Los Alamos, NM 87544
www.losalamosnm.us

County of Los Alamos

Minutes

County Council — Regular Session

Denise Derkacs, Council Chair, Theresa Cull, Council Vice-Chair,
Melanee Hand, Suzie Havemann, Keith Lepsch,
David Reagor, and Randall Ryti, Councilors

Tuesday, December 12, 2023 6:00 PM Council Chambers - 1000 Central Avenue

1. OPENING/ROLL CALL
The Council Chair, Denise Derkacs, called the meeting to order at 5:58 p.m.
Council Chair Derkacs made opening remarks regarding the procedure of the meeting.
Ms. Anne Laurent, Deputy County Manager, listed the county employees in attendance via Zoom.
The following Councilors were in attendance:

Present: 7 - Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Led by: All

3. STATEMENT REGARDING CLOSED SESSION

Councilor Lepsch read the following statement to be included in the minutes: “The matters discussed in
the closed sessions of County Council held on December 7, 2023, that began at 3:30 p.m. and December
8th that began at 9:45 a.m. were limited only to the topics specified in the notice of the closed session,
and no action was taken on any matter in the closed sessions. We request that this statement be included
in the meeting minutes.”

4, PUBLIC COMMENT

None.
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5.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A motion was made by Councilor Ryti, seconded by Councilor Havemann, that Council
approve the agenda as presented.

The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 7 -Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA

None.

CONSENT AGENDA
Consent Motion:

A motion was made by Councilor Ryti, seconded by Councilor Cull, that Council approve the
items on the Consent Agenda as presented and that the motions in the staff reports be
included for the record.

Award of Bid No. 24-22 in the Amount of $2,669,659.00 plus Applicable Gross Receipts Tax to Meridian
Contracting for Construction of the Airport Fuel Farm Project, Establish a Project Budget in the Amount of
$3,550,000; and Approve Related Budget Revision 2024-38

| move that Council Award of Bid No. 24-22 in the Amount of $2,669,659.00 plus Applicable
Gross Receipts Tax to Meridian Contracting for Construction of the Airport Fuel Farm Project,
Establish a Project Budget in the Amount of $3,550,000; and Approve Related Budget
Revision 2024-38.

Approval of Services Agreement No. AGR24-17 with The Master's Touch in the amount of $630,000, plus
Applicable Gross Receipts Tax, for the Purpose of Utility Bill Printing Services

I move that Council approve Services Agreement No. AGR24-17 with Master's Touch in the
amount of $630,000 plus applicable gross receipts tax, for the purpose of utility bill printing
and bill insert services.

Contract for General Services, Agreement No. AGR23-53 with LSP Data Solutions in the Amount Not to
Exceed Three Hundred Fifty Thousand ($350,000), plus Applicable New Mexico Gross Receipts Taxes
(NMGRT), for e-Discovery Services and Expertise in Response to Inspection of Public Records Act (IPRA)
and of IPRA: NMSA 1978, 14-2-1 Requests

I move that Council approve agreement No. AGR23-53 with LSP Data Solutions in the amount
not to exceed three hundred fifty thousand ($350,000), plus applicable New Mexico Gross
Receipts Taxes (NMGRT), for e-Discovery services and expertise in response to Inspection
of Public Records Act (IPRA) and of IPRA: NMSA 1978, 14-2-1 Requests.

Approval of County Council Minutes for the November 28, 2023 Regular Session

| move that Council approve the County Council Minutes for the November 28, 2023 Regular
Session.
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E.  Award of Bid No. IFB 24-24 for the Purpose of Bayo Lift Station Elimination Project with DUB-L-EE, LLC and
Approval of Budget Revision 2024-33

| move that Council approve the Award of Bid No. IFB 24-24 for the Purpose of Bayo Lift
Station Elimination Project with DUB-L-EE, LLC. in the Amount of $2,181,108.53 and a
contingency in the amount of $317,044.42, for a total of $2,498,152.95, plus Applicable Gross
Receipts Tax. | further move that the Board of Public Utilities approve Budget Revision 2024-
33 and incorporate the Budget Revision into the minutes for the record.

F.  Committee Appointment(s) - Los Alamos County Health Council

I move that Council appoint Lisa Hampton to the Los Alamos County Health Council for a
term beginning on January 7, 2024, and ending on January 6, 2026.

G.  Council’'s Action to Affirmatively Elect to Continue to Operate Under the County’s Local Labor Management
Relations Board

I move that Council affirmatively elect to continue to operate under the County’s Local Labor
Management Relations Board, and direct staff to submit this decision to the County’s Labor
Management Relations Board for its submittal to the State Public Employees Labor Relations
Board before December 31, 2023.

H.  Approval of Budget Revision 2024-35 for Routine and Recurring Grant Agreements from the State Fire
Marshal's Office, The New Mexico Department of Transportation and The New Mexico State Library

I move that Council approve Budget Revision 2024-35 as summarized on Attachment A and
that the attachments be made part of the minutes of this meeting.

l. Approval of Budget Revision 2024-39 related to the Cooperative Agreement extension for Year 10

| move that Council approve Budget Revision 2024-39 as summarized on Attachment A and
that the attachments be made part of the minutes of this meeting.

Approval of the Consent Agenda:
The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti

8. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Incorporated County of Los Alamos Code Ordinance No. 02-306, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 6 Animal
Ordinance

Police Chief Dino Sgambellone spoke.
Mr. Paul Sena, Animal Shelter Manager, spoke.
Mr. Alvin Leaphart, County Attorney, spoke.

Public comment:
None.
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A motion was made by Councilor Reagor, seconded by Councilor Hand, that the Council
reject the Ordinance as presented.

Councilor Ryti offered the following Friendly Amendment: to clarify that the comments related
to the Chapter 6 draft code will be addressed and that the key comments as summarized in
the meeting will be addressed with changes to the revised ordinance. It was rejected.

The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 5-Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Reagor, and
Councilor Ryti

No: 2 - Councilor Havemann and Councilor Lepsch

9. BUSINESS

A. Contract for General Services, Agreement No. AGR24-20 with Los Alamos Arts Council in the Amount Not
To Exceed $969,512 over Seven Years, for the Purpose of Art Center Operations and Community Arts and
Cultural Programming

Ms. Anne Laurent, Deputy County Manager, presented.

Public comment:

The Rector of St. Job of Pochaiv spoke.
Mr. Antonio Maggiore spoke.

Ms. Jill Lang spoke.

Ms. Sam McRae spoke.

Ms. Vanessa Feagin spoke.

Ms. Megan Green spoke.

Ms. Alex Jonko spoke.

Ms. Antonia Sanders spoke.

Ms. Rachel Pearson spoke.

Ms. Lisabeth Lueninghoener spoke.
Ms. Jillian Rubio spoke.

Ms. Jacquelyn Connolly spoke.

Ms. Melissa Mackey spoke.

A motion was made by Councilor Ryti, seconded by Councilor Havemann, that Council
approve Contract for General Services, Agreement No. AGR24-20 with Los Alamos Arts
Council in the Amount Not To Exceed $969,512 over seven years if all extensions are
executed, for the purpose of Art Center Operations and Community Arts and Cultural
Programming.

