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County of Los Alamos 

 

Minutes 
 

County Council – Special Session  
 

Randall Ryti, Council Chair, James Robinson, Council Vice-Chair, 
Denise Derkacs, David Izraelevitz, David Reagor, Sara Scott, 

and Sean Williams, Councilors 
 

Friday, December 3, 2021 1:00 PM              Due to COVID-19 concerns, meeting will be 
conducted remotely. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81318107569 
 

 
 
1. OPENING/ROLL CALL 
 

The Council Chair, Randall Ryti, called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. 
 

The following Councilors were in attendance: 
 

Present:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Robinson, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Izraelevitz, 
Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Williams 
 

Absent: 1 - Councilor Scott 
 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Derkacs, seconded by Councilor Williams, that the agenda 
be approved as presented. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Robinson, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Izraelevitz, 
 Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Williams 
 

Absent: 1 - Councilor Scott 
 
 
3. HEARING 

 

A. Hearing of NM Innovation Triangle LLC’s objection to “Incorporated County of Los Alamos Resolution No. 21-

30, A Resolution Declaring the Hotel Structure, Commonly Referred to as "The Hilltop House" Located at 400 

Trinity Drive, Los Alamos, New Mexico, A Menace to the Public Comfort, Health, Peace, and Safety and 

Ordering Removal of the Hilltop House, and Associated Ruins, Rubbish, Wreckage, and Debris from Los 

Alamos County” as provided for NMSA § 3-18-5(D) 

 

Councilor Ryti outlined the procedure for the hearing. 
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The following individuals appeared for the parties: 

 

Mr. Alvin Leaphart appeared on behalf of Los Alamos County. 

 

Mr. Karl Sommer appeared on behalf of New Mexico Innovation Triangle, LLC. 

 

Mr. Alvin Leaphart offered the admission of evidence that was entered into the record as Exhibits 1 through 9. 

 

Mr. Alvin Leaphart called Ms. Wendy Servey, Division Chief/Fire Marshal as the first witness for Los Alamos 

County. 

 

Witness testimony began with the direct examination of the witness by Mr. Alvin Leaphart. 

 

Witness testimony continued with cross examination of the witness by Mr. Karl Sommer. 

 

Council Members questioned the witness. 

 

Mr. Alvin Leaphart advised he did not have any further witnesses but reserved the right to call rebuttal 

witnesses. 

 

Mr. Karl Sommer called Mr. Paul Santillanes as the first witness for NM Innovation Triangle, LLC. 

 

Witness testimony began with the direct examination of the witness by Mr. Karl Sommer. 

 

Mr. Alvin Leaphart did not cross examine the witness. 

 

Council Members questioned the witness. 

 

Ms. Wendy Servey, Division Chief/Fire Marshal, questioned the witness. 

 

Mr. Karl Sommer advised he did not have any further witnesses. 

 

Mr. Alvin Leaphart provided a closing statement. 

 

Mr. Karl Sommer provided a closing statement. 

 

B. Closed Session for Deliberations of a Public Body in Connection with an Administrative Adjudicatory 

Proceeding Pursuant to NMSA § 10-51-1 (H) (3) 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Izraelevitz, seconded by Councilor Robinson, that the 
County Council enter closed session pursuant to NMSA § 10-51-1 (H) (3). 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Robinson, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Izraelevitz, 
 Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Williams 
 

Absent: 1 - Councilor Scott 
 

 

RECESS 

Council recessed into closed session at 3:35 p.m.  Council returned from closed session at 4:20 p.m. 

Councilor Reagor was not present.  Councilor Reagor returned from the closed session at 4:23 p.m. 
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Mr. Alvin Leaphart read the proposed order into the record. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Izraelevitz, seconded by Councilor Reagor, that the County 
Council move out of closed session and back into open session and that no action was taken 
during the closed session. 
 
Councilor Williams proposed a friendly amendment to the motion to state that the topics were 
limited only to the matters outlined in the agenda.  The friendly amendment was accepted. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Robinson, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Izraelevitz, 
 Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Williams 
 

Absent: 1 - Councilor Scott 
 

C. Possible Final Action on this Proceeding 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Izraelevitz, seconded by Councilor Reagor, that the written 
order read into the record be approved by the County Council and further authorize the Chair 
of the County to sign this order and enter the written order into the record of the proceeding. 
 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Robinson, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Izraelevitz, 
 Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Williams 
 

Absent: 1 - Councilor Scott 
 

 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS 
 

 
         

Randall T. Ryti, Council Chair 
   

Attest:  
 
 
         

Naomi D. Maestas, County Clerk  
 
 
Meeting Transcribed By: Victoria L. Martinez, Senior Deputy Clerk  
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