
SEC. 16-9 HISTORIC PROTECTION OVERLAY ZONE DISTRICT (HP-0) 

16-9(a) PURPOSE

The purpose of the Historic Protection Overlay (HP-0) zone district is to preserve and protect the County's 
unique heritage and identity through the protection of historic sites, structures, and artifacts and through 
the designation of districts and landmarks of historical or archaeological significance. The HP-0 zone 
district is further intended to; 

(1) Create _a_ceasona ble_bal ance.between.private.property-rlghts a nd .. the.public's-int er est. in .prese rvl ng_ ········- -- --•
the County's historic properties;

(2) Allow for the preservation, protection, and enhancement of archaeological and historical sites and
objects within the County;

(3) Foster civic pride In the beauty and accomplishments of our past;
(4) Provide educational opportunities for Los Alamos County residents of all ages;
(5) Enhance and promote the County's ability to attract tourists and other visitors while respecting the

privacy of Individual building occupants;
{6) Promote the continued use, adaptive reuse, and maintenance of historic or architecturally significant 

properties; 
(7) Ensure that the exterior design and appearance of new structures and Improvements within a historic

district will be compatible with the established character of that district;
{8) Provide owners of properties of historic significance with helpful information and other potential 

Incentives for the preservation, maintenance, and improvement of their properties;and 
(9) Establish efficient anaslm-pteadmin1strat1ve systemn·c,carry ourthe purposes of this article utiliifhg,

wherever possible, approval procedures already in existence.

16-9(b) AUTHORITY

As the preservation of historic assets within the County has been determined by the County Council to be 
a legitimate purpose of government, this section is adopted pursuant to and furthers the purposes of 
NMSA 1978, §§ 3-21-1 et seq., {Municipal and County Zoning Regulations); NMSA § 3-22-1 et seq., 
(Historic Districts and Landmarks Act); and NMSA §§ 18-6-1 et seq., (Cultural Properties Act). 

16-9(c) DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND COUNTY LANDMARKS

(1) The County Council may designate and list individual historic landmarks or historic districts within
the County, pursuant to Sec. 16-75(b}.

(2) Historic landmarks and districts shall be designated on the Official Zoning Map,
(3) Historic designation will result In the creation of an Historic Protection Overlay zone district which will

Impose regulations on the designated property or district In addition to the zoning regulations already
in effect in the underlying base zone districts.

16-9(d) HP-0 ZONE DISTRICT STANDARDS

(1) Within the boundaries of any HP·O zone, the exterior appearance of any structure shall not be altered;
new structures shall not be constructed; and existing structures shall not be demolished until an
Historic Property Alteration Certificate is approved pursuant to Sect. 16-73/h!.

(2) A Historic Property Alteration Certificate shall not be required for:
a, Ordinary maintenance and repair where the purpose of the work is to preserve the integrity 
of the structure and/or materials, correct deterioration to the structure, and restore It to Its 
condition prior to deterioration; or 
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b, Construction, alteration or demolition involving only interior features of the structure, unless 
such work impacts the structure's exterior appearance, 

c. Within the boundaries of any HP-0 zone, no demolition permit shall be issued by the building
official until a HP-0 Demolition Permit application has been reviewed by the HPAB pursuant to
the procedures of Sect. 16-73/q},

(3) An applicant who has been denied a Historic Property Alteration Certificate may seek an exemption
from all, or portions of, the requirements of this section based on economic hardship by requesting a
HP-0 Economic Hardship Wavier per the procedures of Sect. 16-74/d). If a request for Economic
Hardship Wavier is made, the applicant may not undertake any work on the historic property until
and unless the planning and zoning commission makes a finding that an economic hardship exists and
a certificate has been issued,

(4) No owner of an Historic property shall permit such property to fall into a serious state of disrepair so
as to result in the deterioration of any exterior architectural feature which would produce a
detrimental effect upon the character of the district as a whole or the life and character of the
property itself, Examples of such deterioration include deterioration of exterior walls or other vertical
supports; deterioration of roof or other horizontal members; deterioration of exterior chimneys;
deterioration or crumbling of exterior stucco or mortar; ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls,
roof, or foundations, including broken windows or doors; and deterioration of any feature so as to
create a hazardous condition which could lead to the claim that demolition is necessary for the public
safety,

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed as to prevent any repairs, construction alterations or
demolition necessary to correct or abate the unsafe or dangerous condition of any structure or site
feature or part thereof, where such condition has been declared unsafe or dangerous by the county
building official, other applicable county department directors, or federal or state agencies, and
where proposed measures have been declared necessary by such departments or agencies, To the
maximum practical extent such repairs, alterations, or demolitions shall be carried out in accordance
with the standards required by this article.
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meters) above the tallest luminaire. The illuminance on the calculation planes must not 
exceed the limits of light trespass defined within this ordinance. 

