Attorney, spoke. 
 
 

Councilor Izraelevitz arrived remotely during the discussion of this Item at 6:20 p.m.  
 
 
Public Comment: 
Mr. Greg White, 600 San Ildefonso Apt. 225, spoke. 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Pongratz, seconded by Councilor Maggiore, that Council 
adopt Incorporated County Of Los Alamos Ordinance No. 688; an ordinance authorizing the 
sale of certain county-owned real property within Tract RM to Thirty301, LLC and ask staff to 
assure it is published as provided in the County Charter. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  5 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore,  

 Councilor Pongratz, and Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 

 

 

11. BUSINESS (Order changed per approval of agenda motion) 
 

C. Consideration of Resolution No. 18-28, a Resolution of the Incorporated County of Los Alamos In Support of 

the New Mexico Health Security Act 

 
Councilor Sheehey spoke. 
Ms. Mary Feldblum, Executive Director Health Security Campaign, spoke. 
 
Public Comment: 
Dr. Tyler Taylor, 2011 23rd Street Apt. C, spoke. 
Mr. Greg White, 600 San Ildefonso Apt. 225, spoke. 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Sheehey, seconded by Councilor Maggiore, that Council 
approve Resolution No. 18-28, a Resolution in Support of the New Mexico Health Security Act. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  5 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, 

 Councilor Pongratz, and Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 
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10. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

B. Incorporated County Of Los Alamos Code Ordinance No. 02-290, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 14, Article 

III, of the Code of the Incorporated County of Los Alamos Pertaining to Cemeteries 

 

Mr. Brian Brogan, Community Services Director, spoke. 

 

Public Comment: 

Mr. Vernon Kerr, 85 Chiquita, spoke. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Pongratz, seconded by Councilor Maggiore, that Council 
adopt Incorporated County of Los Alamos Ordinance No. 02-290, an Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 14, Article III, of the Code of the Incorporated County of Los Alamos Pertaining to 
Cemeteries. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  5 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, 

 Councilor Pongratz, and Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 

 

 

11. BUSINESS  
 

A. Certification of the Canvassing Committee Results of the 2018 General Election 
 
Ms. Robyn Schultz, Canvass Committee Member, spoke. 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Maggiore, seconded by Councilor Sheehey, that Council 
accept results of the Canvassing Committee and direct the County Clerk to certify the results 
to the State Canvassing Board in conformity with applicable New Mexico election law. 
 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  5 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, 

 Councilor Pongratz, and Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 
 

B. Citizen Petition Requesting Council to Address Reporting of Criminal Activity in Los Alamos County 

 
Mr. James Whitehead, 200 Camino Encantado, spoke. 
Chief Dino Sgambellone, Chief of Police, spoke. 
 
Public Comment: 
Ms. Joanne Temple, 2231 34th Street, spoke. 
Mr. Greg White, 600 San Ildefonso Apt. 225, spoke. 
Mr. Paul Jaramillo, 303 Paige Loop, spoke. 
Ms. Amy Storey, 70 Barranca, spoke. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Sheehey, seconded by Councilor Pongratz, that Council 
acknowledge the petition, thank the petitioners for their recommendation, and take no further 
action. 
 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  5 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, 

 Councilor Pongratz, and Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 

 

 
RECESS  
Councilor Chandler called for a recess at 8:23 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 8:34 p.m. 

 

 

D. Proposed Cemetery Fee Schedule 

 
Mr. Brian Brogan, Community Services Director, spoke. 
Mr. Alvin Leaphart, County Attorney, spoke. 
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Pongratz, seconded by Councilor Maggiore, that Council 
approve the Proposed Cemetery Fee Schedule as presented. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  5 - Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Chandler, Councilor Maggiore, 

 Councilor Pongratz, and Councilor Sheehey 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor O’Leary and Councilor Reiss 

 
 
12. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
A. Appointments 

 
1) Board/Commission Appointments-Library Board 

 
Mr. Brian Brogan, Community Services Director, spoke. 
Mr. Harry Burgess, County Manager, spoke. 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Sheehey to nominate John Gustafson, Whitney 

Spivey, Kelly Dolejsi, Sarah Nichols and Dana Kline to fill three vacancies on the 

Library Board as follows: 

 

By roll call vote, Councilors vote for three nominees and the three with the highest 

vote total of four or more be appointed to fill the vacancies. 
 

