
Submit Date: Apr 08, 2019

First Name Middle Initial Last Name

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Email Address

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

How did you learn of this Board/Commission vacancy?

Los Alamos County Boards & Commissions Application

General Information

All County Board and Commission members must be residents of Los Alamos County.

Once a resident fills out and submits this application, an interview is scheduled with the B&C's
County Council liaison, the relevant staff liaison, and the B&C Chair.  After the interviews, the
applicants' names are presented to the full Council during a regularly scheduled Council meeting,
where a vote is taken regarding the appointment of each applicant.  Each applicant will be notified if
they are appointed or not.

Only on-line applications will be considered.  

If you are interested in applying for the Board of Public Utilities, please contact Jamie Kephart at
505-662-8132.

If you are interested in applying for Labor Relations Board, please contact Denise Cassel at 505-
662-8047.

Profile

Board and Commision Application

Note:  Please be aware that as a public entity, the County of Los Alamos, is obligated to furnish this
information to the public if requested.  Note also that current LANL employees, if appointed to a
Board or Commission, may be required by LANL to complete a 701 form.

Party affiliation as registered: (Select one of the following) *

 Democrat 

Registered to vote in Los Alamos?

 Yes  No

Stephen J Tobin

word of mouth
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If yes, which one? (Los Alamos County law prohibits
residents from serving concurrently on more than one
County board except as expressly approved in writing by
the County Council before the appointment is made.)

Do you currently serve on any County Board or Commission?

 Yes  No

Interests & Experiences

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Board of Public Utilities: Submitted 

Why would you like to serve on this particular Board or Commission?

I would like to participate in my community in an activity where I have a genuine interest. I think the
manner in which our community operates the water, electrical, gas and waste systems is important. These
activities are at the interface between people and environment. It involves economics and technology. I
know I have a lot to learn and would enjoy the process of becoming educated so as to help formulate
good decisions for our community.

What volunteer or professional activities have you participated in that could apply to this
appointment?

I am an experienced researcher, having worked at LANL for 20 years as a technical staff member. I have
also been employed as a university lecturer in physics and a high school teacher. I lived in France for 4
years and Sweden for 2 years. I mention these re-locations because I gained first hand experience with
how these countries, and the local municipalities within which I lived, managed the utility needs of their
communities including how they heated their homes, managed waste, compost, internet service, public
transport, electricity generation, gas, etc. The case of Sweden is particularly interesting because the
Swedes have the lowest carbon footprint per capita among the developed economies of the world. In the
past year I have bean active in utility related matters. Of note, I participated in the March 3, 2019
informational meeting in Taos that was focused on learning how Kit Carson Electrical Cooperative and
Guzman Energy managed to transition the energy supply in the Taos region from coal to solar.
Furthermore, I have participated in small group meeting with individuals at both the LA County and at
LANL who participate in the day to day running of our electricity infrastructure.

The time involved may be 10-15 hours per month or more. Are you able to serve the
volunteer hours and attend training needed to perform your duties as an appointee?

Yes, I will be able to dedicate the necessary time.

What would you like to accomplish during your tenure on this Board or Commission?
(Please identify any special interests you have that led you to become interested in serving
on this Board or Commission.)

I am particularly impressed with the county goal of designing the operations of our county to be net
carbon neutral by 2040. It is a very important goal given worldwide human impact on the climate and a
very challenging one. I am generally interested in technological solutions, economics, communal decision
making. Many factors need to be considered to responsibly meet our basic needs while respecting the
environment and the pocketbook of our fellow citizens.
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Have you had any direct or indirect involvement with this Board or Commission or with the
County staff supporting this Board or Commission or County Councilors? If so, please
explain.

I have attended several meetings of the Public Utility Board in 2018 as discussions of the small modular
reactor electricity option have advanced. I also was a member in a group that meet with Steve Cummins
as a follow up to the March 3, 2019 Taos meeting.

Are there any issue or matters, financial or otherwise, that you are now or might become
involved in that may come before the Board or Commission for which you seek
appointment?

No

If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Lai at 505-663-3436 or barbara.lai@lacnm.us
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