v. A signed affidavit that the site lighting plan meets the requirements of the ordinance.
3. Comparable examples already in the community that demonstrate technique, specification and/

or light level should be provided if available to expedite the review process.
c. The Community Development Department shall intake the application pursuant to the requirements

of Sec.16-72/d).
d. The Community Development Director, or their designee, shall review the lighting plan based on its

conformity with the Decision Criteria of Sec. 16-73-/fJ/3).
e. If the application complies with the provisions of Sec. 16-73-/fJ/3), the Community Development

Director shall issue an approval. The Director shall have the authority to refer an application to the
Planning and Zoning Commission or the Historic Preservation Advisory Board if deemed appropriate

f. Any appeals related to decisions regarding outdoor lighting shall be made to the Planning and Zoning
Commission using the procedure set forth in Sec. 16-72/g)

16-73-{f){3) DECISION CRITERIA

A lighting plan shall be approved if it complies with all applicable standards in this Code, particularly 
Division 6 Outdoor Lighting, and any other adopted County regulations. 

16-73{g) MINOR HISTORIC DEMOLITION PERMIT

16-73-{g){l) APPLICABILITY

This Section applies to all applications for demolition permits within a Historic Protection Overlay. 

16-73-{g){2) PROCEDURES

a. Applications for Historic Demolition Permit may be made by the owner or agent of any parcel of
property to be affected.

b. HP-0 demolition permits shall be submitted to the Community Development Department and shall
include all information per the County's Demolition Permit application, Including:
1. Proof of Ownership
2. Scaled floor plan showing scope of demolition.
3. A written explanation demonstrating compliance with the decision criteria of Sec. 16-73-(g)/4)

or 16-73-(qJ/3).

c. The Community Development Department shall intake the application pursuant to the requirements
of Sec. 16-72(d/

d. The Community Development Director, or their designee, shall set a committee session with the

director and two members of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) designated by the
Historic Preservation Advisory Board chair to review the application within 10 days of receipt of a
complete application.

e. The Demolition Permit application shall be reviewed based on its conformity with the Decision
Criteria of Sec. 16-73-(q)/4) or 16-73-(q)/3).

f. If the committee finds the application complies with the provisions of Sec. 16-73-/gJ/4) or 16-73-
(qJf]l, the Community Development Director shall issue the permit.

g. If the committee does not issue a demolition permit, then the request shall follow the Major Historic
Demolition Permit procedures of Sec. 16-74(e).
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16-73-{g)(3) DECISION CRITERIA FOR PARTIAL DEMOLITION

An application for a Demolition Permit in an HP-O shall be approved If it meets all of the following criteria: 

a. The partial demolition is required for renovation, restoration, or rehabilitation of the structure.
b. The structure is determined to have historic or architectural significance but, the structure proposed

for demolition is not structurally sound despite evidence of the owner's efforts to maintain the
structure.

c. The request has mitigated, to the greatest extent possible, impacts on the historic importance of the
structure or structures located on the property and on the architectural integrity of the structure or
structures on the property.

16-73-{g)(4) DECISION CRITERIA FOR TOTAL DEMOLITION

An application for a Demolition Permit in an HP-O shall be approved if it meets all of the following criteria: 

a. The structure is of minimal historic significance because of its location, condition, modifications or
other factors, and its demolition will be inconsequential to historic preservation needs of the area; or

b. The structure is determined to have historic or architectural significance but:
1. The structure proposed for demolition is not structurally sound despite evidence of the owner's

efforts to maintain the structure; and
2. The structure cannot be rehabilitated or reused on site to provide for any reasonable beneficial

use of the property; and

3. The structure cannot be practically moved to another site in Los Alamos; and
4. The request demonstrates that the proposal mitigates the greatest extent practical the following:

I. Any impacts that occur to the visual character of the neighborhood where demolition is
proposed to occur.

i. Any impact on the historical importance of the structure or structures located on the
property and adjacent properties.

i. Any impact to the architectural integrity of the structure or structures located on the
property and adjacent properties.

16-73{h) MINOR HISTORIC PROPERTY ALTERATION CERTIFICATE

16-73-(h){l) APPLICABILITY

a. Any alteration to the exterior appearance of any historically designated structure, new construction
or demolition within a designated Historic Protection Overlay of Sec. 16-9 shall require Historic
Property Alteration Certificate per this section.

b. Any construction, alteration, relocation or demolition of any fence or other landscape feature
including, without limitation, any deck, wall, berm, garden structure, exterior lighting, driveway, or
landscaping that has the potential for affecting historic structures or features shall also require an
approved Historic Property Alteration Certificate per this section.
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16-73-(h)(2) EXEMPTIONS

A Historic Property Alteration Certificate shall not be required for: 

a. Ordinary maintenance and repair where the purpose of the work is to preserve the integrity of the
structure and/or materials, correct any aesthetic deterioration to the structure, and restore it to its
condition prior to deterioration; or

b. Construction, alteration or demolition involving only interior features of the structure, unless such
work impacts the structure's exterior appearance.

