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Police Officer 
Memorial



A Police Officer Memorial is a 
dedicated monument or 
structure that honors law 
enforcement officers who have 
died in the line of duty.  The Los 
Alamos Police Department also 
honors officers who have 
passed away.  The history and 
intent behind these memorial 
walls are deeply rooted in the 
recognition of the sacrifices that 
police officers make to protect 
and serve their communities.



History

Origins: The tradition of memorializing 
fallen law enforcement officers began as 
local tributes, often organized by police 
departments or communities after an 
officer's death. Over time, these 
individual efforts evolved into formalized, 
national, and state memorials.



National Police Memorial

One of the most notable examples is the National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., which was established in 1991. The idea for a 
national memorial emerged in the 1960s and 1970s, driven by advocacy from 
law enforcement organizations like the National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund (NLEOMF). The goal was to create a permanent place where 
officers who died in the line of duty could be honored.



Growth
Over time, many states and municipalities 
followed suit, creating their own memorials. 
Today, nearly every U.S. state has a version of a 
police memorial wall, often located in prominent 
areas near government buildings or police 
headquarters.

Intent
The primary intent of a police memorial wall is to 
honor the memory of fallen and passed officers. 
Each name inscribed represents an officer who 
lost their life while performing their duties or have 
since passed away. The wall serves as a lasting 
testament to their sacrifice.  It a way to honor and 
remember those the fallen.



In short, police officer memorial walls represent both a historical record and a 
symbolic space for honoring, remembering, and respecting law enforcement 
officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice. They serve as a reminder of the 
bond between police officers and their communities.

Community and 
Department Healing

Memorial walls offer a space 
for police departments and the 
broader community to come 
together in remembrance and 
healing. Annual ceremonies 
are often held at these sites, 
such as during National Police 
Week, where family members, 
colleagues, and community 
leaders gather to reflect on the 
contributions of the fallen.

Public Awareness

These walls help raise public 
awareness about the dangers 
and challenges that law 
enforcement officers face daily. 
By acknowledging the ultimate 
sacrifice, these memorials 
highlight the risks associated 
with policing and foster respect 
and support for the profession.

Sense of Duty and Legacy

For serving officers, the 
memorial wall serves as a 
reminder of the sense of duty 
and commitment to protecting 
their communities, even in the 
face of potential danger. It 
reinforces the idea of continuity 
and legacy in the law 
enforcement profession.



Symbolism 
of the Lion
 Strength

 Courage

 Protective Role

 Watchfulness
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