
Parks and Recreation Board

County of Los Alamos

BCC Agenda

1000 Central Avenue

Los Alamos, NM  87544

Chair, Brian Watkins; Vice-Chair; Jerry Cowan; Jacob 

AlderseBaes; David Bowman; Paula Knepper; George Marsden; 

and Jasmine Stephens, Members

1000 Central Avenue5:30 PMThursday, July 9, 2026

Members of the public wishing to attend and /or provide public comment can do so via 

Zoom or by calling the conference call lines in the agenda.

NOTE: This meeting is in person and open to the public. However, for convenience, the following Zoom

meeting link and/or telephone call in numbers may be used for public viewing and participation: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84296000599

Phone one-tap:

+17193594580,,84296000599# US

+12532050468,,84296000599# US

1.  CALL TO ORDER

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT

This section of the agenda is reserved for comments from the public on items that are 

not otherwise included in this agenda.

Please Limit Public Comment to 3 Minutes.

3.  BUSINESS

21906-26 Approval of Minutes from the June 11, 2026 Meeting

Recommendation: I move that the Board approve the attached meeting minutes from the June 11, 2026 

meeting.

Presenters: Parks and Recreation Board

A - Minutes from the June 11, 2026 MeetingAttachments:

21910-26 Working Group Discussion

Presenters: Brian Watkins

PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, & RECOGNITIONS
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https://losalamos.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=23576
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July 9, 2026Parks and Recreation Board BCC Agenda

21912-26 Grand Canyon Playground Discussion

Recommendation: I move that the Board approve and support the relocation and rezoning of the Grand 

Canyon Playground to its proposed new location.

Presenters: Cory Styron

A - Grand Canyon Play Lot DiagramAttachments:

21911-26 BHI Presentation on LA Mesa Project

Presenters: Eric Peterson

A - Los Alamos Mesa Trail Rehabilitation PresentationAttachments:

4.  BOARD/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

21907-26 Chairman's Report

Presenters: Brian Watkins

21908-26 Staff Report

Presenters: Katherine Hudspeth and Wendy Parker

21909-26 Work Group and Task Force Assignments and Updates

Presenters: Jerry Cowan

5.  COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS - COUNCILOR CULL

6.  PREVIEW OF NEXT MEETING - AUGUST 13, 2026

7.  ADJOURNMENT

If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any 

other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact the County Human 

Resources Division at 505-662-8040 at least one week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible.

Public documents, including the agenda and minutes can be provided in various accessible formats.  Please contact the 

Community Services Department at 505-662-8241 if a summary or other type of accessible format is needed.
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County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Parks and Recreation Board

Legislative File: 21906-26

Title

Approval of Minutes from the June 11, 2026 Meeting

Recommended Action

I move that the Board approve the attached meeting minutes from the June 11, 2026 

meeting.

Body

The June 11, 2026 meeting minutes are ready for consideration and approval.

Attachments

A - Minutes from the June 11, 2026 Meeting
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









 













 




 

 

 

 



 

 

 







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 

 


 


















 




 

 

 





 

 






 

 

 




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 

 

 




 

 



 



 





 











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County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Brian Watkins

Legislative File: 21910-26

Title

Working Group Discussion

Body

Discussion by the Board regarding assignments for work groups and task forces.

County of Los Alamos Printed on 7/2/2026
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County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Cory Styron

Legislative File: 21912-26

Title

Grand Canyon Playground Discussion

Recommended Action

I move that the Board approve and support the relocation and rezoning of the Grand Canyon 

Playground to its proposed new location.

Body

Board and staff will discuss the relocation of the Grand Canyon Playground. 

Attachments

A - Grand Canyon Playground Diagram 

County of Los Alamos Printed on 7/2/2026
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County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Eric Peterson

Legislative File: 21911-26

Title

BHI Presentation on LA Mesa Project

Body

BHI will provide the board with a presentation on the status of the LA Mesa project. 