16-73-(h)(3) PROCEDURES

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Applications for a Historic Property 
Alteration Certificate may be made by the 
owner or agent of any parcel of property to 
be affected. 
Historic Property Alteration Certificate 
applications shall include the application, 
scaled site plan, architectural drawings, 
and other documentation that show 
compliance with the applicable provisions 
of this Code and other adopted County 
plans or policies as required by the 
County's Historic Property Alteration 
Certificate application to the Community 
Development Department, including: 
1. Proof of property ownership or

Owner's affidavit if property is rented
or leased.

2. Architectural drawings showing 
proposed alterations, as applicable 

3. A written explanation of how the
request conforms to the Decision
Criteria within Sect. 16-73-(h)(4).

4. Any applicable requirements as 
required by the Community

� 

V'l 

o> 
,- rn 

MINOR HISTORIC PROPERTY

I 
ALTERATION CERTIFICATE 

fi Submit Application to Community
8 Development Department (COD)

Ii COD Application Intake Review

Application deemed complete+ 

• Committee Review

Committee deems no signifi- Committee deems signifi-
cant impaa I detriment cant impaa I detriment 

Certificate Issued
CDD Notifies HPAB and PZ of 

issuance 

� Final Decisions
� Issued by CDD 

.. 

Development Director.

""'"� • 
,- ro mi: Appeal Period

The Community Development Department -o s, 

shall intake the application pursuant to the 
requirements of Sect. 16-72(d). 

The Community Development Director, or 
their designee, shall set a Historic Property 

Permit Issued
Issued by CDD 

1 Application 
deemed 
incomplete 

Alteration Certificate Review Committee session with the director and two members of the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board designated by the Historic Preservation Advisory Board chair to review 
the application within 10 days of receipt of a complete application. 
The Historic Property Alteration Certificate application shall be reviewed based on its conformity with 
the Decision Criteria of Sect. 16-73-(h}(4). 

If the committee determines there will be no significant impact or potential detriment based on the 
decision criteria in Sect. 16-73-(h)(4) , the Community Development Department shall issue the 
alternation certificate and send written notification to the Historic Preservation Advisory Board and 
the Planning and Zoning Commission of such issuance. 
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g. 

h. 

If it has been determined by the majority of 

the committee that the proposed work 

would create a significant impact or 

potential detriment to the historic property 

based on the criteria in Sect. 16-73-(h) 

M)., the application shall be referred to a 

public hearing pursuant to Sect. 16-72(f). 

The Community Development Department 

shall notify the applicant of the referral in 

writing within 5 days of the decision. 

The final action of the committee regarding 

any Minor Historic Property Alteration 

Certificate may be appealed to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission in accordance with 

Sect. 16-72(g). 

16-73-(h)(4) DECISION CRITERIA

An application for a Minor Historic Property 

Alteration Certificate shall be approved if it 

meets all of the following criteria: 

a. The proposed work will preserve, enhance,

or restore significant features of the

resources as identified in the criteria for

designation of the nomination or any

specific design guidelines adopted for the

historic landmark or district.

V'I 
s:t> 
,-ctl 

"O 

V'I 
sst> 
.- ctl 

"O 

MINOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN
AMENDMENTS 

fa Submit Application to Community
Im Development Department (CDD) 

I
r• CDD Application Intake Review

Request exceeds 

allowed thresholds 

Request meets 
allowed thresholds 

(F@};) Requires Major
� Amendment 

CDD Review per Decision Criteria

I
� Final Decisions
� Issued by CDD 

• Appeal Period

b. The proposed work is compatible with the relevant historic, cultural, or architectural qualities

characteristic of the structure, site or district including, but not limited to, elements of size, scale,

massing, proportions, orientation, materials, surface textures and patterns, details and

embellishments and the relation of these elements to one another.

c. The proposed work will not significantly destroy, damage, or diminish significant features of the

resources as identified in the criteria for designation of the nomination or within any specific design

guidelines adopted for the historic landmark or district.

16-73(i) MINOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN AMENDMENTS

16-73-(i)(l) APPLICABILITY

This Section applies to any amendment to a previous Development Plan approval that changes site 

development standards at a threshold of not more than 10 percent. 

