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DEVELOPMENT CODE UPDATE
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Agenda

• Process Overview 

• Changes from Module 1 and Module 2 

• Overview of major changes in Module 3

• Public input received 

• Next steps
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Timeline

• Module 1 released July 7, 2021

• Downtown Master Plans adopted October 19, 2021

• Module 2 released January 24, 2022

• Module 3 released July 18, 2022

• Additional content on Wireless Telecommunication Facilities, 
Outdoor Lighting, and Accessory Dwelling Units anticipated to be 
released September 2022

• Council Review for Adoption of Revised Chapter 16 anticipated Fall 
2022
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Code Update Modules

• Modules integrate findings from Diagnostic

Report into municipal code

• Modules build off of each other

• Comments on each Module are addressed in

subsequent Modules. Module 1 comments

have been addressed in Module 2.

Module 1

Use 

Regulations

Content removed as a result of public 
comments are indicating in this 
document via text that is struck 
through (e.g. content removed), 
while new content added as a result 
of public comments is underlined 
(e.g. new content), with the 
exception of cross-references. 

Module 3 

Administration 

& Procedures 

Module 2

Development 

Standards
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Steering Committee

Role of Committee

• Advise Code Update 

recommendations 

• Meets every other week

Composition of Committee

• Neighborhood 

representatives

• Business owners

• Development community 

representatives 

• County staff – community 

development, public works, 

• County legal
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Revisions to Module 1 & 2

Zone District Name Changes

• Changed PL: Public Land

District name to INS:

Institutional District
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Revisions to Module 1 & 2

North Community Districts 

• Changed RM-NC: 

Residential Mixed North 

Community District name to 

RM-2: Residential Mixed 

District

• Incorporated MFL-NC into 

general MFL and carried 

over less stringent 

entitlements from NC ATTACHMENT A



Revisions to Module 1 & 2
Open Space Districts

• New parks district, POS-RO: Parks

and Open Space – Recreational

Open Space, covers Pajarito

Mountain Ski Area

• Removed more intense use

allowance from POS-PO
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Revisions to Module 1 & 2

Development Standard Changes

• Changed Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) 

restriction from 3000K to 2200K
REQUESTS  2,200K
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Module 3 Table of Contents

Review and Decision- Making 

Bodies

Defines the authority and 

responsibility of each body.

Procedures

Outlines general procedures and 

provides a guide to the development 

process in the Procedures Summary 

Table

Universal

ATTACHMENT A



Module 3 Table of Contents

Specific Development 

Procedures

Describes the applicability, 

procedures, and decision criteria for 

each type of development application.

Nonconformities

Outlines the applicability and 

procedures for nonconforming uses, 

lots, structures, and site features

Universal
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Module 3 Table of Contents

Construction Improvements

Describes processes and 

requirements for public and private 

construction improvements.

Violations, Enforcement, and 

Penalties

Describes the County’s authority to 

enforce and enforcement procedures

Definitions

Universal
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Notice 

Requirements

Specific

Procedure Link

Review and 

Decision Authority

Procedures 
Summary 
Table

Application Type Meeting 

Requirements
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Types of Procedures 

Establishes and defines categories of decisions authorized in the Development 

Code: Legislative Decisions, Quasi-Judicial, and Administrative

• Legislative Decisions involve a change in land-use policy by the decision making 

body that does not concern a single tract – require a public hearing 

• Quasi-judicial Decisions involves the use of a discretionary standard, as specified 

in the Development Code, to an application for discretionary development approval 

that is applicable to specific land in common ownership or to an area of land in which 

the predominant ownership is in a single ownership – require a public hearing 

• Administrative Decisions involve interpretation and application of nondiscretionary 

standards of the Development Code to an application – do not require a public 

hearing 
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Review and Decision-Making 
Bodies

• Accessory Structure Permits

• Administrative Deviations / 

Waivers 

• Building Permits 

• Declaratory Rulings  

• Encroachment Permits 

• Fence / Wall Permits 

• Hillside Development Plans

• Landscape Plans

• Lighting Plans 

• Minor development plan 

amendments 

• Minor site plan amendments 

• Sign Permits 

• Special Event Permits 

• Summary Plats 

• Temporary Use Permits 

• Wireless Telecommunications 

Facilities

Community Development Department / Director reviews and makes 

final decisions on:
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Review and Decision-Making 
Bodies: Planning and Zoning Commission