Councilor Chandler called for a roll call vote to appoint members to the Library Board:  
 

Councilor’s Sheehey, Maggiore, Izraelevitz, Chandler, and Pongratz voted for:  
John Gustafson 
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Councilor’s Sheehey, Maggiore, Izraelevitz, Chandler, and Pongratz voted for:  
Whitney Spivey 
 
Councilor’s Sheehey, Izraelevitz, and Pongratz voted for:  
Dana Kline 
 
Councilor’s Maggiore and Chandler voted for:  
Kelly Dolejsi 
 

After a roll call vote Mr. John Gustafson and Ms. Whitney Spivey were appointed to the Library 

Board. 

 
Councilor Chandler called for a second roll call vote to appoint a third member to the Library Board:  

 
Councilor’s Izraelevitz and Pongratz voted for:  
Dana Kline 
 
Councilor’s Sheehey, Maggiore, and Chandler voted for:  
Kelly Dolejsi 
 
 

Councilor Chandler called for a third roll call vote to appoint a third member to the Library Board:  
 

Councilor’s Izraelevitz, Sheehey, Maggiore, Pongratz, and Chandler voted for:  
Kelly Dolejsi 

 

After a roll call vote Ms. Kelly Dolejsi was appointed to the Library Board. 

 

 
B. Board, Commission, and Committee Liaison Reports 
  

Councilor Pongratz reported that he will find out when the next Regional Coalition of LANL Communities 

meeting will be. 

 
Councilor Sheehey reported on the New Mexico Counties Association and the New Mexico Municipal League 
Board. 
 

C. County Manager’s Report 
 

County Manager Harry Burgess reported on the transfer of property to Bethel Development Corporation for 

affordable housing; a letter of interest from Bethel Development Corporation regarding senior affordable 

housing; the quarterly financial report; and the implementation of a Wellness Program for employees.  
 

D. Council Chair Report 
 
Council Chair David Izraelevitz advised that he will report on the Community Alliance meeting that he is 

attending now at the next meeting. 
  

E. General Council Business 
 
Councilor Pongratz inquired on when a meeting will be held to discuss Council’s Legislative Agenda. 
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F. Approval of Councilor Expenses 
 
None. 

 
G. Preview of Upcoming Agenda Items 

  
None. 

 

 

13. COUNCILOR COMMENTS 
 

None. 
 

 

14. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None. 

 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
  

The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 
 
 INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS 
 
 
         

David Izraelevitz, Council Chair 
   

Attest:  
 
 
         

Naomi D. Maestas, County Clerk  
 
Meeting Transcribed by: Victoria L. Martinez, Deputy Clerk  



Fund/Dept Munis Org
Revenue 
(decrease)

Expenditures 
(decrease)

Transfers   
In(Out)

Fund 
Balance 

(decrease)

1 General Fund - Municipal Court 1118020  $             10,000  $               10,000  $                     -  $                      - 

Fiscal Impact: The net fiscal impact to the General Fund is to increase revenues and expenditures by $10,000. 