16-73-(i)(2) PROCEDURES

a. Applications for Minor Development Plan Amendment applications may be made by the owner or

agent of any parcel of property to be affected.

b. Minor Development Plan Amendment applications shall be submitted to the Community

Development Department and shall include all information per the County's Minor Development Plan

Application, including:
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16-74{f) MAJOR HISTORIC PROPERTY ALTERATION CERTIFICATE

16-74-(f)(l) APPLICABILITY

New construction over 200 square feet in gross floor area, the relocation or demolition of a historic 
property within a designated Historic Protection Overlay of Sec. 16-9 shall require Major Historic Property 
Alteration Certificate per this section. 

16-74-(f)(2) PROCEDURES

a. 

b. 

Applications for a Historic Property
Alteration Certificate may be made by the
owner or agent of any parcel of property to
be affected.
Historic Property Alteration Certificate
applications shall include the application,
site plan, architectural drawings and other
documentation that show compliance with
the applicable provisions of this Code and
other adopted County plans or policies
as required by the County's Site Plan
application to the Community 
Development Department, including: 

MAJOR HISTORIC PROPERTY 
ALTERATION CERTIFICATE 

fi Submit Application to Community
8 Development Department (CDD) 

ra, CDD Application Review

Application deemed complete i 

Ii 
Public Notice by CDD

1 Application 

deemed 

incomplete 

1. Proof of property ownership or
Owner's affidavit if property is rented 
or leased. 

V1 

co> 
N<tl 

-0 
� Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
� Public Hearing 

2. Architectural drawings showing 
proposed alterations, as applicable. 

111 

3. A written explanation of how the ;:;:i iii"
-0 

request conforms to the Decision E=> 

Planning and Zoning Hearing 

Criteria within Section 5-l{C)(III). 111 

4. Any applicable requirements as � i '1jl Appeal Period
required by the Community m 
Development Director. 

c. The Community Development Department shall intake the application pursuant to the requirements
of Sect. 16-72(d).

d. The Community Development Department shall provide public notice pursuant to the requirements
of Sec. 16-72-(c)(2).

e. The Community Development Department shall set a date for public hearing before the Historic
Preservation Advisory Board on the request within 40 days of receipt of a complete application.

f. The Historic Preservation Advisory Board shall conduct a public hearing on the application and
forward a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission. The Historic Preservation
Advisory Board recommendation on the application shall take one of three forms: (i) approval as
presented; (ii) approval with conditions; or (iii) denial. If the Historic Preservation Advisory Board fails
to make a recommendation within the 40-day period, the request will be forward to the Planning and
Zoning Commission without a recommendation.

g. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing pursuant to Sect. 16-72(f)at

the next regularly scheduled meeting after receiving the Historic Preservation Advisory Board
recommendation or, in the event that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board isn't able to reach a 

Incorporated County of Los Alamos Code Ordinance 02-333 

150 

Attachment A 



recommendation, after the 40-day review period has passed.
h. The Historic Property Alteration Certificate application shall be reviewed based on Its conformity

with the Decision Criteria of Sect. 16-74-(f/(3/.
i. The final action of the Planning and Zoning Commission regarding any Historic Property Alteration

Certificate may be appealed to the County Council in accordance with Sect. 16-72/q/,

16-74-(1)(3) DECISION CRITERIA

An application for a Major Historic Property Alteration Certificate shall be approved if it meets all of the
following criteria:
a. The proposed work will preserve, enhance, or restore significant features of the resources as

identified in the criteria for designation of the nomination or any specific design guidelines adopted
for the historic landmark or district.

b. The proposed work is compatible with the relevant historic, cultural, or architectural qualities
characteristic of the structure, site or district including, but not limited to, elements of size, scale,
massing, proportions, orientation, materials, surface textures and patterns, details and
embellishments and the relation of these elements to one another.

c. The proposed work will not significantly destroy, damage, or diminish significant features of the
resources as identified In the criteria for designation of the nomination or within any specific design
guidelines adopted for the historic landmark or district.

16-74(g) VARIANCES

16-74-(g)(l) APPLICABILITY

a. Any deviation from this Code in excess of the thresholds established in Sec, 16-73/a} Administrative
Deviations will require a Variance pursuant
to the procedures of this section. 

. r.iftb. Applications that are below the thresholds li':!:/I

VARIANCE

in 16-73/al Administrative Deviations are 
considered Administrative Deviations ·• Pre-application Meeting

and may be reviewed/approved
administratively without a public hearing. •

16-74-(g)(2) PROCEDURES

a. Prior to the submission of a Site Plan
application, the applicant shall attend a
Pre-Application Meeting pursuant to Sec.
16-72-/bl/1}.

b. Applications for Variances may be made by
the owner or agent of any parcel of
property to be affected.

c. Variance applications shall include the
application, plan, and other documentation
that show compliance with the applicable
provisions of this Code and other adopted
County plans or policies as required by the

,& Submit Application to Community
H Development Department {CDD) 