The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti
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B. Discussion and Possible Approval of Draft Term Sheet for a Local Economic Development Assistance (LEDA)
Project with SALA Los Alamos Event Center, LLC (SALA)

Mr. Steven Lynne, County Manager, presented.
Mr. Allan Saenz, SALA Event Center Owner, spoke.

Public comment:

Mr. Kevin Holsapple spoke.
Ms. Sylvia Williams spoke.
Mr. Ted Galvez spoke.

Ms. Jillian Rubio spoke.

A motion was made by Councilor Hand, seconded by Councilor Havemann, that Council
approve the draft term sheet for a LEDA project with SALA and direct the County Manager to
return to Council with an authorizing ordinance and related project participation agreement
for consideration.

The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 7 -Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti

RECESS
Councilor Derkacs called for a recess at 7:55 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 8:09 p.m.

C. Discussion of and Possible Action on the Draft Wildlife Feeding Ordinance and Review of Community
Feedback

Mr. Steven Lynne, County Manager, spoke.
Councilor Ryti presented.

Public comment:

Ms. Sally Fellers spoke.

Ms. Sally Fitzgibbon spoke.

Mr. Michael Smith spoke.

Ms. Lynn Wysocki-Smith spoke.
Ms. Akkana Peck spoke.

Ms. Jillian Rubio spoke.

A motion was made by Councilor Cull, seconded by Councilor Ryti, that Council direct the
County Manager to move ahead with wildlife education in a manner similar to the outline
shown in Attachment C and take no further action at this time on the draft Wildlife Feeding
Ordinance.

The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 7 -Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti
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D. Presentation, Update, and Possible Action on the Bear Resistant Roll Cart and Dumpster Programs
Mr. Eric Martinez, Deputy Public Works Manager, presented.
Mr. Armando Gabaldon, Environmental Services Manager, presented.
Mr. Steven Lynne, County Manager, spoke.
Mr. Juan Real, Public Works Manager, spoke.

Public comment:
None.

A motion was made by Councilor Havemann, seconded by Councilor Lepsch, that Council
approve continuation of the bear resistant roll cart program by request only and request staff
revisit the program in 12 months.

Councilor Ryti offered the following Friendly Amendment to the motion: to modify “in 12
months” to “within 12 months.” It was accepted.

The amended motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 7 -Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti

E. Discussion and Possible Action on Temporary Fee Reductions for Season Passes at the Golf Course Due to
Construction in 2024

Ms. Katherine Hudspeth, Recreation Superintendent, presented.

Public comment:
None.

A motion was made by Councilor Hand, seconded by Councilor Havemann, that Council
approve temporary fee reductions, as per Attachment A, for season passes at the Los Alamos
County Golf Course for calendar year 2024, due to planned construction throughout the
season.
The motion passed with the following vote:
Yes: 7 -Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Ryti
10. COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. General Council Business
1) Discussion and Possible Approval of Revisions to the Council Procedural Rules
Vice-Chair Theresa Cull presented.
Mr. Alvin Leaphart, County Attorney, spoke.

Mr. Steven Lynne, County Manager, spoke.

Public comment:
None.
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Councilor Lepsch left during the discussion of this item, at 10:30 p.m.

A motion was made by Councilor Cull, seconded by Councilor Hand, that Council approve
the revisions to the Council Procedural Rules as indicated and amended in Attachment A.

The motion passed with the following vote:

Yes: 5 - Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Cull, Councilor Hand, Councilor Havemann,
and Councilor Ryti

No: 1 - Councilor Reagor

Absent: 1 - Councilor Lepsch

RECESS
Councilor Derkacs called for a recess at 10:39 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 10:45 p.m.

Appointments

None.

Boards and Commission Vacancy Report

No report.

Board, Commission, and Working Group Reports

Councilor Hand reported on the Historic Preservation Advisory Board.

Councilor Havemann reported on the Environmental Sustainability Board and the Parks and Recreation
Board.

County Manager’s Report
County Manager Steven Lynne gave an update on ARPA grants and loans for business assistance.
Council Chair Report

Chair Derkacs thanked Vice-Chair Cull for standing in during her absence, gave thanks to Councilors and
Staff for their hard work, and wished everyone a happy holiday season.

Approval of Councilor Expenses

None.

Preview of Upcoming Agenda Items

1) Tickler Report of Upcoming Agenda Items

Chair Derkacs noted the additional Special Sessions scheduled for December 15t and December 18,
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1. COUNCILOR COMMENTS
Councilor Hand attended a meeting for the North Central Regional Transit District Finance subcommittee.

Councilor Ryti attended the State 4H awards and a recent Energy Community Alliance webinar. He also
wished everyone Happy Holidays.

12. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 10:55 p.m.

INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS

Denise Derkacs, Council Chair

Attest:

Naomi D. Maestas, County Clerk

Meeting Transcribed by: Allison Collins, Deputy Clerk
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Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session

December 12, 2023

Item 7.H Attachment A

Budget Office Revision 2024-35

Revenue | Expenditures | Transfers | Fund Balance

Fund & Department Org Object (decrease) (decrease) In(Out) (decrease)
L |Fire Marshal Fund 14461444 3425 $ 161,207 s 161,207
2 Fire Marshal Fund 14461444 8369 3 161,207 3 (161,207)
3 | General Fund/Fire/ FEMA Grant 01162611 3319 s 173528 s 173,528
4 |General Fund/Fire/ FEMA Grant 01162611 8369 5 173,528 $ (173,528)
> |Transit/ Other Grants 65173293 3329 5 50585 $ 50,585
6 |Transit/Other Grants 65173293 8369 5 50,585 $ (50,585)
7 3435 $ 15529 $ 15,529

General Fund/CSD/Library 01151515

8 |General Fund/CSD/Library 01151515 8519 5 15,529 s (15,529)
9 S ]
10 $ -

Description: The purpose of this budget revision is to adjust the Fire Marshal Grant to align with the Grant Award , adjust the Transit Grant from NMDOT to Align with the Grant
Award received and to Budget Funds for the FEMA Grant received and the Library Grant Recieved from the State of NM.

Fiscal Impact: 0.00

ATTACHMENT A
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Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session

December 12, 2023

Item 7.1 Attachment A

Budget Council Revision 2024-39

Revenue Expenditures | Transfers | Fund Balance

Fund & Department Org Object (decrease) (decrease) In(Out) (decrease)
1 [Fire Cooperative Agreement Fund 663XXX 8XXX $ 14,703,568 S (14,703,568)
2 |Fire Cooperative Agreement Fund 66360939 3316 S 11,064,696 S 11,064,696
3 |Fire County Share- CA Interderpartmental Expenditure 01162810 8795 S 3,638,872 S (3,638,872)
4 |Fire Administration - Interpepartmental Revenue 66360929 5165 S 3,638,872 S 3,638,872
5 S -
6 S -
7 s -
8 S -
9 S -
10 S -

Description: The purpose of this budget revision is to adjust the expenditure budget in the Fire Fund and County's cost sahre for the extention agreement executed to closeout
the previous Fire Cooperative Agreement year 10, from what was originally estimated at the time of the budget adoption.