Reviews and makes final decisions on:

• Code Interpretations 

• Sketch Plats 

• Preliminary Plats

• Final Plats 

• Conditional Use Permits

• Site Plan 

• Development Plan 

• Major Site Plan Amendments

• Major Development Plan Amendments 

• Variances 

• Any application referred to it by the 

Community Development Director

Appeal authority for administrative 

decisions.

Reviews and makes recommendations 

to County Council on:

• Master Plans

• Development Plans

• Comprehensive Plans

• Zone Map Amendments

• Text Amendments
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Review and Decision-Making 
Bodies: County Council

Reviews and makes final decisions on:

• Master Plan Approvals 

• Development Plan Approvals, 

including any associated site plans or 

sketch plats. 

• Comprehensive Plan Adoption or 

Amendments

• Zone Map Amendments 

• Text Amendment

Appeal authority for decisions by the 

Planning and Zoning Commission

• Master Plan Approvals 

• Development Plan Approvals, 

including any associated site plans or 

sketch plats. 

• Comprehensive Plan Adoption or 

Amendments 

• Zone Map Amendments 

• Text Amendment
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Common 
Procedures: Permit 
Approval and 
Expiration

• Procedures for extending approvals
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Common Procedures: 
Administrative Deviations 

• Procedures for instances 

where strict application of the 

Code would result in practical 

difficulty or undue hardship

• Can not be applied to 

neighborhood protection 

standards

• Deviations beyond these 

thresholds will be reviewed and 

decided as Variances 

Modified / clarified from Sec. 16-51.C.6 which 
allows minor dimensional deviations of 12 inches 
or less from the provisions of this chapter or a 
deviation in the number of required off-street 
parking spaces amounting to one percent or less 
of the spaces otherwise required.
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Common Procedures: 
Neighborhood Meetings

• Neighborhood Meetings required for 

Zone Map Amendments and 

Development Plan Adoptions/Major 

Amendments

• Offered to all property owners within 

300 ft of the subject property
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Common Procedures: 
Notifications

• Procedures for 

published, posted, 

and mailed notice

• New procedures 

for posted notice

ATTACHMENT A



Specific Development 
Procedures

• Applicability defines when the 

procedures is required

• Procedures describes the review and 

approval process and includes a 

flowchart of the process

• Decision Criteria provides the criteria 

for approval and reference to the 

applicable Development Standards
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General Administrative 
Procedures

• Pre-application meeting

• Do not require a public meeting 
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General Quasi-judical
Procedures

• Pre-application meeting

• May require a neighborhood meeting; 

minor Zone Map Amendment 

• Recommendation from CDD

• Require 1 public hearings at P/Z for 

final decision 

• Appeals to Council 
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General Legislative Procedures

• Pre-application meeting

• May require a neighborhood meeting; 

• Require 2 public hearings; one at P/Z 

for recommendation and another at 

Council for final decision 

• Appeals to District Court 
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Common Procedures: 
Public Hearings

• Establishes Hearing Officer position to assist in the adjudication of 

quasi-judicial hearings, if necessary 

• Legislative Hearing Requirements including rules for procedures, 

Planning and Zoning Commission Recommendations, and Council 

Actions

• Quasi-Judicial Hearing Requirements including conduct of quasi-

judicial hearings, proceedings of hearings, decisions, and rules 

regarding ex-parte communication
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Common Procedures: 
Public Hearings
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Common Procedures: 
Appeals

• Appealable Actions

• Effect of Appeals

• Standing Required to Appeal

• Appeal Bodies

• Procedures

• Review and Decision Criteria 

ATTACHMENT A



Nonconformities

Buildings or activities that were legal when they were built,

but that will not comply with the Development Code 

Different Types of “Nonconforming”

1. Lots

2. Use

3. Structure

4. Lots

5. Site features (e.g. parking, landscaping, etc.)
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Nonconformities

• Allowed to continue – regardless of sale or lease to others (i.e.