:ra, 
CDD Application Review

Application deemed complete 

ltD Public Notice by CDD

� Planning and Zoning Hearing

IJ Appeal Period
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or parts thereof, any such part to correspond generally with one or more of the functional elements 
of the plan. 

j. The plan shall only become effective as the Comprehensive Plan of the County upon approval by
resolution of the County Council, carried by affirmative votes of not less than a majority of all
members of the County Council. The resolution shall refer expressly to revisions to specific elements,
the addition of elements, maps, descriptive matter, changes to the vision statement,
policy plan and goals, or other revisions intended by the Planning and Zoning Commission to form the
whole or part of the Comprehensive Plan.

k. The Community Development Department shall post the new or amended Comprehensive Plan on
the County's website.

16-75-(a)(l) DECISION CRITERIA

An application for Adoption or Amendment of the Comprehensive Plan shall be approved if it meets all of 
the following criteria: 

I. The amendment is consistent with the overall vision, policies and other parts of the Comprehensive
Plan, the Strategic Leadership Plan of the County Council, and other adopted County policies and
plans.

m. The amendment replaces outdated information in the Comprehensive Plan, responds to changed
conditions, or provides new information which is not included in the Comprehensive Plan.

n. The adoption or amendment will protect the public health, safety, or welfare better than retention of
the continued application of the existing Comprehensive Plan.

o. The adoption or amendment will result in general benefits to a large portion of the residents or
property owners in the County.

16-75(b) COUNTY LANDMARK OR HISTORIC DISTRICT ADOPTION

16-75-(b)(l) APPLICABILITY

This section applies to all applications for the adoption of a County Landmark or Historic District, 
amendment to the boundaries of a designated Historic District, removal of a designated landmark or site, 
or amending the standards of a Historic Preservation Overlay within this code. 

16-75-(b)(2) PROCEDURES

a. Prior to the submission of a County Landmark or Historic District adoption or amendment application,
the applicant shall attend a Pre-Application Meeting pursuant to Sect. 16-72-/b)/1/ and conduct a
Neighborhood Meeting pursuant to Sect. 16-72-(b/(2/.

b. Applications for adoption or amendment to a County Landmark or Historic District Adoption may be
made by any person,

c. Development Plan applications shall include the application, plan, and other documentation that
show compliance with the applicable provisions of this Code and other adopted County plans or
policies as required by the County's Development Plan application to the Com,munlty Development
Department, including:
1. Written consent of the property owner(s) for a nomination of an individual landmark or written

consent of the owners of at least 66 percent of the properties within the proposed district.
2. Written justification explaining how the request meets the historical or architectural significance

of the proposed landmark or historic criteria for designation per Sect. 16-75-/b//3/.

3. A description of the particular historic or architectural features that should be preserved. The
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description shall be based on a study prepared by an architectural or qualified authority on 
historic preservation surveying the proposed landmark or all properties within the proposed 
district, as applicable. The features deemed to be significant and worthy of preservation shall be 
specifically listed and illustrated in the study and shall form the basis for proposed preservation 
regulations within the district. 

d. A request for amendment to the Comprehensive Plan, if found necessary by the Community Planning
Director, shall be submitted, processed, heard, and decided upon concurrently with the request for
County Landmark or Historic District Adoption or Amendment ,

e. The Community Development Department shall intake the application pursuant to the requirements
of Section 5-2(B)(IV).

f. The Community Development Department shall provide public notice pursuant to the requirements
of Section 5-2(B)(III).

g. The Community Development Director, or their designee, shall set a date for public hearing before the
Planning and Zoning Commission on the County Landmark or Historic District adoption or amendment
request within 28 days of receipt of a complete application.

h. The Historic Preservation Advisory Board shall conduct a public hearing on the application and make
a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission. The HPAB may nominate or sponsor an
application for the designation of an Individual landmark or an historic district.

i. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall conduct a public hearing on the application pursuant to
the requirements of Sec. 16-72/f). The Planning and Zoning Commission shall make a
recommendation to the County Council pursuant to the Decision Criteria in Sect. 16-75-(b)/3). as to
whether the proposed historic landmark or district shall be officially designated on the official zoning
map as an overlay district.

j. Following receipt of the Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation for the proposed County
Landmark or Historic District Adoption or Amendment, the County Council shall conduct a public
hearing pursuant to Sect. 16-72/f) to consider the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning
Commission and whether the proposed historic landmark or district shall be officially designated on
the county zoning map as an overlay district.

k. The County Council shall approve or deny the proposed Zone Map Amendment pursuant to the
Decision Criteria within Sect. 16-75-/b)/3).