Fiscal Impact: This results in a net impact to the Fire Fund Balance of $ 0 and a decrease to the General Fund Balance of $ 3,638,872.

ATTACHMENT A
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Los Alamos County Council
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Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session

December 12, 2023

Item 9.C Attachment C

2024 Wildlife Education Plan

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE

The 2024 Wildlife Education Plan will focus on specific animal species and facts, highlighting behaviors and high
activity seasons specific to Los Alamos County, to better inform the residents and citizens of how to live with wildlife
on a day-to-day basis. The purpose will be to minimize human-wildlife interactions and negative environmental
impacts and improve the safety of both citizens and wildlife within the County.

TARGET AUDIENCE

Messages will focus on informing a new residents living with native wildlife for the first time, with easy access to
additional resources, such as quick facts, tips and tricks, more in depth information for each animal, and contact
information for the Los Alamos County New Mexico Game and Fish (NMG&F) officer. Understanding the county has
many long-term residents, messages will also highlight new information, reminders, and messages about problem
areas for knowledgeable citizens.

RESOURCES

NMG&F is the main point of contact and authority over all messaging. All messages, the campaign calendar, printed
publications, and PSA video messaging will be reviewed and approved by NMG&F. NMG&F has a good selection of
education materials currently available on their website. This website will be utilized regularly in most messaging:
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/home/publications/

Publications
¢ NMG&F Animal Brochures (numerous publications are available on the educational publications page on
the NMG&F webpage)
e Resource Cards (created by LAC - link & QR Code to NMG&F)
e Living with Large Predator Brochures (created by LAC and approved by NMG&F - spring and fall
versions — links back to NMG&F)

In addition, Los Alamos Police Department (LAPD) and Pajarito Environmental Education Center (PEEC) will
serve as local resources when creating PSA video messaging, managing specific case-by-case messaging, and
developing educational information and programming. The Los Alamos Nature Center is and continues to be a hub
for education and programming. The Santa Fe National Forest (SFNF) also provides a wide range of area-specific
information on their resource management website. This site will also serve as a resource when applicable.

New Mexico Wildlife is an online magazine produced by the NMG&F with a focus on department activities, native
wildlife, and outdoor recreation, including hunting and fishing. The magazine is available by PDF or the New Mexico
Wildlife website: http://magazine.wildlife.state.nm.us. New Mexico Wildlife also releases monthly e-newsletters and
special edition e-newsletters with exclusive content supplementing the seasonal PDF magazines. Sign up for e-
newsletter updates here: magazine.wildlife.state.nm.us.

Los Alamos County Public Library System also provides a wide variety of resources in-person and online. Users
can search for keywords, such as “New Mexico wildlife,” or search for specific publications, including books,
periodicals, audiobooks, ebooks, and movies.

Links

e NMG&F Homepage - https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us

¢ NMG&F Conservation Education - https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/education/conservation-education/

e LAPD Animal Control - https://www.losalamosnm.us/Health-and-Public-Safety/Police-Services/Animal-
Control
PEEC/Los Alamos Nature Center — www.losalamosnature.org

e Los Alamos County Public Library System Homepage —
https://losalamos.ent.sirsi.net/client/en US/default

e Los Alamos County Public Library System “New Mexico Wildlife” search —
https://losalamos.ent.sirsi.net/client/en US/default/search/results?qu=new+mexico+wildlife&te=

e  SFNF - https://www.fs.usda.gov/resources/santafe/landmanagement/resourcemanagement

ATTACHMENT C
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Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session

December 12, 2023

Item 9.C Attachment C

CAMPAIGN OUTLETS*

e Social Media — Animal Facts and information, PSA video messages, all with link to NMG&F

(e]

(¢]

o

Facebook — Los Alamos County, Customer Care Center, Los Alamos Dept. of Public Utilities, Los
Alamos County Community Services Department, shared to community groups (as appropriate)
NextDoor — Los Alamos County neighborhoods

Instagram — Los Alamos County, LACCSD (as appropriate)

LinkedIn — Los Alamos County page — Workforce- and recruitment-based messaging (as
appropriate)

YouTube — Los Alamos County channel — Video PSA messages

e County Website

@]
O

Press Releases — as needed for active wildlife seasons
LAPD Animal Control page with link to NMG&F resources

o Digital Signs — Quick Animal Facts and PSA video messages with QR Code to NMG&F

(0]

(e]
O
O

Municipal Building (2)
Libraries (2)

Recreation Facilities (4)
Visitor Centers (2)

e Printed Publication Distribution Points — Brochures, Flyers, QR Codes, etc. to be stocked regularly

(¢]

O o060 0,000 O OO O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0oOOo

Municipal Building

Los Alamos Nature Center

Visitor Centers (2)

Pajarito Mountain

Fuller Lodge

Senior Centers (2)

Los Alamos Golf Course

Los Alamos County Ice Rink

Aquatic Center

Justice Center

Atomic City Transit (flyers, brochures and QR Codes)

Mesa Public and White Rock Branch Libraries (flyers, QR Codes and bookmarks)
National Park Visitor Centers (with approval)

UNM-LA Main Building (with approval)

LANL Badge Office, Easy-IT and Library (with approval — in current kiosks)

Los Alamos Daily Post (press releases, articles, paid print ads, photos)

Trailhead Kiosks (flyers and QR Codes)

ProjectY Cowork (flyers, brochures and QR Codes)

Events — Distribute educational materials (Earth Day, Concert Series, Bear Festival, Farmers
Markets, ChamberFest, Bandelier events, Valles events, etc.)

o Digital Distribution

(e]

O O OO0 O OO0 0 O

DPU Utility Bill Inserts — Monthly section on page 1 (begins January 2024)

The County Line — Friday email distribution

Seasonal Activity Guides — Quarterly messages

Local Media Distribution — Press Releases and media alerts for distribution

Los Alamos County all-staff distribution — Specific case-by-case messaging

Chamber of Commerce “Monday Messages” distribution (with approval and as appropriate)
UNM-LA Newsletter distribution (with approval)

Los Alamos Public Schools newsletter distribution (with approval)

Los Alamos Daily Post (press releases, articles, paid digital ads, photos, paid inserts)

LA Reporter (press releases, articles, photos)

*This list has room to grow and will be reqularly assessed for the best distribution methods and outlets for each
message. Messaging will take many forms, including, but not limited to: videos, print ads, articles, press releases,
social media posts, bookmarks, brochures, flyers, QR code cards, informational booths, programming and activities,

signs, efc.