Attachments

A - Los Alamos Mesa Trail Rehabilitation Presentation

County of Los Alamos Printed on 7/2/2026
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Los Alamos 
Mesa Trail 

Rehabilitation
Parks & Recreation Board Update

Thursday, July 9, 2026 | 5:30pm | Municipal Building

1000 Central Ave, Los Alamos, NM

11



PROJECT TEAM

Eric Peterson

Open Space Specialist

Parks & Open Space Division

(505)-663-1776

eric.peterson@losalamosnm.gov

Cory Styron 

Community Services Director 

Community Services Department 

(505)-662-8242

Cory.styron@losalamosnm.gov

Jared Lee

Engineering Principal

Tyler Smith

Engineer

Ciaran Lithgow

Planner

12



Scope of Work
• This project includes developing and 

preparing construction documents for 
the rehabilitation of the Los Alamos Mesa 
Trail. 

• The rehabilitation will bring the trail up to 
ADA accessibility standards and the 
Public Right of Way Accessibility 
Guidelines (PROWAG). 

• Plans will include full site design and 
details required to advertise, bid, and 
construct the Project.

• This project will expand accessible trail 
options for residents of Los Alamos.

13



Project Area

East Rd

East 
Park

Los Alamos 
Assisted 

Living

Los 
Alamos 
Airport

Mesa Trail

Mesa Trail

Mesa Trail

14



Prior Engagement
Community Listening Session #1 | March 4, 2026 | Fuller Lodge, 5:30pm

• Advertised online; nine attendees

• Study team presented project, existing trail deficiencies, and proposed realignment

• Key discussion with community: 
• Accessibility across all user groups

• Materials selection – pros and cons of concrete, asphalt, and crusher fine

• Adjacent trail connectivity and opportunities to improve wayfinding

• Project email address open for additional comments

15



Prior Engagement
Community Listening Session #2 | June 24, 2026 | Fuller Lodge, 5:30pm

• Advertised online; five attendees

• Study team presented refined realignment based on 90% drawings; fencing; and 
surfacing selection (asphalt)

• Key discussion with community: 
• Softness of asphalt

• Vegetation management 

• Project email address remains open for additional comments

16



Planned Improvements

East Rd

East 
Park

Los Alamos 
Assisted 

Living

Los 
Alamos 
Airport

Mesa Trail

Mesa Trail

Mesa Trail

Airport project tie-in (Separate project)

Assisted living tie-in

Widen switchback

New railing

17



Typical Section

• 10’ wide path with 1’ shoulder on 
each side

• Tie-in at assisted living facility will 
be 4’

1’

Bench
(aka shoulder)

1’

Bench
(aka shoulder)

10’

Path*

18



Switchback Realignment

19



New Guardrail

20



Existing Gym Equipment

• Existing gym equipment is staying 
except at bend, which will be 
relocated 

• Relocation TBD, at County’s 
discretion 

21



Surfacing
• Project will use asphalt surfacing

• Key drivers of surfacing decision:
• Accessibility: especially for those with mobility 

devices; adjacency to assisted living facility

• Snow Management: Maintain ability to plow snow.

• Maintenance: Longer-lasting than gravel/crusher 
(which experiences erosion and washout, requires 
regular weed management and regrading).

• Slope: Grade changes make crusher-fine 
impractical.

22



Implementation Timeline

Late Summer 2026 Winter/Spring 2026/2027 Spring/Summer 2027

Design Complete Construction Trail Re-Opens

Weather may delay construction. Goal is Winter construction and Spring completion.  
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Questions?

???
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Thank You!
The Community Services staff thanks you for taking time 
out of your busy schedule to participate in the design and 

construction of this important public project!

Have more to say?
Email: LACMesaTrail@bhinc.com 

Phone: 505-264-0111

Follow Project Updates Online: 

https://www.losalamosnm.us/County-Projects/Los-Alamos-Mesa-Trail-Rehabilitation-Design 

25
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County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Brian Watkins

Legislative File: 21907-26

Title

Chairman's Report

Body

Chair Watkins will present the Chairman's Report
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County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Katherine Hudspeth and Wendy Parker

Legislative File: 21908-26

Title

Staff Report

Body

PRB Report and other project updates will be presented by CSD Liaison(s). 

County of Los Alamos Printed on 7/2/2026

27



County of Los Alamos

Staff Report

July 09, 2026

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

www.losalamosnm.us

Agenda No.:

Index (Council Goals):

Presenters: Jerry Cowan

Legislative File: 21909-26

Title

Work Group and Task Force Assignments and Updates

Body

Current updates regarding work groups and task force assignments.

County of Los Alamos Printed on 7/2/2026
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