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Agenda

• Module 2 Contents

• Overview of Notable changes to content from existing code

• Overview of changes to outdoor lighting based on rewrite from 
experts from Clanton & Associates, Inc

Goal of today’s session is to determine:

• Sections that don’t warrant changes 

• Allow tabling discussions on content that may warrant changes or 
elimination for later through a Parking Lot  

LAC Chp16 DC Update October 2022 Work Sessions 2
 
 

Attachment B



Module 2 Table of Contents

Universal

Development 

Standards

Universal standards that 

apply across all districts are 

contained within Part 16-4 

Development Standards 

PART 16-4. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

Section 16-4-1 Dimensional Standards

Section 16-4-2 Access and Connectivity

Section 16-4-3 Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Queuing

Section 16-4-4 Landscaping, Screening, and Buffering

Section 16-4-5 Neighborhood Protection Standards

Section 16-4-6 Outdoor Lighting

Section 16-4-7 Walls, Fences and Gates

Section 16-4-8 Signage

Section 16-4-9 Building Design
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Dimensional 
Standards

Universal

No Substantial Change

• Projections into required setbacks

• Corner lot and double frontage lot yards

Notable Changes

• Revised language to differentiate between 

yards and setbacks

• Regulations for permissive projections into 

required setback areas

Sec. 16-272 - Yards
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Access and Connectivity

No Substantial Change

• Sight triangle requirements (Sec. 

38-201, Sec. 16-271)

• Driveway separation and width 

standards (Sec. 16-367)

Notable Changes

• New requirements for on-site 

walkways, cross-access between 

adjacent uses, and pedestrian 

and bicycle circulation

Sec. 16-367 - Design requirements
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Walls, Fences, and Gates

No Substantial Changes 

• Fence permit 

requirements (Sec. 16-

271g)

• Sight obstruction (Sec. 

16-271c)

• Barbed wire regulations 

(Sec. 16-271e)

Notable Changes 

• Added clear purpose / 

applicability section

• Clarified fence height 

measurements

New

New

New

Sec. 16-271 - Fences, hedges and gates
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Walls, Fences, and Gates

Notable Changes 

• Revises maximum 

heights based on 

location and zone 

districts

• Clarifies fence height 

measurements

• Added materials 

standards

• Added retaining wall 

engineering 

requirements

Sec. 16-271 - Fences, hedges and gates
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Building Design Updates   

No Substantial Changes

• Foundation Regulations 

Notable Changes

• Clarifies building height 

measurements

Sec. 16-274 - Height of structures, 

Sec. 16-285 - Aesthetic considerations; exposed foundations
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Discussion on dimensional standards, 
access and connectivity, walls, fences, 
gates, and building design
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New

New

New

New

Off-Street Parking 
and Loading

No Substantial Change

• Dimensional standards 

(Sec. 16-367)

• Accessible parking 

standards based on ADA 

requirements (Sec. 16-369)

• Same motorcycle parking 

standards

• Similar parking design 

standards

Notable Changes

• Added clear purpose / 

applicability section
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Off-Street Parking and 
Loading

Notable Changes

• Updated standards based on national 

best practice 

• Revises number of parking spaces 

required for uses based on national best 

practices

• Added required bicycle parking based on 

number of required automobile parking 

spaces and bicycle parking design 

standards

Sec. 16-370 - Off-street parking requirements
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Off-Street Parking and Loading

Notable Changes

• Clarifies shared parking reductions 

(Sec. 16-372)

• Adds parking reductions for on-

street parking, proximity to transit, 

bicycle amenities, electrical vehicle 

charging stations, and solar parking 

canopies

• Adds loading and vehicle stacking 

standards
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Discussion on off-street parking, loading, 
and queuing standards 
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No Substantial Change 

• Encourages use of native and 

drought-tolerant plants

• Irrigation requirements

• Retain alternative for providing 

50% site landscape in ROW 

Notable Changes

• Added clear purpose / 

applicability section

• Updated landscape standards 

based on national best 

practice

• Created screening standards 

New

Landscaping, Screening, and 
Buffering

Sec. 16-574 - Landscaping performance standards

New

Change since M3 – Moved landscape buffers to neighborhood protection standards for user 

ease / clarity 
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Landscaping, Screening, and 
Buffering

Notable Changes

• Increased site landscaping requirement 

from 5% to 10% of site

• Added minimum plant material 

standards

• Added street tree standards if site 

landscaping is placed in ROW

• Clarified minimum parking lot 

landscaping standards

• Requires screening standards for 

outdoor vehicle storage, refuse 

containers, and mechanical equipment

Sec. 16-574b 
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Discussion on landscaping, screening 
and buffering standards
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No Substantial 

Changes

• Sign permit 

requirements (Sec. 