ATTACHMENT C
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CAMPAIGN CALENDAR*

January
Learning about the Rocky Mountain Elk
Mule deer behavior in winter

February
Learning about the raccoon
Coyote mating season behavior

March
Learning about the elusive fox
Avoiding mountain lion encounters

April

Learning about the badger

Be bear aware — spring behavior
Elk on the move/antler shed

May
Learning about the elusive bobcat
Mule deer behavior in spring — hiding fawns

June
Learning about northern New Mexico rattlesnakes
Bears in urban environments

Rodent behavior in warmer months

July
Learning about the coyote
Living with large predators

August
Learning about the black bear/Bear Month
Rattlesnake awareness

September
Learning about the elusive mountain lion
Mule deer in an urban environmen

Avoiding coyote encounters
Octobei \

Learning about the elusive big horn sheep
Elk rut
Be bear aware — fall behavior

November
Learning about the mule deer

Mountain lion behavior in winte
Rodent behavior in winte

December

Learning about smaller wildlife on the Pajarito Plateau
Avoiding raccoon encounters

*This calendar is a work in progress and will grow as needs arise. Los Alamos County will work closely with NMG&F
to ensure the correct messaging is delivered at the correct time of year.

ATTACHMENT C
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PROPOSED 9-HOLE GOLF COURSE SEASON PASS FEES

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2024

LAGC FEE DESCRIPTION CURRENT FEE Psﬁ;%SIEI?YITEZEOI;ZR
Single Adult $845.00 $422.50
Senior Adult $665.00 $332.50
Junior Pass $140.00 $70.00
College Pass $290.00 $145.00
Single Fusion Adult Pass $1,600.00 $800.00

Family Fusion Pass $2,500.00 $1,250.00

Single Senior Fusion Pass $1,185.00 $592.50
Adult Range Annual Pass $200.00 $100.00
Junior Range Annual Pass $100.00 $50.00

*In addition to necessitating a shift to a nine -hole golf course throughout the
2021 season, construction is also expected to reduce the availability of the
driving range.

ATTACHMENT A
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LOS ALAMOS COUNTY COUNCIL PROCEDURAL RULES
December 12, 2023 UPDATE

PREAMBLE

The Council of the Incorporated County of Los Alamos is the governing body of Los Alamos
County and was created by the Los Alamos County Charter. The Charter is relatively
undemanding with respect to Council procedure, format, and operating methods, so the Council
is, to a large extent, self-regulating. The following rules, therefore, are adopted as a set of
operating procedures to which the Council voluntarily binds itself, except as otherwise provided
herein. The current edition of Robert's Rules of Order is used as a guide where Council rules are
silent. If any of these rules are found to conflict with the Los Alamos County Charter, the Charter
shall take precedence. The County Charter, along with the Los Alamos County Code of
Ordinances can be found on the Los Alamos County webpage.

ETHICS

The Council adopts, by reference, the provisions of the Governmental Conduct Act, NMSA 1978
§ 10-16-1 et seq. as well as Sections 30-1 thru 30-30 of the Code of Ordinances of the
Incorporated County of Los Alamos, which is commonly referred to as the Code of Conduct, in
their entirety and affirmatively supports Council’s and individual Councilor’s adherence to their
provisions.

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

Election. The Council shall elect a Chair and Vice-Chair from among its members at its first
regular meeting after January 1 of each year. The Chair and Vice-Chair will serve at the pleasure
of the Council and be eligible for election to subsequent terms.

Chair. The Chair shall preside at Council meetings and shall:

» Keep Councilors informed of events, meetings, or other occasions where the Chair acted or
will act as the official spokesperson for the Council. The Chair acknowledges that he or she
does not have additional authorities above and beyond those identified in this document or
the Charter.

» Ensure that all other Councilors are informed, within a reasonable time, of significant
communications directed to the Chair, in the Chair's official capacity representing the Council.

*  When the Chair and Vice-Chair are temporarily unable to perform their duties, appoint a
Councilor to serve as Chair.

» Oversee the agendas for County Council Meetings and run Council Meetings. The Chair
manages the agendas for Council Meetings with fair and equitable treatment of the agenda
requests from all other Councilors.

» Make Council working group assignments and Council liaison assignments to each of the
advisory boards and commissions.
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» Serve on (or delegate) Federal and State Council working groups.
* Respond to emails from the public on behalf of Council as a whole.
» Present the annual state of county message no later than before the end of the Chair’s term.

*  Apply the rules of parliamentary procedure during Council meetings. The Chair should be well
versed in those rules because the Chair, for all intents and purposes, makes the final ruling
on the rules.

All decisions by the Chair are final unless overruled by the majority of Council by a Point of Order.
The Chair has discretion, subject to override by Council, to deviate from the letter of these rules.
The Chair may make or second motions and participate in discussion as any other Councilor.
However, as a matter of decorum, the Chair should normally defer to another Councilor to make
the motion.

Vice-Chair. The Vice-Chair shall assist the Chair in the performance of the duties of the Chair,
and act in the Chair's place when the Chair is unable to perform the duties of the Chair.

Council Members. Councilors, including the Chair and Vice-Chair, have equal powers and duties
except as otherwise specified in the Charter and these rules. In addition to their duties specified
in the County Charter or Code or in other County ordinances, Councilors shall:

» Speak for themselves, unless authorized by Council to speak for Council. When speaking for
Council, the Councilor shall represent the policies and positions adopted by Council.

» When pursuing Federal or State legislative priorities established by Council, report substantive
information from that endeavor to the Council, as applicable, during a public meeting.

» Serve as a member of Council working groups as assigned and as Council liaison to assigned
advisory boards and commissions. Councilors shall report the key activities of the board,
commission, or working group to Council during the Council regular meeting designated
agenda item. Other Councilor reports should be included during the Councilor Comments
agenda item.

* Maintain the confidentiality of applicable County records, closed session discussions, and
other confidential information as required by Section 30-10 of the Los Alamos Code of
Ordinances.

+ Comply with the requirements of the Open Meetings Act and the Inspection of Public Records
Act. Councilors shall respond in a timely manner to all records requests made by the Records
Custodian.

» Evaluate the performance of the County Manager and the County Attorney according to the
schedule and template shown in Attachment A.

» Hire the County Manager and the County Attorney according to the process outlined in
Attachment B.


allison.collins
Text Box
Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session
December 12, 2023
Item 10.A.1 Attachment A



Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session
December 12, 2023

Iltem 10.A.1 Attachment A ATTACHMENT A

* Respond to emails, phone calls, and texts from other Councilors, if permissible under the
Open Meetings Act, within a reasonable time frame; ideally within three (3) days. If allowed
by the Open Meetings Act, Councilors should meet with another Councilor as requested within
a reasonable time frame, ideally within a week.

» If an individual Councilor wants to respond to emails from the public that are addressed to the
Council as a whole, respond without a copy to all Councilors.

* Use a County-provided email account for all Council business. If a Councilor receives any
email communications regarding Council business in a non-County email account, the
Councilor shall forward such email communications to their County email account and only
respond to, reply, or forward such email communications from the County email account.

*  Submit a completed Disclosure of Outside Employment, Membership and Financial Interest
form each calendar year. Councilors shall promptly update the disclosure form if material
changes occur.

VACANCIES
Elected Officials. Should a vacancy arise in the office of an elected official, Council shall appoint

a successor in accordance with appropriate New Mexico statutes. Council will follow the
procedure specified in Attachment C for selecting among candidates to fill the vacancy.