Budget Revision 2019-25
Council Meeting Date: Nov 13, 2018

Description: The purpose of this budget revision is to increase revenue and expenditure budget authority for Municipal 
Court for a Juvenile Adjudication Fund Grant. The grant award is for $10,000 and requires a $1,000 match which will come 
from existing operational budget. 
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UCR COUNCIL PRESENTATION 

NOVEMBER 2018 

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program was established by the FBI in 1930 with the intent 

of establishing a reliable set of crime statistics for use in law enforcement administration, 

operation, and management.  The contribution of UCR data by individual agencies is, and has 

always been, voluntary.  While there are limitations to the UCR program, it is the pre-eminent 

law enforcement data collection process and over 17,000 law enforcement agencies submit 

their data to better inform policy development, grant funding, strategic and operational 

decision making, and criminological research and analysis.  While presenting a nationwide view 

of crime, the data is regularly used comparatively amongst city, county, state, tribal, and federal 

law enforcement agencies.   

Most states, including New Mexico, centralize data collection within the state prior to 

submitting the data to the FBI.  The FBI then compiles, publishes, and distributes the data in 

three annual publications:  Crime in the United States, Hate Crime Statistics, and Law 

Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted.  Additionally, twice per year, the FBI publishes a 

Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime Report and Preliminary Annual Uniform crime Report, 

which provide the percent change of Part 1 offenses from the previous reporting period to the 

current one for population groups and geographical regions.   

Offenses reported as crime statistics are determined by the FBI Uniform Crime Report Program 

and are classified as crimes against persons (violent crime) and crimes against property.  The 

offenses of murder (homicide), rape, robbery and aggravated assault make up the violent crime 

category.  The offenses of arson, burglary, larceny, and auto theft make up the property crime 

category.  Both of these categories combined are referred to as Part I Offenses. 

From the inception of the program, it was evident that differences among state criminal codes 

precluded a mere aggregation of state statistics to arrive at a national total.  Therefore, a 

standardized model was created to include offense definitions by which law enforcement were 

to submit data without regard for local statutes.   

There have been multiple changes to the program including a finer level of detail regarding 

many data points such as victim demographics, the addition of arson, the addition of Hate 

Crimes and bias motivation, and expanded definitions.   

The need for more detail has resulted in another data collection program called the National 

Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS).  NIBRS collects data on each incident and arrest 

within 22 different offense categories made up of 46 specific crimes called Group A offenses.  

Data collection includes administrative, offense, victim, property, offender, and arrestee 

information.  In addition, there are 11 Group B offenses for which only arrest data are 

collected.  The intent of NIBRS is to take full advantage of available crime data maintained in 

modern law enforcement records systems, resulting in fuller and more meaningful data than 
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those traditionally produced by the UCR system.  All law enforcement agencies are required to 

transition to NIBRS by 2021. 

PROCESS 

Modern law enforcement records management systems are built to accommodate UCR 

reporting guidelines including the recent RMS system LAPD transitioned to (Executive 

Information Services  EIS).  The Officer who completes the report, is required to identify by 

statute, the relevant violations of law.  The selection of the case type by the Officer results in 

the proper coding for Uniform Crime Reporting.  In addition to them selecting the case type, 

the Officer must select the corresponding UCR code that specifically identifies a Part 1 crime, if 

applicable.  The supervisor, then checks the report for errors.  A second and third check is then 

conducted by the Records Supervisor and Operations Commander prior to a monthly 

compilation.  However, it should be noted, the reconciliation of crime data can, and does 

change given the status of cases that are re-categorized based on additional information.  This 

can occur up to months later.  For example, we had a report of an aggravated robbery at an 

ATM which was initially classified and reported as a Part 1 Crime (Robbery).  Through 

subsequent investigation, the robbery was determined to be unfounded as the incident was 

actually the result of a drug deal gone badly.  Other examples could include an aggravated 

assault where the person ultimately dies.  While initially classified and scored as an Aggravated 

Assault, it would ultimately be re-classified as a homicide.  Sometimes the reconciliation can 

result in a change in the total Part 1 crime number, and other times it may result in a re-

classification where the overall Part 1 crime number does not change.   