I. The Council may also vote to remand the matter back to the Planning and Zoning Commission for
further proceedings. If the case is remanded, the County Council shall specify the time within
which the Planning and Zoning Commission shall report back to the County Council its findings and
recommendations on the matter(s) referred to it.

m. Final approval of the County Landmark or Historic District Adoption shall be determined by the County
Council.

n. After the County Council has approved a County Landmark or Historic District Adoption or
Amendment, the Official Zoning Map shall be amended to note the change and posted on the County
website.

16-75-(b)(3) DECISION CRITERIA

An application for a County Landmark or Historic District adoption or amendment shall be approved if it 
meets not less than two of the following characteristics all of the following criteria: 

a. Embodies an architectural style or method of construction dating from one or more significant historic
periods.

b. Establishes a sense of time and place unique to Los Alamos County.
c. Exemplifies or reflects the cultural, social, economic or political history of the nation, state or county.
d. Is associated with the lives of significant historical persons or events.
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e. Has the potential to preserve, display, or yield significant historic or archaeological information.

f. Exists on the registry of the State or National Register of Historic Places.

16-75(c) ADOPTION OR AMENDMENT OF A MASTER PLAN

16-75-(c)(l) APPLICABILITY

This section applies to all applications to adopt or amend a Master Plan. 

16-75-(c)(2) PROCEDURES

a. 

b. 

Applications for amendment or adoption 

of a Master Plan may be made by the 

County Council, the Planning and Zoning 

Commission, the County Manager, or the 

Community Development Director, or their 

designee 

Applications for an amendment to a 

Cy) 
MASTER PLAN ADOPTION/
AMENDMENT 

• Pre-Application Meeting

Master Plan shall explain how it conforms 

to the Decision Criteria in Sec. 16-75-(c/ (-Il, 

why the amendment is necessary, and cite 

the sections of the Master Plan to be 

amended. Master Plan amendments may 

include revisions to specific elements and 

the addition of new elements. 

fm Submit Application to Community
Im Development Department (COD) 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

The Community Development Department 

shall intake the application pursuant to the 

requirements of Sec. 16-72(d/. 

The Community Development Department 

shall provide public notice pursuant to the 

requirements of Sec. 16-72-(c/(2}. 

The Community Development Director, or 

their designee, shall set a date for public 

hearing before the Planning and Zoning 

Commission on the Master Plan 

amendment request within 28 days of 

receipt of a complete application. 

Vl 
,->, 
N<ll 

"'O 

x� 
"'O 

Vl 
Lli> ,- Cll 

"'O 

ra, COD Application Review

Application deemed complete J, 

II Public Notice by COD

� Planning and Zoning Hearing
� For recommendation to Council 

� County Council Hearing
� For final deos,on 

• Appeal Period

Comprehensive Plan Issued

.. 

. .

1 Application 
deemed 
incomplete 

The Community Development Department 

staff shall review the application, including 

any specific regulations applicable to 
LI"\� 

"'O 
Plan made publicly available on County website

a proposed adoption or amendment of a 

Master Plan, and forward a 

recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

g. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall conduct a public hearing on the application pursuant to

the requirements of Sec. 16-72(f/. The Commission shall make a recommendation to the County

Council pursuant to the Decision Criteria in Sec. 16-75-(c/(3/.

h. Following receipt of the Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation, the County Council shall

conduct a public hearing pursuant to the requirements of Sec. 16-72(f/. The County Council shall

approve, modify, or disapprove the proposed adoption or amendment, or shall vote to refer
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Revision-Jan2023 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Title: 

Project Address: 

Description: 

Check all application types, if applicable: 

 Administrative Deviation … $25 

 Administrative Wireless Telecommunication 

Facility 

 Comprehensive Plan Adoption & Amendment* 

 Conditional Use Permit* … $300 

 County Landmark or Historic District 

Adoption/Amendment* … $250 

 Development Plan* … $500 

 Major Development Plan Amendment* … $500 

 Minor Development Plan Amendment … $250 

 Summary Plat… $125 plus $10 / acre for non-        

residential   

 Sketch Plat, Subdivision*… $250 plus 

$175/lot (1-10 lots) 

$125/lot (11-30 lots) 

$75/lot (30+ lots) 

 Preliminary Plat, Subdivision* … $250 plus 

$175/lot (1-10 lots) 

$125/lot (11-30 lots) 

$75/lot (30+ lots) 

 Final Plat, Subdivision* … $250 plus 

$175/lot (1-10 lots) 

$125/lot (11-30 lots) 

$75/lot (30+ lots) 

 Landscaping Plan …$500 

 Lighting Plan …$500  

 Site Plan* … $500 plus 

$75 per/Million $ estimated construction cost 

 Major Site Plan Amendment* … $500 

 Minor Site Plan Amendment … $250 

 Major Zone Map Amendment* … $150 

No fee if initiated by County Council 

or County Manager 

 Minor Zone Map Amendment* … $150 

No fee if initiated by County Council 

or County Manager 

 Master Plans* (Major, Minor) 

 Temporary Use Permit … $25 

 Special Event Permit … $25 

 Text Amendment* … $150 

No fee if initiated by County Council 

or County Manager 

 Variance … $250 

No fee if application is a part of a Site Plan review 

 Wireless Telecommunication Facility* … $500 

 Major Historic Demolition* … $250 

 Major Historic Property Alteration  

       Certification* …$ 250 

* Application reviews require a pre-application meeting.