Utility Board Members. Pursuant to Section 501 of the Charter, Council selects members of the
Board of Public Utilities. New members shall be appointed according to the procedure specified
in Attachment D.

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of Council will be set under the requirements of the annual
Open Meetings Resolution adopted by Council.

Public comment will be taken at the beginning of the meeting for items that are not on the agenda.
Comments on non-procedural agenda items will be taken at the time the item is considered, as
described below under Basic Format for Agenda Item Discussion. Comments will be limited to
three (3) minutes unless a different parameter is established by the Chair before public comment
begins on any given agenda item. Comments may also be submitted in writing.

Work Sessions. The Council may schedule work sessions on a regular basis under the
requirements of the annual Open Meetings Resolution. Council meetings designated as work
sessions will be held for the primary purpose of discussing issues at length with staff in an informal
setting without taking formal action, except for required procedural actions such as approving
minutes from a prior Council meeting or adopting a statement for inclusion in the minutes
regarding a closed session.

Public comment will be taken at the beginning of the work session for items that are not on the
agenda and after each non-procedural agenda item. Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes
unless a different parameter is established by the Chair before public comment begins on any
given agenda item. Comments may also be submitted in writing.
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Closed Meetings. The Chair may call a closed meeting to discuss issues (such as pending
litigation, personnel matters, collective bargaining strategy) pursuant to NMSA 1978, 10-15-1 (H).
In the next Council meeting following the closed meeting, the Chair will call for a motion that is
substantially similar to the following:

“I move that Council approve the following statement for inclusion in the minutes: ‘The matters
discussed in the closed meeting held on (MONTH)(DAY)(YEAR) that began at (TIME) were limited
only to those topics specified in the (NOTICE)(MOTION) of the closed meeting.”

Special Meetings. The Chair may call a special meeting or at an open meeting, the Council may
set a special meeting for the purpose of conducting County business. Notice of a special meeting
will follow the requirements of the annual Open Meetings Resolution.

Emergency Meetings. The Chair may call an emergency meeting in accordance with the annual
Open Meetings Resolution.

Meeting Agendas. The Chair and Vice-Chair will, in consultation with the County Manager,
develop the Council meeting agenda. The Chair will schedule another Councilor to participate in
each agenda setting meeting. A list of proposed agenda items will be provided to Council at each
Council meeting and may be reviewed during Council Business at a Council meeting.

Any Councilor may request to have an item placed on a future Council meeting agenda. The item
will be placed on the agenda as soon as practicable. If the Chair is uncertain about the appropriate
timing for placement of specific agenda items, the Chair will discuss the issue with the Councilor
who requested the item.

The agenda for any regular meeting may include a consent agenda. The purpose of the consent
agenda is to expedite Council consideration and approval of routine, ordinary, or other items that
do not require discussion and for which a public hearing is not required by law. Any item on the
consent agenda that a Councilor asks to be considered separately will be pulled from the consent
agenda for separate consideration. As a matter of courtesy and notice, any Councilor wishing to
remove an item from the consent agenda should notify the Chair and the County Manager as
soon as possible, but no later than close of business the day before the Council meeting. Consent
items that have been pulled will be considered in the Business section of the agenda or tabled by
motion. Public comment on items on the consent agenda will be accepted prior to considering
those items collectively.

Citizen Petitions. WWhen a subject appears on an agenda as a result of a properly presented
citizen petition, the Council may:

» Acknowledge receipt of the petition and take no further action; or

* Acknowledge receipt of the petition and take the requested action or a different action
addressing the subject; or

* Refer the matter to an appropriate board or commission or Council working group; or

» Decide to investigate the subject and discuss further, in which case a future date may be set
for the presentation of additional information, Council discussion and possible action.
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Introduction of Ordinances. When a proposed ordinance is introduced, a Councilor may
propose that the introduction is followed by discussion to clarify the purpose of the ordinance,
notify the community about the ordinance, allow initial Councilor questions, and describe the
process leading up to the public hearing on the ordinance.

BASIC FORMAT FOR AN AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION

Council meetings have a written, published agenda. Each agenda item should be handled by the
Chair in the following basic format.

First, the Chair should clearly announce the agenda item number and clearly state what the
subject is.

*Should the item be one which could generate a concern about the Code of Conduct or a real or
perceived conflict of interest, the affected Councilor should make inquiry about the existence of a
conflict at this point.

Second, the Chair should invite the appropriate individuals or parties to report on the item.

Third, the Chair should ask Councilors if they have any technical questions for clarification. At this
point, Councilors may ask clarifying questions to the parties or individuals who reported on the
item, and those questioned should be given time to respond. If no motion will be considered,
additional discussion may occur. This is the final step for a discussion item.

Fourth, the Chair should invite public comments as specified above under Regular Meetings and
under Work Sessions. At the conclusion of public comments, the Chair should announce that
public input has concluded. For quasi-judicial proceedings, the Chair will be provided with detailed
instructions designed solely for the conduct of that type of meeting.

Fifth, the Chair should invite a motion from a member of Council. The Chair should announce the
name of the Councilor who makes the motion.

Sixth, the Chair should determine if any Councilor wishes to second the motion. The Chair should
announce the name of the Councilor who seconds the motion. A motion requires a second before

proceeding with it to ensure that not just one Councilor is interested in a particular approach.

Seventh, the Chair should ensure the motion is clearly understood before the discussion or vote.
This can be done in one of three ways:

* The Chair can ask the maker of the motion to repeat it; or

» The Chair can repeat the motion; or

» The Chair can ask the clerk to repeat the motion.

Eighth, the Chair should invite discussion of the motion by the members of Council. If the issue

is one that is likely to engender a great deal of Councilor comment, the Chair may limit each
Councilor's comments to an agreed-upon number of minutes. As a matter of courtesy and
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fairness, Councilors are expected to terminate their comments immediately after being advised
that their time has expired.

Ninth, the Chair takes a vote by asking the clerk to call the roll of Councilors present. If there has
been no discussion or brief discussion, the Chair will announce that a vote will proceed
immediately; if there has been substantial discussion, the chair should repeat the motion before
announcing a vote. A majority of at least four (4) Councilors determines whether the motion
passes or is defeated.

Tenth, the Chair should announce the result of the vote and should announce what action (if any)
the Council has taken. In announcing the result, the Chair should indicate the names of the
Councilors, if any, who voted in the minority on the motion. This announcement may take the
following form: "The motion passes by a vote of 4-2, with Councilors Smith and Jones dissenting.
We have passed a motion requiring 10 days' notice for all future meetings of the Los Alamos
County Council."

MOTIONS IN GENERAL

Motions are vehicles for decision-making. It is best to have a motion before the Council prior to
starting discussions. A motion helps focus the discussion.

As noted, the Chair has every right as a member of Council to make a motion, but normally should
do so only if he or she wishes a motion be made but no other Councilor seems willing to do so.

THREE COMMON MOTIONS
Three motions are the most common:

* Main motion. The main motion is the one that puts forward a decision for consideration. A
main motion might be: "I move that Council create a five-member working group to plan and
put on an annual fundraiser."