“grandfathered”)

• Allowed to be maintained / repaired, as long as  non-conformity isn’t 

expanded

• Limits on expansion
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Nonconforming Lots

• A nonconforming lot that was made nonconforming by virtue of enactment of the 

Code may be used for construction of a building allowed in the applicable zoning 

district, provided that all other zoning district and dimensional standards are met.  

• Permitted uses or structures may be established on a preexisting lot of record, the 

description of which is on record on the date of adoption of the Code. 

• In the North Community, where a conforming or legal nonconforming dwelling, two-

family or multiple-family existed on a lot on May 9, 2000, such lot shall be considered 

a conforming site for dwellings, single-family, attached and may be subdivided into a 

number of lots less than or equal to the number of dwelling units located on the lot on 

May 9, 2000 (existing standard to remain). 
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Nonconforming Use 

• A nonconforming use of land, building, or a structure shall be allowed to continue 

regardless of any change in ownership or occupancy of the use, until that use is 

discontinued for a period of 180 days or another provision of this section requires 

the termination of the use.

• No such nonconforming use shall:

• A structure containing a nonconforming use may be maintained, repaired, or altered, 

with limits on expansion pursuant to Section 5-4(D).

• Enlarged, increased or extended to occupy a greater area of land than was 

occupied on the date of adoption of this Code.

• Moved in whole or in part to any portion of the lot or parcel other than occupied by 

such use on the date of adoption of this Code.

• No additional structure not conforming to the requirements of this Code shall be 

erected in connection with the nonconforming use of land or structure.
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Nonconforming Structures 

• A nonconforming structure shall be allowed to continue to be used, regardless of any change in 

ownership or occupancy of the structure, until the structure is vacant for a period of 180 days

or until another provision of this Section requires the termination of the use. 

• No such nonconforming structure shall enlarged or altered in a way that increases its 

nonconformity.

• A nonconforming structure that has been damaged or destroyed by fire or other causes may be 

restored to its original condition, provided that such work is commenced within one (1) year of 

such event and completed within eighteen (18) months of such event.

• A nonconforming structure may be moved in whole or in part to another location on or off the lot, 

provided that the moving will make it conform to the regulations for the zone district(s) in which it 

is located.

• A structure containing a nonconforming use may be maintained, repaired, or altered, with limits on 

expansion pursuant to Section 5-4(D).
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Nonconforming Site Features

• Site features may continue to be used and occupied, and uses may be 

changed or expanded as allowed by other provisions of the Code, 

notwithstanding those nonconformities 

• Unless and until the gross floor area of the primary building on the lot 

is expanded more than 25% of the existing gross floor area, at which 

time any portion of the lot affected by the expansion shall be brought into 

compliance with any relevant standards in the Sections listed above in this 

provision.
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Construction Improvements

Remains consistent with existing requirements, minimal changes

• Phasing Plan

• Notification to County staff prior to commencing construction

• Responsibilities for maintenance

• Standards for acceptance by the County

• Monument standards

• General construction standards
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Violations, Enforcement, 
and Penalties

Remains consistent with existing requirements, minimal 

changes

• Purpose

• Authority to Enforce

• Review of Zoning Compliance

• Enforcement Procedures

• Penalty of Violation of Code
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Public Input 

Public comment spreadsheet 
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Public Input 

Pinon Park Zoning
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Public Input 

County should consider a sponsored zone 

amendment process post adoption.

Albuquerque Planning Department sponsored a 

package of zone changes within a year of the IDO 

effective date that accommodated:

• Existing mismatches of land use and zoning

• Uses made nonconforming by the IDO

• Elective downzoning by property owners 
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Next Steps 

• Public comment on Module 3 will be accepted 
through August 23, 2022. Email comments to Jessica 
Lawlis at jessical@dpsdesign.org or Sobia Sayeda at 
sobia.Sayeda@lacnm.us

• Presentation to County Council August 23, 2022

• Final draft for review September 2022

• P/Z and Council Work Sessions paired with Community 
office hours anticipated in October / November 2022
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Questions?  
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