Two other guidelines that impact overall Part 1 Crime numbers include the hierarchy rule with 

multiple-offense situations and the separation of time and place rule.  The hierarchy rule is 

utilized when more than one Part 1 offense is classified as a result of the same incident, only 

the highest on the hierarchy list is scored and not the other offenses in the multiple-offense 

situation.  For example, a burglar breaks into a home, steals several times, and places them in a 

car belong to the owner of the home.  The homeowner returns and surprises the thief, who in 

turn knocks the owner unconscious by hitting him over the head with a chair.  The burglar then 

drives away in the home owner’s car.  Applying the hierarchy rule to crime reporting, you would 

classify the offenses to include Burglary, Larceny, Robbery, Aggravated Assault, and Motor 

Vehicle Theft, while scoring only one offense, the Robbery, as the highest crime indicated 

within the list of Part 1 Offenses.   For the Separation of Time and Place Rule, if the interval 

between offenses and distance between locations are insignificant, i.e. the offenses occur 

during an unbroken time duration at the same or adjoining locations, this constitutes a single 

criminal transaction.  For example, 10 vehicles are broken into overnight all along the same 

street.  Though multiple vehicle burglaries occurred, they are scored as one Part 1 crime due to 

the interval and location. 

Despite limitations in the UCR program as a whole, significant internal and external processes 

are in place to enhance data collection accuracy.  Permanent documentation of each crime is 
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made immediately upon receipt of a complaint or call for service.  Shift supervisors have 

immediate oversight at the shift level to ensure all complaints and calls for service are promptly 

recorded and accurately tabulated, which is again evaluated by Records personnel and the 

Operations Commander to ensure the crime classification conforms to the uniform 

classification of offenses.  Documentation is made in each case showing fully the details of the 

offense as alleged by the complaint and as disclosed by the investigation.  The Chief Executive 

Officer signs off on all statistical reports and ensures the reports conform in all respects to the 

UCR standards and regulations.   

The New Mexico State Program, who receives these reports must conform to the National UCR 

program standards.  To participate in the program, the state must have a proven, effective, 

statewide program and have instituted acceptable quality control procedures.  The state 

program must have adequate staff assigned to conduct audits and to assist contributing 

agencies in record-keeping practices and crime reporting procedures.  The state program must 

have the proven capability to supply all the statistical data required in time to meet publication 

deadlines.  The FBI edits and reviews individual agency reports for both completeness and 

quality.  The FBI has direct contact with individual agency contributors within the state when 

necessary, assessing the validity of reported data by providing a quality assurance review.  The 

FBI coordinates with the state UCR program to conduct training within the state on law 

enforcement record keeping and crime reporting procedures.   

Beyond these stated accountability systems, the Los Alamos Police Department has a proven 

record of transparency as evidenced by:  quarterly reporting of UCR crime to the community, 

community partnerships to include the Crime Tip Line and Website Crime Reporting in an effort 

to identify persons of interest and suspects in criminal activity, achieving National Accreditation 

through CALEA where all of our policies and records are open to inspection by Accreditation 

assessors (and by the way we were accredited with 100% compliance of all applicable 

standards), trust building programs within the community to include Coffee with a Cop where 

any citizen can inquire about the operations of the Department, Pro-Active crime prevention 

programs to include active shooter awareness  and training, Crime Alert cards, public 

education, media releases to inform the public on emerging trends and scams, a 

comprehensive and accountability driven complaint process, and an open door policy with the 

Chief of Police who has consistently demonstrated a willingness to meet with citizens regarding 

concerns with the department.   

The petitioners in this matter indicate, in pertinent part, they call on the County Council to 

address the issues of under-reporting criminal activity within the County of Los Alamos, and a 

review of the monthly UCR Return A forms submitted to NMPDA which represent higher levels 

of crime than that which is reported in the Annual Crime Reports submitted by LAPD. 
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I must assume that the impetus for the petition is related to a string of email inquiries by one of 

the petitioners, James Whitehead, who on May 16th, 2018 emailed me the following: 

Chief, 

I have been doing research on crime within Los Alamos County, and I notice that the reported 

occurances of Part 1 violent crimes do not match the Uniform Crime Reports submitted by your office to 

the New Mexico Department of Public Safety. Specifically, 99 occurances of part 1 violent crime were 

reported to the state in 2016, but only 17 occurances were reported in the 2016 annual report 

submitted to the county. In 2017 only 25 occurances of the 58 occurances of Part 1 violent crimes 

reported to the state were included in the 2017 annual report. Why are the reports different? 