* Friendly amendment. A friendly amendment seeks to amend a motion under debate in a
manner acceptable to the motioner and the seconder. A friendly amendment cannot be
proposed by the motioner or seconder. If the proposed amendment is accepted by the
motioner and the seconder, then the motion under debate is amended as proposed.

+ Substitute motion. A substitute motion seeks to throw out the basic motion on the floor and
substitute a new and different motion for it. A vote on a motion to substitute should occur
before the vote on the main motion. If the motion to substitute passes then, and only then,
should a vote be taken on the substance of the substitute motion. If the motion to substitute
does not pass, then the main motion as originally stated remains before Council. If a Councilor
wants to completely do away with the main motion under discussion and put a new motion
before Council, he or she would make a substitute motion. A substitute motion might be: "I
move to substitute the main motion before Council with a motion to cancel the annual
fundraiser this year."

Motions to amend and substitute motions essentially serve the same purpose which is to change
the main motion that is before the Council. A majority vote of the Council is required to change

6
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the main motion that is before the Council regardless of whether the motion is to amend or
substitute. As these motions are procedural motions, a roll call vote of the entire Council is not
required for their passage.

TO DEBATE OR NOT DEBATE

The basic rule of motions is that they are subject to debate and discussion. Accordingly, basic
motions, motions to suspend the rules, motions to amend, and substitute motions are all eligible,
each in their turn, for full discussion before and by the Council. The debate can continue as long
as Councilors wish to discuss an item, subject to the decision of the Chair that it is time to move
on and take action.

There are exceptions to the general rule of free and open debate on motions. The exceptions all
apply when there is a desire of the Council to move on. The following motions are not debatable
(that is, when the following motions are made and seconded, the Chair must immediately call for
a vote of the Council without debate on the motion):

* Motion to adjourn. The Chair may announce the adjournment of a meeting unless a
Councilor objects, in which case a motion to adjourn must be passed before the meeting is
adjourned. Once passed, this motion requires the Council to immediately adjourn to its next
regularly scheduled meeting.

* Motion to recess. This motion, if passed, requires the Council to immediately take a recess.
Normally, the Chair determines and states the time or date at which the meeting will
reconvene.

» Motion to fix the time to adjourn. This motion, if passed, requires the body to adjourn the
meeting at the specific time set in the motion. For example, the motion might be: "I move we
adjourn the meeting at midnight.”

* Motion to table. This motion, if passed, requires discussion of the agenda item to be halted
and the agenda item to be placed on hold. The motion may contain a specific time in which
the item can come back to Council. Or the motion may contain no specific time for the return
of the item, in which case a motion to take the item off the table and bring it back to Council
will have to be taken at a future meeting.

* Motion to limit debate. The most common form of this motion is to say: "I move the previous
question"” or "l call for the question.”" When such a motion is made, the Chair should ask for a
second to the motion, stop debate, and vote on the motion to limit debate. Note that a motion
to limit debate could include a time limit. For example: "I move we limit debate on this agenda
item to 15 minutes.” A similar motion is a motion to object to consideration of an item. This
motion is not debatable, and if passed, precludes the Council from even considering an item
on the agenda.

* Motion to close nominations. When choosing officers of the Council, such as the Chair and
Vice-Chair, nominations are in order from the floor of the Council. A motion to close
nominations effectively cuts off the right of Councilors to nominate others for consideration.

* Motion to suspend the rules. This motion suspends a particular adopted procedural rule, or,
if the parliamentary procedural rule is not specifically addressed in the adopted procedural
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rules, then the motion can be deployed to suspend a particular rule from Robert’'s Rules of
Order. This motion should be deployed sparingly in the rare circumstance when the
aforementioned rules of parliamentary procedure unduly burden the substantive work at hand.
Robert’s Rules of Order provides that this motion requires a TWO-THIRDS majority; the
motion is neither debatable nor subject to a motion to reconsider.

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Atenet of parliamentary procedure is bringing finality to an agenda item. After vigorous discussion,
debate, and vote, there must be closure to an agenda item. So, after a vote is taken, the agenda
item is deemed closed. The agenda item can only be reconsidered if a proper motion for
reconsideration is made and approved.

A motion for reconsideration can only be made at either the meeting where the agenda item was
first voted upon, or at the next regular meeting after the agenda item was voted upon, otherwise
the motion for reconsideration is untimely. If a Councilor wishes to revisit an agenda item from a
past meeting where a motion for reconsideration would be untimely, a motion to suspend the rule
regarding the timeliness of a motion for reconsideration can be made. If the motion to suspend
the timeliness rule is approved by a two-thirds majority of Council, the Council can then proceed
with a motion to reconsider a previous agenda item.

A motion for reconsideration only applies to a particular agenda item, and not the subject matter
of the agenda item. For example, if the Council approves Ordinance A that soon proves in need
of revision or repeal, Council may bring forth Ordinance B repealing or modifying Ordinance A
without a motion for reconsideration. Ordinance B addresses the same subject matter as
Ordinance A but is a new agenda item. As such, a motion for reconsideration should be viewed
merely as a tool to reconsider a recently voted upon specific agenda item.

Only a Councilor who voted in the prevailing faction on the previously addressed agenda item
may make a motion to reconsider. In addition, only a Councilor who voted in the prevailing faction
on the previously addressed agenda item may make a motion to suspend the rules if the motion
is untimely.

Once an appropriate motion for reconsideration is made and approved by a majority vote of
Council, the previously addressed agenda item may be discussed and debated as if it were on
the floor for the first time.

Certain motions are not subject to a motion for reconsideration. Typical motions not subject to a
motion for reconsideration include, but are not limited to, motions to adjourn, to suspend the rules,
to close nominations, for a point of order, to take from the table, to take up a question out of its
proper order, to recess, and, of course, a motion for reconsideration.

COURTESY AND DECORUM

The rules of order are meant to create an atmosphere where members of the Council and
members of the public can attend to business efficiently, fairly, and with full participation. And at
the same time, it is up to the Chair and the Council to maintain common courtesy and decorum.
Only one person can have the floor at a time; each speaker shall be first recognized by the Chair
before speaking.
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The Chair should always ensure that debate and discussion of an agenda item focus on the item
or the policy in question, not the personalities of the Councilors, staff, or the public. Debate on
policy is healthy; debate on personalities is not. The Chair has the right to cut off discussion
amongst Councilors that is too personal, too loud, too unprofessional, or too crude.

Debate and discussion should be focused, but free and open. In the interest of time, the Chair
may, however, limit the time allotted to speakers. Generally, Councilors should not interrupt a
speaker. There are, however, exceptions. A speaker may be interrupted for the following reasons:

» Privilege. The proper interruption would be: "Point of Privilege." The Chair would then ask the
interrupter to "state your point.” Appropriate points of privilege relate to anything that would
interfere with the normal comfort of the meeting. For example, the room may be too hot or too
cold, or a blowing fan might interfere with a person's ability to hear.

* Order. The proper interruption would be "Point of Order." Again, the Chair would ask the
interrupter to "state your point." Appropriate points of order relate to anything that would not
be considered appropriate conduct of the meeting; for example, if the Chair moved on to a
vote on a motion that permits debate without allowing that discussion or debate.

