
County of Los Alamos

Minutes

Transportation Board

David Hampton, Chair; Michael Altherr, Vice Chair; Karen Edwards; and Georgia Strickfaden, Members

5:30 PM 1000 Central Avenue, Council ChambersThursday, April 4, 2024

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

April 4, 2024, Transportation Board Meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M.

Present:

David Hampton, Chair

Michael Altherr, Vice Chair

Georgia Strickfaden

Karen Edwards 

Council Liaison:

Melanee Hand

Staff in attendance: 

Juan Rael, Public Works Director 

Louise Romero, Sr. Management Analyst

AV Support - Perry Rutherford

Members of the public in attendance:

Dr. Robert Bourque

Mr. Randal Pair

Lisa Hampton on Zoom

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The April 4, 2024, meeting agenda was approved as presented; motion 

passed unanimously. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

Dr. Robert Bourque commented on the issues at the North Mesa 

roundabout. 

Mr. Randal Pair commented on the traffic issues near the airport. 
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

18583-24 Approval of Minutes from the Los Alamos Transportation Board Meeting on 

March 7, 2024

A - Draft March 7, 2024 Transportation Board Meeting MinutesAttachments:

A motion was made by Member Edward seconded by Vice Chair Altherr 

that the March 7, 2024 meeting minutes be approved as presented; motion 

passed unanimously.

5. PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS (Action maybe taken on these

items)

18582-24 A Bus For Us - Inclusion of Blind and Low-Vision Customers in Public 
Transportation.

Presenter: Karen Edwards, Member of the Transportation Board

Member Karen Edwards is a member of the National Federation of the 

Blind in New Mexico and Canes and Canines of Los Alamos. 

Member Edwards grew up in Los Alamos and worked at LANL. She is now 

completely blind. Mobility is at the heart of the fears that we all harbor 

about blindness. 

Tools in the Toolbox:

· Smartphones

· Large print and magnification

· Braille and speech screen output

· White cane

· Dog guide

· Sighted guide

Navigation without eyesight challenges us to utilize our senses of hearing, 

touch, and smell to gather information around us, including even the 

bottoms of our feet. The blind utilize information those with eyesight may not 

note including sun position; the sound of traffic flow, aromas, rate/time 

walked, landmarks such as planters and poles, pavement changes and 

even GPS data. Whether a blind person uses a dog guide or white cane, 

he is the navigator. Dogs and canes are mobility aids. 
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Member Edwards also talked about the steps it takes to plan a trip and 

then taking a trip. 

She thanked the staff of Atomic City Transit for making it possible for blind 

and low vision customers to join the mainstream and to contribute to the 

world. 

The handout will be included with the meeting minutes. 

6. REPORTS & UPDATES

County Council Liaison ReportsA.

Councilor Hand mentioned the following:

1. At the March 22nd NCRTD meeting, discussion of potential impacts

to Los Alamos County regarding the possibility of GRT.

2. Presentation to Council on the LA Health Plan.

3. Legislative session, clean transportation and fuel standards.

4. Traffic impacts by Ted Wika with LANL.

Tickler: 

1. Budget hearings will be held in late April.

2. Bike Month Proclamation

3. Public Works Week.

Chair's ReportB.

An interview was conducted for a new T-Board member, the item is on the 

April 9th Council meeting agenda for approval. 

Board Member ReportsC.

Member Strickfaden- The Tourism Implementation Task Force has been 

reorganized; the task force will meet quarterly with the Lodgers Tax Board. 

Vice Chair Altherr- Review future agenda items list. 

Member Edwards- Is there funding for the additional work on the parcel at 

19th Street?
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Staff ReportD.

18584-24 Public Works Staff Report - March 2024

A – Public Works Staff Report – March 2024Attachments:

Juan Rael, Public Works Director provided the following update:

1. Bike to Work on May 16th.

2. Airport Manager recruitment, interview have been conducted.

3. DP Road Phase II has been approved by Council.

4. Construction projects in progress- Loma Linda, Rose Street, Urban Trail,

Fuel Farm and the Golf Course improvements.

7. NEXT MEETING/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

· Presentation and Adoption of Mid-Block Crossing Policy (May)

· Denver Steels Phase II Roadway & Utilities Improvements Project (May)

· Transit Center Preliminary Planning Efforts (May)

· Bicycle Safety Group Update (TBD)

· Open Meetings Act Presentation (TBD)

· Public Works Design & Construction Standards (TBD)

· Revisit Bike and Pedestrian Plans (TBD)

· Presentation by LA Public Schools Superintendent (TBD)

· Presentation by Eric Peterson (TBD)

8. ADJOURNMENT

The Transportation Board meeting adjourned at 7:05 P.M.
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