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Los Alamos County Boards & Commissions Application

General Information

All County Board and Commission members must be residents of Los Alamos County.  Lodgers’
Tax Advisory Board members, except the at-large community member, do not need to be residents
if they are employed/represent an attraction or hotel.

Once a resident fills out and submits this application, an interview is scheduled with the B&C's
County Council liaison, the relevant staff liaison, and the B&C Chair.  After the interviews, the
applicants' names are presented to the full Council during a regularly scheduled Council meeting,
where a vote is taken regarding the appointment of each applicant.  Each applicant will be notified if
they are appointed or not.

Only on-line applications will be considered.  

If you are interested in applying for the Board of Public Utilities, please contact Jamie Kephart at
505-662-8132.

If you are interested in applying for Labor Relations Board, please contact Denise Cassel at 505-
662-8047.

Profile

Board and Commision Application

Note:  Please be aware that as a public entity, the County of Los Alamos, is obligated to furnish this
information to the public if requested.  Note also that current LANL employees, if appointed to a
Board or Commission, may be required by LANL to complete a 701 form.

Party affiliation as registered: (Select one of the following) *

 Republican 

Registered to vote in Los Alamos?

 Yes  No
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How did you learn of this Board/Commission vacancy?

friend

Do you currently serve on any County Board or Commission?

 Yes  No

If yes, which one? (Los Alamos County law prohibits residents from serving concurrently on
more than one County board except as expressly approved in writing by the County Council
before the appointment is made.)

Interests & Experiences

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Environmental Sustainability: Submitted 

Why would you like to serve on this particular Board or Commission?

I am committed to working with others to preserve the unique and beautiful environment of Los Alamos
County for future generations.

What volunteer or professional activities have you participated in that could apply to this
appointment?

1. Electrical engineer for Los Alamos National Laboratory, Weapons Division: experience evaluating
safety and effluent regulations, particularly as they apply to manufacturing waste; also experience in
implementing waste stream management protocols for hazardous wastes 2. Electrical engineer for
Tucson Electric Power Company: experience in evaluating best methods for power generation and in
assessing environmental impacts of such 3. Homeowner experienced with various types of xeri-scaping
and drip system watering; also experienced in the use of solar panels for water heating; experienced in
small scale vegetable, fruit and nut production

The time involved may be 10-15 hours per month or more. Are you able to serve the
volunteer hours and attend training needed to perform your duties as an appointee?

Yes. Because I am retired this is a commitment I am willing and able to fulfill.

What would you like to accomplish during your tenure on this Board or Commission?
(Please identify any special interests you have that led you to become interested in serving
on this Board or Commission.)

I became aware of a lack of solid data and information being readily available to guide ESB decisions -- a
problem which could be remedied if someone experienced in research and manufacturing were available
to do the work needed to obtain and assess the information. I have the skills needed to aid the ESB in its
evaluations. Frequently, something that is described as a "no-brainer" is anything but! It is wise to be
thorough and forthright before making decisions which impact our environment and our economic
livelihoods. I would like to accomplish a standard of research and a methodology for gaining the best
understanding of an idea being deliberated, so our advice to Council can be well-grounded in the best
knowledge to date for a particular question.
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Have you had any direct or indirect involvement with this Board or Commission or with the
County staff supporting this Board or Commission or County Councilors? If so, please
explain.

I became aware that important aspects related to the "no-brainer" idea of banning plastic bags, plastic
straws, and Styrofoam were not being discussed. I believe one reason this idea was brought forward
again (after having been investigated and rejected just 4 years ago) was that the reasons for not
accepting the ban in 2015 were not effectively noted or explained. Because there was not a solid case
made for rejecting the ban in 2015 we are back to investigating it all again. I do not mean to imply there is
never a good reason to bring an issue back again for new review. Rather, the reasons I have read in the
newspapers for bringing the bag ban issue back for review are the same as the reasons brought forth the
first time in 2015. My conclusion is that the original reasons for not accepting the ban were not clearly
addressed in a memorandum to Council in 2015.

Are there any issue or matters, financial or otherwise, that you are now or might become
involved in that may come before the Board or Commission for which you seek
appointment?

No.

If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Lai at 505-663-3436 or barbara.lai@lacnm.us

Valerie A Shelley Page 3 of 3

Attachment C



Attachment C



Attachment C



Attachment C



Attachment C



Attachment C



Attachment C


	Valerie Shelley Redacted Application 
	Valerie Shelley_ESB Applicant_Interview Questions