16-403)

• Prohibited signs 

(Sec. 16-410)

• Exempt signs (Sec. 

16-404)

Notable Changes

• Updated standards to 

be content-neutral

Signage

Article X - SIGNS

no later than October 7, 2022.
Change
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Signage
Notable Changes

• Updated standards to be 

content-neutral

• Clarified sign 

measurements

• Provides table of allowable 

signage by zone district

• Removes temporary sign 

permit requirement

POS-PP
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Discussion on signage standards 
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Outdoor Lighting
No Substantial Change

• Right-of-Way Lighting

• Prohibited lighting

Major Changes

• Updated applicability

• Introduced lighting zones

• Updated recommendations 

based on the latest      

ANSI / IES / IDA standards 

• Reduced maximum CCT

• Added curfew dimming

Sec. 16-276 - Outdoor lighting
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Outdoor Lighting

Applicability

1. All new development shall meet the requirements of this section , applicable electrical and energy 
codes, and applicable sections of building code.

2. Whenever there is a new use for a property (e.g. zoning or variance change), all outdoor lighting on 
the property will meet the requirements of this section before the new use commences.

3. Expansion, renovation, and modification to existing property  that increases the developed square 
footage, occupant capacity, or parking spaces by twenty-five percent (25%) or more, shall cause the 
entire property to meet the requirements of this ordinance.

4. In the event an outdoor light fixture is not working or damaged to the extent repair costs equal at 
least fifty percent (50%) of replacement cost, the repair/replacement shall conform with the 
requirements of this section.

5. Unless otherwise noted or exempt, existing outdoor lighting that does not meet the provisions of 
this section shall be considered legal nonconforming until natural maintenance, modifications, 
change of use, or complaint enforcement obligate meeting the requirements of this ordinance.
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Outdoor Lighting
Lighting Zones

Based on ANSI / IES / IDA 

guidance:

• Provides environmental 
protection where needed

• Reduces over-lighting and 
neighborly conflict

• Fosters human vision and 
transitions of travel

Comp Plan 

Neighborhood Land Use Strategy 10. Reassess effectiveness of outdoor lighting 

regulations to better protect neighboring residential properties
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Outdoor Lighting
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Outdoor Lighting

Luminance

Illuminance

CONTRASTGLARE

ADAPTATION SPECTRUM

CONTRAST
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Outdoor Lighting

The Spectral Power Distribution (SPD) of a light source will ultimately determine its Correlated 

Color Temperature (CCT) and Color Rendering Index (CRI).

• The maximum CCT permissive within Los Alamos County shall be 2700K.
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Outdoor Lighting

The Spectral Power Distribution (SPD) of a light source will ultimately determine its Correlated 

Color Temperature (CCT) and Color Rendering Index (CRI).

• The maximum CCT permissive within Los Alamos County shall be 2700K.

• The Color Rendering Index (CRI) of light sources in LZ-1 and greater must be greater than 65.   

Lower CCT (e.g. 2200K) is allowed in all zones provided it meets the CRI requirement, and 

per ANSI/IES, it is encouraged in LZ-0 applications regardless of CRI.

LAC Chp16 DC Update October 2022 Work Sessions 26
 
 

Attachment B



Outdoor Lighting

Denver 2016

• ~3.4fc avg illuminance

• CCT = 1875°K

• CRI = 28
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Outdoor Lighting

Denver 2017

• ~1.1fc avg illuminance

• CCT = 3100°K

• CRI = 83

Summary

• 3 x less light

• 3 x higher CRI

• 56% greater uniformity

• Increased feelings of  

reassurance and 

visual performance 
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Outdoor Lighting

Curfew

Lz2 lighting shall be dimmed by 50%  by 10:00 p.m. or one (1) hour after business close 

(whichever comes latest).  This Lz2 curfew shall remain in effect until 6:00 a.m. The Lz2 curfew 

does not apply to the following:

1. Street, Roadway, and other Department of Transportation lighting.  

2. Code required lighting for public steps, stairs, walkways, and building entrances.

3. Other special use or permitted exceptions listed within this ordinance such as flag, seasonal, 

sports fields, and businesses which operate during these hours.
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Outdoor Lighting

Other Standards

• Illuminance limits and shielding are recommended for residential and non-

residential use to regulate light trespass at property lines

• Special use lighting for security, historic sites, holiday lights, sports facilities, and 

gas station canopies
• Right-of-way lighting
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Discussion regarding outdoor lighting 
standards 
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