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 

QR: Ch. 16 
Development 

Code



Revision-Jan2023 

PROPERTY & OWNER INFORMATION 

Property 
Address: 

Address City State ZIP

Zoning District:  Lot Size - Acres / Sq. Ft.: 

Existing Structure(s) Sq. Ft.:  Lot Coverage: 

Property Owner(s) Name: 
Owner(s) Email: 

Owner(s) Phone(s)#: 

 Owner’s Address same as Property Address 

Owner(s) 
Address: 

Address City  State  ZIP 

APPLICANT / OWNER’S AGENT INFORMATION 

 Applicant is same as Owner 

Applicant Name: 

Applicant 
Address: 

Address City State ZIP

Applicant Email: 

Applicant Phone(s)#: 

ASSOCIATED APPLICATONS 
Application Type: 

Case Number: 

I hereby certify and affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the information I have provide in this application is true and 
accurate to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. [NMSA 1978, §30-25-1] 

Signature: Date: 

STAFF USE ONLY 
Date Received:  Staff: 

Case No.#:  Meeting Date: 

SUBMITTALS 

  Proof of Ownership or 
Letter of Authorization from Owner 

  Items from associated Application Checklist 

 Complete Application – Date: _____________ 
  Payment – Accepted upon verification of a complete    

application - Date: ____________ 



Applicants for all development application reviews must complete this checklist and submit it with the Development 
Application. Refer to the referenced code sections for additional information. Contact the Planning Division with 
questions regarding these requirements: planning@lacnm.us.  

PRE-APPLICATION MEETING 
Date Held: 

DESIGNATION TYPE 
 County Landmark 
 Historic District 

CONSENT

 Property Owner consent for nomination; or 
 Consent of the owners of at least 66% of the 
properties within the proposed district. 

JUSTIFICATION
How does the request meet the historical or 
architectural significance? 

DESCRIPTION 

Describe the historic or architectural feature to be 
preserved. 

ADDITIONAL SUBMITTALS
Based on staff’s review and Interdepartmental Review 
Committee’s recommendation – additional submittals 
may be required and will be communicated to the 
applicant by the assigned Case Manager. 

LANDMARK OR HISTORIC DISTRICT 
ADOPTION / AMENDMENT CHECKLIST

mailto:planning@lacnm.us


DECISION CRITERIA 16-75-(b)(3) 

a. Embodies an architectural style or method of construction dating from one or more significant historic
periods. Explain.

 Staff finds that this criterion has been met 

 Staff finds that this criterion has not been met – more information is needed 

b. Establishes a sense of time and place unique to Los Alamos County. Explain.

 Staff finds that this criterion has been met. 

 Staff finds that this criterion has not been met – More information is needed. 

c. Exemplifies or reflects the cultural, social, economic or political history of the nation, state or county. Explain.

 Staff finds that this criterion has been met 

 Staff finds that this criterion has not been met – more information is needed. 



d. Is associated with the lives of significant historical persons or events. Explain.

 Staff finds that this criterion has been met 
 Staff finds that this criterion has not been met – more information is needed 

e. Has the potential to preserve, display, or yield significant historic or archaeological information. Explain.

 Staff finds that this criterion has been met 

 Staff finds that this criterion has not been met – more information is needed 

f. Exists on the registry of the State or National Register or Historic Places. Provide information.

 Staff finds that this criterion has been met 

 Staff finds that this criterion has not been met – more information needed. 

Attach additional sheets, if needed. 



Ground Cover. Any landscaping material other than permanent hard surfaces (i.e., sidewalks, driveways, 
structures) which covers the natural earth. The definition includes living matter (plants) and non-living 
materials (rock outcroppings). 

Ground-Mounted Mechanical Equipment. Any mechanical equipment, appliance, device, ducting, or 
similar features located at finished grade. 

Group Care Facility. Any congregate residence or facility which provides room and board, programmatic 
services, care, or assistance for up to 8 persons that meet the definition of a handicapped person 
or another person protected against housing discrimination under the federal Fair Housing Act 
Amendments of 1988 (as amended). This use does not include halfway houses for persons in the criminal 

justice system or residential facilities to divert persons from the criminal justice system, nor does it include 
facilities for persons who require such services by reason of the effects of current alcohol or drug abuse. 

