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Plastic Bag Ordinance
Historical Context 

and
Current Perspectives

Angel Meng
Sustainability Office

Student Intern
July 16, 2026



History of Plastic Ban Ban (2015)

Citizen petition requesting a
plastic bag ban and a $0.10 paper
bag fee

County Council directed ESB to
conduct public outreach

80.1% out of 251 participants
opposed a plastic bag ban

72.2% out of 252 participants
opposed reducing the distribution
of single-use bags

Resulted in ESB recommending
education rather than regulation



History of Plastic Ban Ban (2019)

Second citizen petition sought to
ban plastic bags, straws, and
Styrofoam

Council instead focused on waste reduction
initiatives, largely due to the COVID-19 virus, where
reusable bags were banned from Smith’s to reduce
spread of disease



History of Plastic Ban Ban (2025-2026)

In 2025, Council asked ESB to evaluate
recyclability, alternatives, costs, and
impacts of single-use plastic bags

In 2026, Council directed ESB to develop a single-
use plastic bag ordinance, resulting in the draft
ordinance currently under consideration



Outreach

Bottom Line &
Sustainability

Newsletter

Press Release Chamber of
Commerce

Social Media Website



Overview of All Comments

Total of 213 comments
were collected (Email,
Cognito Forms, Facebook
Commentary)

66% in opposition

28% in support

4% gave general feedback

3% have a neutral stance



Overview of Comments Excluding Facebook

Total of 110 comments
were collected (Email,
Cognito Forms)

49% in opposition

43% in support

7% gave general feedback

1% have a neutral stance



Main Themes from Opponents

Single-Use Plastic
Bags are not “Single-

Use”

Bags are reused for small trash
cans, pet waste, packing
materials, cleaning messes,
general household use
People will simply buy single-use
plastic bags online if banned
from stores

Government Overreach
vs. Personal Choice

Issue should be left to
individual choice rather than
govt. mandates
Limits personal freedom
Unnecessary govt. regulation



Main Themes from Opponents

Businesses and Citizens 

Increased costs for small
businesses already struggling
Increased costs for customers
already on low incomes
Administrative complexity

Education Instead of
Regulation

Encourage voluntary reusable
bag use
Educate residents
Incentives instead of bans
Many shared the sentiment
that “people who want
reusable bags already use
them



Main Themes from Opponents

Only Addresses Small
Part of Plastic Waste

Why grocery bags are being
targeted while items such as
plastic packaging, food
containers, bottles, remain
widely used

Education Instead of
Regulation

How would enforcement
occur
Whether resources should be
spent policing bags
Whether the punishment fits
the crime



Main Themes from Supporters

Reduces Plastic
Pollution (most

common)

Litter reduction
Wildlife protection
Cleaner community
Risk to long-term health through
microplastics
Risk to wildlife

Encourage Reusable
Bags

Reusable bags are easy to
use
Many people already use
them 
The community can adapt
quickly 



Main Themes from Supporters

Aligns with Climate
and Sustainability

Goals

Reducing waste and single-use
plastics
Reducing carbon footprint
Creating a cleaner community in
Los Alamos

Other Communities
Have Succeeded

Argument that residents
adapt after a short
adjustment period
Referenced other locations
that have successful plastic
bag bans such as Las Cruces,
Santa Fe, San Diego,
Colorado



Thank You



Climate Action Plan 
Implementation 

Update
Los Alamos County Council

Angelica Gurule | August 4, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good evening, County Council 
Tonight I will provide an update on our sustainability efforts



What Council Adopted

• 2026 Strategic Leadership Plan – Environmental Stewardship, Climate 
Action and Resiliency

• Implement the roadmap for reducing greenhouse gas emission, 
achieving a carbon neutral energy supply, and increasing climate 
resilience

• Achieve carbon neutrality by 2050
• Become a carbon-neutral electric provider by 2040
• Phase out natural gas for:

• County operations by 2050
• Community by 2070

ATTACHMENT A
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Climate Action Plan Metrics
ATTACHMENT A
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Website: https://www.losalamosnm.gov/Government/Initiatives/Sustainability-and-Conservation-Initiatives

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is an attachment in your agenda packet that has updated performance metrics for each of the 13 action items



At-a-Glance Progress

Year 1 (FY26) and Year 2 (FY27) Progress Overview
13 total climate actions
• 1 completed
• 5 ongoing
• 4 in progress
• 3 upcoming

ATTACHMENT A
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Co m p le te d  Actio n s
• Fleet Conversion Plan and Community-Wide EV 

