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Los Alamos District Historical Ordinance 

To: Los Alamos Historic Advisory Commitee from residents of the proposed historic overlay 

03/2023 

 Thank you for invi�ng us to your March monthly mee�ng of the Los Alamos Historic Advisory 
Commitee.  

We are residents of the proposed historical overlay. We have, over years, carefully preserved 
our homes’ historic value. Indeed, it was largely this historic charm that induced us to buy these 
expensive proper�es. We understand the necessity of caring for, and about, our residences. But 
as it now stands, we do not favor the Los Alamos Historic Overlay.  It apparently differs litle 
from what we rejected in 2016 - threatening undue oversight.  

This concern is exemplified by Los Alamos County Historic Ordinance and Dra� Applica�on Sec. 
16-73(h)(4)b Decision Criteria [italics added]:

“An applica�on for a Minor Historic Property Altera�on Cer�ficate shall be approved if it 
meets all of the following criteria.  

The proposed work is compa�ble with the relevant historic, cultural, or architectural 
quali�es characteris�c of the structure, site or district including, but not limited to, 
elements of size, scale, massing, propor�ons, orienta�on, materials, surface textures and 
paterns, details and embellishments and the rela�on of these elements to one another.” 

 What does this mean under normal household prac�ce? For example, will permission be 
required for yardwork and garden enhancements? (These features can easily be changed.) The 
same goes for trim pain�ng (again easily changed). How does our property integrate with 
adjoining County landscapes? 

Should the Advisory Commitee include a vo�ng resident affected by the oversight under 
considera�on? Should Planning and Zoning refer a proposal for Commitee considera�on rather 
than requiring it of the resident? 

We all need to know more. 

Thank you, 

   Bart Olinger           Jim O’Donnell         Miles Olinger        

  Colleen Olinger         Kate O’Donnell        Seth Olinger        
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