I have requested and received all of the UCR Return A forms submitted by your office to the New Mexico 

Department of Public Saftey, and the form clearly eliminates all unfounded/unsubstantiated reports of 

these crimes. I am hoping there is a reasonable explanation for the inconsistency, but after speaking 

with the DPS Records Staff, they have assured me that their records are accurate.  

I am looking forward to receiving your reply.   

Regards,  

James Whitehead 

Attached to this correspondence were copies of the 2016 and 2017 forms referred to in the email.     

I responded to Mr. Whitehead that simply adding numbers on these forms versus what is reportable 

UCR activity are two separate functions.  I included the UCR handbook so that he could gain a proper 

understanding of what the UCR program is and how various incidents are defined and reported.  Other 

than some additional UCR related IPRA requests, I have not been contacted about this issue by Mr. 

Whitehead following this email exchange.   

I conducted the following analysis for the 2016 and 2017 numbers comparing what was published in the 

annual report, versus the numbers submitted to the state for UCR, versus what appears on the FBI 

website: 
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*Two Arson offenses not listed on the Return A Forms 

In evaluating Mr. Whitehead’s concern regarding his email it appears he has added the total number of 

offenses known to police which include simple assault.  For example, Mr. Whitehead stated in his email: 

I have been doing research on crime within Los Alamos County, and I notice that the reported 

occurances of Part 1 violent crimes do not match the Uniform Crime Reports submitted by your office to 

the New Mexico Department of Public Safety. Specifically, 99 occurances of part 1 violent crime were 

reported to the state in 2016, but only 17 occurances were reported in the 2016 annual report 

submitted to the county. In 2017 only 25 occurances of the 58 occurances of Part 1 violent crimes 

reported to the state were included in the 2017 annual report. Why are the reports different? 

For 2016, Mr. Whitehead states there were 99 occurrences of violent crime reported to the state in 

2016, but only 17 occurrences reported in the annual report.  In 2016, we did report a total of 97 

offenses under the Assault Category on the Return A.  However, 2 of those were unfounded, and 81 

were simple assault, neither of which are reported as Part 1 Crime. 

Mr. Whitehead was further concerned that in 2017, only 25 occurrences of the 58 occurrences of Part 1 

violent crimes reported to the state were included in the 2017 annual report.  In 2017, there were a 

total of 58 total offenses reported under the Assault Category of the Return A.  However, the 11 

reported in January included a misprint as it was actually 10, 5 offenses were unfounded, and 28 were 

simple assault.  Again, unfounded offenses and simple assault offenses are not Part 1 crimes and are not 

calculated as such.   

16 Annual Report 16 UCR Submission 16 FBI Website

Rape 3 3 3

Robbery 1 1 1

Assault 13 14 14

Burglary 12 12 16

Larceny 120 117 117

MV Theft 6 6 6

Total 155 153* 157

17 Annual Report 17 UCR Submission 17 FBI Website

Rape 4 4 4

Robbery 2 2 2

Assault 19 23 24

Burglary 11 11 11

Larceny 88 80 80

MV Theft 2 2 2

Total 126 122 123
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In summary, I have highly dedicated and trained staff who devote considerable time to ensure all of our 

data entry and reporting are accurate.  While these numbers do not always match across reporting 

platforms, the minor disparities are a product of either UCR reporting rules, cleared cases after the fact, 

or at times subject to human error in calculation.  However, the numbers appropriately reflect crime 

rates in Los Alamos and are well within the range of acceptability. 

Chief D. Sgambellone 
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