Charging Plan
• Plan was accepted by Council in October 

2025

• FY26 County transitioned to 5 EV’s 
• 2 Facilities 
• 1 Parks
• 2 DPU
• 1 Hybrid – Motor Pool

• FY27 County plans to transition to 2-4 EV’s
• 1 Library
• 1 Assessor
• 1 Transit Admin
• 1 DPU

ATTACHMENT A
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Ongoing Actions

Expand Community Partnerships
• Currently exploring Extended Producer 

Responsibility at the statewide level
Encourage community-energy efficiency and 
electrification retrofits

• Energy Efficiency Kit Workshop at PEEC
• Water and Energy Conservation Plan public 

engagement (5 days)
• Co op's Birthday Bash
• PEEC Earth Day: Time of Use
• Farmer's market, making time of use work for you
• Chamber Fest

ATTACHMENT A
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Ongoing Actions
Conduct recycling and composting outreach and 
education
• Provided a Zero Waste Station at the Jemez Mountain 

Trail Run and collected 
• 326lbs of compostable materials
• 14lbs of aluminum
• 33lbs of glass
• 49lbs of cardboard
• 167lbs of mixed recycle
• 71lbs landfilled

• Collaborating with PEEC on rain barrel workshop, 
reusing old trash roll carts

• Participated in PEEC & County Earth Day and 
Farmer’s Market

ATTACHMENT A
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What’s Actively Underway
Expand electric energy resiliency
• Foxtail Flats 170MW Solar Array and 80MW Battery Storage Under Construction 

• Estimated Completion Date: April 2027 (50%) and June 2027 (100%)
• Site clearing and grubbing completed and 20% of staking has been completed

ATTACHMENT A
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WR Construction project is underway, we're waiting for auger. Est. date of completion - ? Recloser configuration - status? Foxtail - no live cam, but Abbey has photos, road and culverts constructed, site clearing & grubbing complete, 20% of staking has been completed. On schedule for getting power pril 2027 -50% and June 2027 100%. NPR.org article on Foxtail flats from Ute tribe perspective - not published yet. Tie line, backup line from LANL has been completed, this is a backup way to power WR, if we ever lost the transformer. Balcony solar under review for potential recommendation for County policy. 



What’s Actively Underway

Promote Electric Vehicle Adoption 
• Direct Current Fast Chargers at Mesa Public Library

• Estimated completion date: October 2026
• Partially funded by NMDOT Grant Funds

ATTACHMENT A
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two DCFC with 150MW out per port will be up and running by October 2026
The equipment was delivered first week in July
The electric panel will be delivered in September 
 



Electric Vehicle Chargers Report

ATTACHMENT A
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Municipal Building EV Charger UtilizationChargePoint Charger Financial Analysis

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sessions: 103 July 2026 as of 7/7/26
Accumulated 2506 or 417 per month




What’s Actively Underway
• Public Climate Education Campaigns

• Estimated completion date: October 2026
• Give a Shift campaign launched at Earth Day & Water Festival
• Climate Action Bingo

ATTACHMENT A
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What’s Actively Underway

• Adopt Green Building Standards
• Goal: Promote fossil fuel 

reduction in new residential, 
commercial, and municipal 
construction by adopting a 
green building performance 
standard 

• Eli Isaacson, Community 
Development Director will 
provide an update on this item. 

ATTACHMENT A
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What’s Coming Next

• Finalize Request for proposal (RFP) to establish a food composting 
collection and management services 

• Develop RFP to conduct a vulnerability assessment
• Develop RFP to conduct residential energy audits
• Promote green stormwater infrastructure and low-impact development
• Expand mixed-use, transit-oriented development policies
• Support the local food system

ATTACHMENT A
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LID - They have a draft of the LID brochure, they will refocus after Aug 4. Goal is to complete this year. Focus on promotion of LID.

Mixed Use Transit Oriented Development Policies - Will be complete once Comp Plan is adopted. Existing downtown plans promotes density in LA and WR. 



Environmental Sustainability Board

• Environmental Sustainability Board 
has three members with terms 
expiring July 31, 2026

• Developing recommendation for the 
Proposed Plastic Bag Ordinance

• Hosted Water and Energy 
conservation education at the 
PEEC/DPU water festival

• Hosting booths at Farmer’s Market 
monthly – sharing info on Give a Shift 
Climate Action Campaign

• Contributing to implementation of 
Climate Action Plan

ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT A



Thank you! 
Questions?
Contact Information:
Angelica Gurule 
Angelica.Gurule@losalamosnm.gov 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Angelica 

That concludes my update. 
Thank you for your time and continued support – I’m happy to answer any questions.
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