+ Appeal. If the Chair makes a ruling that a Councilor disagrees with, the Councilor may appeal
the ruling of the Chair by motion. If the motion is seconded and after debate, it passes by a
majority vote, then the ruling of the Chair is reversed.

» Call for orders of the day. This is simply another way of saying, "Let's return to the agenda."
If a Councilor believes the Council has drifted from the agreed upon agenda, such a call may
be made. It does not require a vote, and when the Chair discovers the agenda has not been
followed, the Chair simply reminds the Council to return to the agenda item before them. If the
Chair fails to do so, the Chair's determination may be appealed by motion.

* Withdraw a motion. During debate and discussion of a motion, the maker of the motion on
the floor, at any time, may interrupt a speaker to withdraw his or her motion from the floor. The
motion is immediately deemed withdrawn, although the Chair may ask the person who
seconded the motion if he or she wishes to make the same motion, or any other Councilor
may make the motion if properly recognized.

INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT COUNCIL PROTOCOL

The rules outlined here help keep the public informed about how Council business is conducted.
But in addition, and particularly for the Chair, it is wise to remember three special rules that
apply to each agenda item:

Rule One: Tell the public what the Council will be doing.
Rule Two: Keep the public informed while the Council is deliberating.
Rule Three: When the Council has acted, tell the public exactly what the Council did.

Public input is essential to a healthy democracy, and community participation is an important
element of that input. The challenge for anyone chairing a public meeting is to accommodate
public input in a timely and time-sensitive way, while maintaining steady progress through the
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agenda items. The rules presented here for conducting a Council meeting are offered as tools for
effective leadership and as a means of developing sound policy.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Advisory boards and commissions are mechanisms for eliciting citizen input and making
recommendations on policy matters facing the County and the Council. Some boards or
commissions have additional statutory or regulatory functions as described in their enabling
ordinances. It is not the purpose of a board or commission to make policy or to direct
operational duties of Gounty staff, unless otherwise provided by law. The scope of assigned
duties or responsibilities of each board or commission is detailed in the Los Alamos County
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8, Boards and Commissions.

Councilor Responsibilities. Councilors shall be assigned annually by the Chair as liaisons to
boards and commissions. Councilors shall make reasonable efforts to attend meetings of the
assigned board or commission; if the Councilor is unable to attend meetings on a regular basis,
the Councilor shall notify the Chair and request that another Councilor be assigned. Councilors
shall report the key activities of the board or commission to Council, as specified above under
Officers and Members.

Vacancies. When a vacancy arises on a citizen board or commission, the full Council shall review
all applications and recommendations and vote on the final candidate selection.

COUNCIL WORKING GROUPS

Council working groups shall be composed of less than a quorum of the Council and may include
members from the community or other advisors or experts. Council working groups may only
engage in fact finding; only make non-binding recommendations to the Council; and may
represent the County in outside matters to ensure that the adopted policies of the Council are
voiced and/or executed. A current list of the Council’'s working groups is maintained by the County
Manager.

Establishment of Council Working Groups. The Chair may create a new working group or staff
an existing working group by requesting that no more than three (3) Councilors, and as
appropriate, community members and other advisors or experts, participate when advice on a
subject or range of subjects is needed, or when County representation is needed on outside
matters to gather facts and/or to ensure the adopted policies of the Council are voiced and/or
executed. The Chair may request that the County Manager assign staff to assist these working
groups.

Non-Binding Recommendations. Any policy recommendations made by a Council working
group to the Council are not binding on the County in any legal or practical way. Any policy
recommendations made by a working group are only binding on the County if adopted by the
Council at a public meeting.

Participation in Working Groups. Requests for participation in working groups will be made
annually by the Chair on a rotational basis so that other Councilors and/or community members
will have the opportunity to participate, unless the Chair determines that there is good reason for
the existing members to continue participating in the working group.

10


allison.collins
Text Box
Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session
December 12, 2023
Item 10.A.1 Attachment A



Los Alamos County Council
Regular Session

December 12, 2023

Item 10.A.1 Attachment A ATTACHMENT A

Councilor Responsibilities. Councilors who agree to participate in a Council working group shall
make reasonable efforts to attend meetings of the working group; if the Councilor is unable to
attend meetings on a regular basis, the Councilor shall notify the Chair and request that another
Councilor be asked to participate in the working group. Councilors participating in a working group
should assure that the working group focuses its fact-finding on the matter assigned and provides
recommendations to Council on the matter assigned. When working on outside matters,
Councilors participating in a working group should ensure that the policies of the Council are
voiced and executed. Councilors other than the Councilors participating in a working group may
not attend meetings of the working group. Councilors participating in a working group may not
discuss the working group’s business with other councilors outside of a public meeting of the
Council.

COUNCILOR EXPENSES

Expense Reimbursement. A Councilor shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred for work and
travel on County business and for participation with organizations or associations of which the
County is a member, including special work assignments, under the following conditions:

+ The travel participation in meetings or other work assignment has been approved by the
Council in advance, or if advance approval was not possible, with permission of the Chair,
followed by Council approval at the earliest possible time after the expense was incurred.

» The reimbursement for expenses complies with all applicable law, rules and regulations, and
policies.

+ The Chair (or Vice-Chair for the Chair's expenses) acknowledges the application for
reimbursement of Councilor expenses.

» Councilors are expected to respect budget limitations and will limit overall expenditures of
public money to the extent practical.

Expense Approval. Reimbursement for Councilor expenses not exceeding $250.00 in a calendar
month made in accordance with these rules does not need specific Council action. The Council
must approve reimbursement of Councilor expenses exceeding $250.00 in any calendar month.

ADOPTED this 12th day of September, 2023

COUNCIL OF THE INCORPORATED
COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS

Denise Derkacs
Council Chair

ATTACHMENTS A-D
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Attachment A

ATTACHMENT A

County Manager and County Attorney Performance
Appraisal Process

Performance Period April 1 - March 31

Due Date* Action

Comments

Mid May Employee self-assessment due to County
Council, to include:

* Current performance

» Future performance objectives

» Career Development Goals

Employee to use Contract Employee
Performance Self-Evaluation Form.

Identify 4-6 performance objectives for the
County Manager from areas such as:
Operational (1)

Fiscal (1)

Communication (1)

Strategic (2-3)

Identify 4-6 performance objectives for the
County Attorney from areas such as:
Office operations (1)

Legal support (Council, Boards,
Commissions) (1)

Reduction of legal vulnerability (1)
Professional conduct (2-3)

End of May Council closed session with employee to
discuss:

» Performance

» Future performance objectives

» Career development goals

Each employee meeting anticipated to last
~45 minutes.

End of May Council closed session to determine:

» Final performance overall evaluation
rating

* Proposed salary adjustment

« Support needed for achieving career
development goals

Each Councilor will provide feedback for

each performance objective; this feedback
will be integrated by the Council Chair into
the written feedback for each performance

Final performance evaluation will include
written feedback for each of the
performance objectives and overall rating
using the County-wide rating system of
unsatisfactory, development needed,
meets, exceeds, or far exceeds for each
performance objective and overall rating.

