Briefing to Los Alamos County Councll
on Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

March 18, 2025
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What i1s a WUI?

« Wildlife Urban Interface (WUI) is typically referred to as
the zone where wildland areas (forests or other natural
landscapes) meet with an urban development

 WUI codes are regulations designed to address fire risks
and are often part of building and fire codes

— LAC Municipal Code Chapters 10 and 22

« WUI's are particularly important for emergency planning
and to aid with insurance issues
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Why WUI, Why Now?

 Elevated Wildfire Risk

 Notable Historical Wildfire Events Near Los Alamos

— Cerro Grande 2000, Dome Fire 2003, Las Conchas 2011,
Thompson Ridge 2013, Cerro Pelado 2022, Hermits Peak/Calf
Canyon 2022

* Optimal Time to Act
 |nsurance Considerations
* Prioritizing Safety
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Los Alamos County WUI

« Based on the 2021 International
Wildland Urban Interface Code

« Chapter 5, Special Building
Construction Regulations, LAC
Code Chapter 10

« Chapter 6, Fire Protection
Requirements, LAC Code
Chapter 22
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Los Alamos County WUI

IWUIC definitions

APPENDIX C

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY FORM « Chapter 5, Special Building Construction

The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless spectfically referenced in the adopting ordinance.

' Regulations, LAC Code Chapter 10

About this appendix: Appondix G, wihile not part of the code, wmceompmalrmmm(mpmngbhsnzu when specifically

inchicdod i the adopting ordinance, s purpose is 10 provide an altemative methodology fo using Table 502.1 for analyzing the firo hazard . -, . -
e m o e S e e e e — Class 1 Fire Hazard, Extreme- Ignition Resistant
ma;dmwﬂ:ﬂw:mlwmrwml wisting or fo be constructed on Mm)mmmwn .
Construction
o SRR S o e e ' — Roofs, Class A

C101.1 Fire hazard severity form. Wh ndopied Table |2 Defensibe Spice
C101.1 is permitted to be used as Ilm Thl ___ 70% or more of site |
TABLE C101.1

T —  Skylights and eaves

Pt T e = — Doesn'tinclude roof valleys, gutters or downspouts, or
‘ i — : vertical glazing due, to burdensome costs or
e — new/additional permits for homeowners

502.1 foranalyzing the fie hazaed sever

30% or mare 10__

20 feet (6096 mm) or more

[T
Toss than 20 foet (6096 mm) 3 Class C Fire Raicd e
3. Accasibility Nonrsiod ==
Road grade 3% or less’ | 1 | [FFire Protection—Water Source
Road grade more than 5% 3 500 GPM (1892, Limin) hydrant within 1,000 feel
4. Sccondary Road Temiinus (304.8m)

Tiydrant farther than 1,000 fect (304.8 m) or draft site

wmmenas - ¢ Chapter 6, Fire Protection Requirements, LAC Code

Water source arther than 20 i, and 45 min. of
less, round trip

— | [ Water source fariher than 43 rin., round tip 0_
i - ¥ Existing Building Construction Materialy | a p te r

Toop roads, cal-de-sacs with an outside mm;ng

radius of 45 feet (13 716 mm) or greater L
Cil-de-sac famarownd 7
Ticad-cnd rouds 200 fect (60 980 mam) oF Tessn | 5

th
s

Dead-cnd roads greater than 200 feet (60 960
mm) in lengih

S._Street Signs = o Nonmmmsuhleuain;wmbmiuedeck ! <_ H
— il — — Defensible space around structures
ll\]/.-ler'-:u;’f:“’“cn""'“‘"“) ] All underground wtilities =] .- . - H 1 1
T o e — Requiring sprinklers for any commercial and multi-family
e ——h structures
| PtremeHazard 17
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WUI Adoption Next Steps

« Educational Public Meeting
— Goal is to inform and have dialogue about this Code Ordinance
— Talk about roll-out process, issues begin with dialogue,
— Not looking for citations, looking to be proactive

 Introduction of Ordinance April 2025
* Public Hearing May 2025
« 30-day appeal period
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Questions?

HOW:2,
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