Group Residential Facility. Any congregate residence or facility which provides room and board, 
programmatic services, care, or assistance for up to 8 persons in the criminal justice system or residential 
facilities to divert persons from the criminal justice system or persons who require such services by reason 
of the effects of current alcohol or drug abuse. 

Heavy Vehicle and Equipment Sales, Rental, and Repair. An establishment primarily engaged in the sale, 
rental, repair or maintenance of motor vehicles, trailers, and similar mechanical equipment, including 
paint, upholstery, muffler, transmission work and major engine and engine part overhaul. 

Heavy Manufacturing. Industrial operations relying on the assembly, fabrication, or processing of goods 
and materials using processes that may include outdoor activities and ordinarily have greater impacts on 
the environment on the use and enjoyment of adjacent property in terms of truck traffic, railroad 
activities, noise, smoke, fumes, visual impact, odors, glare, or health and safety hazards, or that otherwise 
do not meet the definition of Light Manufacturing. Examples of this use include beverage bottling plants, 
tool and die shops, motor vehicle or heavy machinery assembly, carpet or furniture manufacturing, dairy 
works, ice works, metal fabrication, stonecutting, and food processing. Also see Artisan Manufacturing 
and Light Manufacturing. 

Hedge. A plant or series of plants or other landscape material arranged to form a physical barrier or 
enclosure. 

Height, Structure. The vertical distance between the highest point of any part of the structure and the 
natural grade or finish cut grade directly below that point, whichever is greater. If a structure is placed on 
fill, the depth of the fill is included in the height of the structure. If the natural grade is lowered in a cut, 
the depth of the cut is included In the height of the structure. 

High intensity discharge light source (HID): Light sources characterized by an arc tube or discharge 

capsule that produces light, with typical sources being metal halide, high pressure sodium and other similar 
types which are developed in accordance with accepted industry standards. 

High Mesopic. A combination of photopic and scotopic vision under low-light (but not necessarily dark) 
conditions measuring between .1 and .3 footcandles. 

Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB). The board established by Chapter 8 of the County Code and 
authorized by this article to make recommendations to the Planning and Zoning Commission and to County 
Council on proposed historic designations and projects affecting historic properties within the County. 

Historic District. An area within Los Alamos County that has been so designated by ordinance pursuant to 
the procedures outlined in this article and Sec. 16-9 Historic Protection Overlay Zone District /HP-0) and 
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mapped as an overlay zone district on the County's Official Zoning Map. 

Historic Landmark. An Individual building, structure, or site within Los Alamos County that has been so 
designated by ordinance pursuant to this article and mapped as an overlay zone district on the County's 
Officla I Zani ng Map. 

Historic Property. A Historic landmark or any property located within a Historic District, including all 
structures or improvements thereon, 

Historic Property Alteration Certificate. The official form issued under this article stating that proposed 
work on a historic property is compatible with the historic character of the property and therefore: 
(1) has been recommended for approval as appropriate and may be completed as specified in the
certificate subject to compliance with all local, State and Federal laws, as applicable; and (2) any building
permits or other construction-related permits regarding work specified in the certificate may be issued by
the Community Development Department or other regulatory department upon satisfaction of all
requirements for such permits.

Holiday Lighting. Temporary seasonal lighting installed and operated in connection with holidays or 
traditions. 

Home Business. A home occupation that employs more than one non-family member. Also see Home 
Occupation. 

Home Occupation. An activity that is carried on for commercial or philanthropic purposes in a residential 
dwelling unit by the resident, that employs no more than one person outside of the residents of the 

dwelling, and that is clearly secondary to the use of the structure as a residential dwelling. See also 
Dwelling, Live-work and Home Business. 

Hospital. An institution providing health services and medical or surgical care of the sick or injured, 
including as an integral part of the institution such related facilities as laboratories, outpatient 
departments, training facilities, central service facilities, and staff offices. 

Hotel or Motel. A premises in which sleeping accommodations are offered to the public and intended 
primarily for rental for temporary occupancy by persons on an overnight basis, not including "Bed and 
Breakfast." 

!DA, International Dark-Sky Association.

!ES. Illuminating Engineering Society,

llluminance. Measured in Footcandle (Fe). The density of light falling onto a surface. Commonly measured 
In the horizontal and vertical planes. 

Illuminated Sign. A sign characterized by the use of artificial light, including: 

Externally or indirectly illuminated sign. A sign that emits light from a source(s) located outside of the 
actual sign. 

Internally or directly illuminated sign. A sign that emits artificial light directly through any transparent or 
translucent material from a source located within or on the sign. This includes electronic message center 
signs. 

Improvement. Any construction made on property and intended to enhance its value, utility, or beauty, or 
to adapt it to new or further uses. 
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