Performance rating and salary increase
range (merit + CPI) for County-wide
personnel will be used as parameters for
salary adjustment in accordance with the

objective. applicable employment contract and other
considerations as deemed necessary and
agreed to by Council.
Mid June Council closed session with employee to Each employee meeting anticipated to last

provide final performance evaluation.

~15 minutes.

Final integrated Council evaluation sent to
HR with overall score along with the salary
adjustment allocated as agreed to in an
open meeting vote by Council.
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ATTACHMENT A

Performance Period April 1 - March 31

Due Date* Action

Comments

Mid December | Council closed session with employee to
discuss interim performance.

Each employee meeting anticipated to last
~45 minutes.

Significant comments will be documented
and provided to the employee and available
for the May year-end performance review
as required and/or appropriate.

NOTE: Modifications to the timeline and process may need to be made based on competing County
and/or Councilor commitments and County Calendar.
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ATTACHMENT A

County Manager and County Attorney Performance Self-Evaluation

Name and Date:

Position:

Performance Objective #1:
Performance Objective #2:
Performance Objective #3:
Performance Objective #4:
Performance Objective #5:

Performance Objective #6:

Proposed Future Performance Objectives:

Proposed Career Development Goals:

Overall Assessment:

County Manager and County Attorney Performance
Council Evaluation Form

Councilor Name, and Date:

Employee Name and Position:

Performance Objective #1:
Performance Objective #2:
Performance Objective #3:
Performance Objective #4:
Performance Objective #5:

Performance Objective #6:

Proposed Future Performance Objectives:

Proposed Career Development Goals:

Overall Assessment:
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ATTACHMENT A

Attachment B

Hiring Process for County Manager and County Attorney

The Council Chair shall appoint a search working group comprised of up to three (3)
Councilors, one of which to be the Chair and the other two to be appointed by the Chair. The
search group may also include the outgoing incumbent. The search group responsibilities
include clarification of the job requirements, timeline, development of needed recruiting
materials and development of job advertisements as well as communicating key elements to
Council, County Staff, and the community as appropriate. The search group will be led by
the Human Resources Division.

The hiring process will include both local and national recruitment efforts for the position.

Once the job advertisement has been closed and the applications qualified by the Human
Resources Division, the search group will screen the applicants. If a down-select of the
applicants is required, this will be performed by the search group. The short list of applicants
will be presented to the Council in a closed session.

The candidate interview process will include mechanisms for obtaining input from Council,
County Manager’s Office, County Attorney’s Office, County staff, and the community. It will
provide opportunities to evaluate leadership and management skills, communication skills
(both within the County and with the public), fiscal management skills, and specific technical
skills as applicable to the position.

The final selection of the employee will be made by the Council. Final negotiations to
conclude a contract with the employee will be led by the Human Resources Division working
with the appropriate legal department representative and the Council Chair. The final
contract will be approved by the Council during a public meeting as proscribed by the Open
Meetings Act.
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Attachment C
Appointment Process for Selection of Elected Officials

1. When there is a vacancy in the office of an elected official, the County Council will solicit
letters of interest and applications from the public.

2. When the recruiting process is complete, the Council Chair will appoint a working group to
develop a set of interview questions specific to the elected office and that appropriately
demonstrates the applicants’ skills, knowledge, and interest in the position; they may also
address issues relevant to the community.

3. At the appointed Council meeting, the draft set of interview questions will be reviewed,
discussed, and agreed on by Council prior to initiating the interview process. The applicants
will attend and present their applications to the Council using the following process:

+ Each applicant will make a three-minute statement to share their interest and
qualifications for the office.

* Applicants will then answer interview questions from the Council. Each applicant will
answer each question. Follow-up questions will be allowed if further clarification is
needed.

» There will be an opportunity for public comment after applicants have made their
statements and answered questions. Public comment will be limited to three (3) minutes
per citizen.

» After public comment, the Council will take a roll call vote. The applicant with the most
votes will be appointed to fill the vacancy.

+ To be selected, an applicant must receive a minimum of four (4) votes. If no applicant
receives four (4) votes after the first roll call vote, the applicant with the fewest votes will
be eliminated and the Council will take additional roll call votes until a final selection is
made.
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Attachment D
Process for Selection of Board of Public Utilities Member

When there is a vacancy on the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), the County Council will solicit
letters of interest and applications from the public. The solicitation will include, but not be limited
to the following information: eligibility requirements, the powers and duties of the BPU, and
estimated time commitments, including dates/times of BPU meetings. Once applications are
received, the applicants should be provided with additional information, including, but not limited
to, the annual Department of Public Utilities report, a copy of the County Charter, and a copy of
Chapter 40 (Utilities) of the Los Alamos County Code.

When the recruiting process is complete, the County Council will appoint a committee to
interview the applicants and provide a written recommendation to the County Council. Members
of the interview committee will consist of the Council liaison to the BPU, a Councilor appointed
by the Council Chair, the BPU Chair or designee, and the County Manager or designee. The
interview committee will develop interview questions that appropriately demonstrate the
applicants’ skills, knowledge, and interest in the position.

The County Council will review and consider the committee’s report and recommendation at a
County Council meeting and will request public comment before taking a roll call vote.
Appointment to the BPU requires a minimum of 4 votes in favor of an applicant. If no applicant
receives 4 votes after the first roll call vote, the applicant with the fewest votes will be eliminated
and the Council will take additional roll call votes until a final selection is made.
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December 12, 2023 Council Regular Session

Agenda item: 10.A General Council Business

18140-23 Discussion and Possible Approval of Revisions to the Council Procedural
Rules

NOTE: Additional editorial changes were suggested to the revised Council
Procedural Rules shown in Attachment A and B. See the revised “Procedural Rules
Attachment D” below:

Attachment D
Process for Selection of Board of Public Utilities Member

When there is a vacancy on the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), the County Councit will
solicit letters of interest and applications from the public. The solicitation will include, but
not be limited to the following information: eligibility requirements, the powers and duties
of the BPU, and estimated time commitments, including dates/times of BPU meetings.
Once applications are received, the applicants should be provided with additional
information, including, but not limited to, the Department of Public
Utilities report, the County Charter, and Chapter
40 Utilities of the Los Alamos County Code :

When the recruiting process is complete, the County Council will appoint a
to interview the applicants and provide a written recommendation to the
Council. Members of the interview will consist of the
Council liaison to the BPU, a Councilor appointed by the Council Chair, the BPU Chair
or designee, and the County Manager or designee. The
will develop interview questions that demonstrate the applicants’
skills, knowledge, and interest in the position.

The County Council will review and consider the report
and recommendation at a Council meeting and will request public comment
before taking a roll cali vote. Appointment to the BPU requires a minimum of 4
votes in favor of an applicant. If no applicant receives 4 votes after the first roll call
vote, the applicant with the fewest votes wili be eliminated and the Council will take
additional roll call votes until a final selection is made.
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