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RESPONSE: The proposed site plan substantially conforms to the Comprehensive 

Plan by: 

1) Supporting the efforts to market and brand Los Alamos as a scenic destination

featuring recreation, science, and history, attract new tourism-related business,

and revitalize areas of Los Alamos and White Rock to maximize the use of County­

owned land. Potential strategy mentioned in the Comprehensive Plan "Partner

with the National Park Service and others to promote Los Alamos County as an

outdoor recreation destination".

2) The Comprehensive Plan describes the Purpose of the Future Land Use Map and

states that the Comprehensive Plan intends that rezoning applications for uses

that conform to the Future Land Use Map would follow an expedited and less

onerous application and review process than those proposals for use that do not

conform to uses shown on the Future Land Use Map.

3) The Comprehensive Plan goes on to explain how changes to zoning should

conform to the Future Land Use Map as is the request in this application.

4) Growth:

a. Maximize our opportunity with respect to the development of the

Manhattan Project National Historical Park.

b. Capitalize on Los Alamos County's role as a gateway to three national

parks.

c. Enhance community pride.

5) Redevelopment:

a. Often involves updating or replacing old, substandard structures with new,

healthier living environments that meet current building codes.

b. The Manhattan Project National Historical Park has outgrown its current

location in Los Alamos County to the point that staff and exhibits are

divided into two separate locations. This project will allow the Manhattan

Project National Historical Park to expand their efforts and combine into

one central location as a redevelopment project.

c. Upgrading the traffic circulation patterns and parking will improve safety

for pedestrians, cyclists, drivers and the public alike.

d. Through code compliance efforts, the project will ensure that the new

development meets current safety codes and regulations.

b. If the subject property is within an approved Master Plan, the Site Plan is in

conformance with any relevant standards in the Master Plan.

RESPONSE: The property is not located within an approved master plan. Not

applicable.
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c. If the subject property is within an approved PD zone district the Site Plan is

consistent with any applicable terms and conditions in any previously approved PD

zoning covering the subject property and any related development agreements
and/or regulations.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.

d. The Site Plan is in conformance with all applicable provisions of this Code and

other adopted County regulations.

RESPONSE: The proposed site plan follows Chapter 16 of the Los Alamos 

Development Code for the INS (Institutional) zoning designation. The existing 

structure properly sets back at the ground level providing for proper sidewalk 
dimensions and landscaped areas per the development code. 

1) Zoning: the zoning for the property is currently SFR-4 indicating a

residential zone however previously operated as a church. Changed

conditions warrant a zoning amendment to INS as the property has been
purchased by Los Alamos County.

2) Site design: The setbacks within the INS zone are -0-, the maximum lot

coverage is 70%, the maximum building height is 50' and the parking is

called out in the site plan. This application fully complies with all site
design criteria for the zone district.

3) Landscape: the existing site contains many mature trees and established

landscape. Efforts will be made to preserve these established areas to

the greatest extent possible. Improvements will be made to enhance

existing mature landscaped areas and create new areas in accordance

with the requirements set forth in the code near and around the perimeter

of both the existing structure and proposed pavilion and restroom facility.
The requirements set forth in the code require a minimum of 10% net site

area. This application fully complies with the landscape criteria for the

district.

4) Lighting: Outdoor lighting will be designed in compliance with the Dark

Skies and Los Alamos County outdoor nighttime lighting standards.

Outdoor lighting on the site is limited to that which is useful, targeted,

and not brighter than necessary. Parking lot lighting shall be equipped

with motion sensors that dim the entire luminaire after a 15-minute
period when no motion is detected. The proposed correlated color

temperature shall not exceed 2700 K. The proposed fixtures will be fully

fielded and possess a U) rating.

5) Parking: the required parking for the site is provided with on-site surface

parking. Standard and accessible parking stalls are sized per the

development code.
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6) Signage: The monument sign is depicted on the site plan as a location on

the SE portion of the site plan. The actual sign has not yet been designed

however, will comply fully with the parameters set forth in the code.

e. The County's existing public infrastructure and services, including but not limited to

water, sanitary sewer, electricity, gas, storm sewer, streets, trails and sidewalks

have adequate capacity to serve the proposed development, and any burdens on

those systems will be mitigated to comply with the County's construction standards

to the maximum extent practicable.

RESPONSE: Public services and facilities required to serve the proposed

development have adequate capacity and would conform with the requirements of

the County's construction standards. A Pre-application meeting with relevant

County departments occurred on April 4, 2024. Utilities are both available and

existing, and currently on-site, and have adequate capacity to serve the project.

Improvements will be made to improve the existing sidewalk system which may

involve the construction of new sidewalks and improvement of the existing

sidewalks. All improvements will be made in accordance with Americans with

Disability Act (ADA) standards.

f. The Site Plan mitigates any significant adverse impacts to properties within the

vicinity to the maximum extent practicable.

RESPONSE: Several public meetings were held in 2022 with an additional

neighborhood meeting as part of the "Zoning Amendment" application process was

held on May 2, 2024. The renovations to the property will be typical of a

construction site. Staff have assured neighbors that the code will be followed to

enforce the hours of construction operation activity and noise levels.

The site plan mitigates any significant adverse impacts on adjacent properties

through a combination of screening and shielding of light fixtures, mechanical

equipment, and parking. Due to the building seeking NHL status, the development

criteria specific to the building will be stringent in how the refurbishment is

conducted and the process and materials used. The added pavilion and restroom

facility will be constructed in a manner that will be in keeping with the existing

architectural style of the existing structure. The parking lot will be designed to meet

the landscape and buffering requirements in the Development Code as well as the

required amount of parking for the proposed use.

Outdoor mechanical equipment and service areas such as the dumpster will be

screened from view using landscape plantings and a refuse enclosure. All light

fixtures will be appropriately shielded to prevent light trespassing to adjacent

properties to the maximum extent feasible.
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