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* Note – These minutes are not the 
official minutes and are subject to 
approval by the County Council. 
 

County of Los Alamos 
 

Minutes 
 

County Council – Special Session  
 
 

Randall Ryti, Council Chair, Denise Derkacs, Council Vice-Chair, 
Melanee Hand, David Izraelevitz, Keith Lepsch, David Reagor, and Sara Scott, 

Councilors 

August 1, 5, & 19, 2022 1:00 PM                         Council Chambers – 1000 Central Avenue              
 

 
1. OPENING/ROLL CALL 
 

The Council Chair, Randall Ryti, called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. 
 
Councilor Lepsch arrived at the meeting during the discussion of Item 3 at 1:05 p.m. 
 

The following Councilors were in attendance: 
 

Present:  5 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Lepsch and 
Councilor Scott 

 
Remote:  2 - Councilor Izraelevitz and Councilor Reagor 

 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Hand, that the agenda be 
approved as presented. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Izraelevitz,  
 Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Scott 

 
Absent:  1 - Councilor Lepsch 

 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 
A. CASE NO. APL-2020-0020. An appeal to the Los Alamos County Council of the Planning and Zoning 

Commission's revised Final Order approving applications, Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law in the 
matter of CASE No. SUP-2022-0020 Denise Matthews, dba Worms and Wildflowers Daycare, seeking Special 
Use Permit approval for a daycare facility to provide care, services, and supervision for a maximum of 12 
children at her residence addressed as 113 B La Senda Rd., & CASE No. SUP-2022-0021 Denise Matthews, 
dba Worms and Wildflowers Daycare, seeking Special Use Permit approval for a Home Business, to employ 
more than one non-family member for a daycare facility to be located at 113 B LA SENDA RD. The property, 
LSA03024A, is within the La Senda Subdivision and zoned Residential-Agriculture (R-A) 
 
Councilor Ryti outlined the procedure for the hearing. 
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Councilor Ryti identified the parties involved in the hearing: Denise Matthews as the Appellee, and Patricia 
Thames, David North, Akkana Peck, Leslie Di Leva, Lynne M. Johnson, Mikkel B. Johnson, Marilyn K. Smith, 
Barham W. Smith, David L. Paulson, Anne M. Paulson, Fredrick J. Berl, Theresa K. Berl, Phillip D. Noll, 
Monica D. Noll, William M. Hodgson, Susan Mary Hudgson, Vicki B. Cobble, and Mark Potacki as the 
Appellants, and the Community Development Department (CDD) represented by CDD staff. 

 
Councilor Ryti called for Council Disclosure: 
1. Does any councilor have a potential conflict of interest in this case? 

None. 
2. Has any Councilor received any ex parte communication regarding this case?  

Councilors Scott, Ryti, Derkacs, and Izraelevitz disclosed. 
3. Has any Councilor reached a decision on the merits of this case as a result of the ex parte 

communication? 
None. 

 
Councilor Ryti provided an overview of how the hearing will proceed. 

 
Councilor Ryti called for Appellants to present a three-minute statement. 
 
Mr. David M. North, 111 La Senda Road, spoke. 
Ms. Akkanna Peck, 111 La Senda Road, spoke.  
Ms. Marilyn K. Smith, 116 La Senda Road, spoke and read Mr. Phillip D. Noll, Ms. Monica Noll, Mr. David 
Paulson, and Ms. Anna Paulson statements into the record. 
Ms. Patricia Thames, 115 La Senda Road, spoke. 
 
Councilor Ryti called for Appellee to present a three-minute statement. 
 
Ms. Denise Matthews, 113 La Senda Road, spoke. 

  
Mr. Alvin Leaphart, County Attorney, spoke.  
 
Councilor Ryti called for Council questions. 
 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Derkacs, that the County 
Council enter into closed session pursuant to NMSA 1978 10-15-1(H)(3) for deliberations in 
connection with this administrative adjudicatory proceeding. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  7 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Izraelevitz,  
 Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Scott 
 
 

RECESS 
Council recessed into closed session at 2:10 p.m.  Council returned from closed session at 4:28 p.m.  
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A motion was made by Councilor Derkacs, seconded by Councilor Scott, that the County 
Council exit its closed session, and further moved that the following statement be entered 
into the record:  the matters discussed in the closed session were limited to those specified 
in the motion for closure. She also noted that Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Lepsch, and 
Councilor Reagor were present for the entire closed session on zoom.  

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  5 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Lepsch, and 
Councilor Scott 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor Reagor and Councilor Izraelevitz 
 
 

Councilor Ryti noted that Councilor Izraelevitz and Councilor Reagor were currently not in attendance remotely. 
 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Derkacs, that this County 
Council Special Session regarding public hearing of CASE NO. APL-2020-0020 is recessed 
until Friday August 5th at 10:30 a.m. 
 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  5 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Lepsch, and 
Councilor Scott 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor Reagor and Councilor Izraelevitz 
 
 
RECESS 
Councilor Scott called for a recess at 4:30 p.m. to be reconvened at 10:30 a.m., Friday, August 5, 2022. 
 
 
Friday, August 5, 2022 
 
 

1. OPENING/ROLL CALL 
 

The Council Chair, Randall Ryti, called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. 
 

The following Councilors were in attendance: 
 

Present:  5 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Lepsch, and 
Councilor Scott 

 
 Absent:  2 - Councilor Izraelevitz and Councilor Reagor 
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A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Derkacs, that the August 1st 
County Council Special Session regarding public hearing of CASE NO. APL-2020-0020 is 
recessed until Friday August 19th at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The motion passed by acclamation with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  5 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Lepsch, and 
Councilor Scott 
 

Absent: 2 - Councilor Reagor and Councilor Izraelevitz 
 
 

RECESS 
Councilor Scott called for a recess at 10:34 a.m. to be reconvened at 9:00 a.m., Friday, August 19, 2022. 
 
                                         
Friday, August 19, 2022 
 
 
1. OPENING/ROLL CALL 
       

The Council Chair, Randall Ryti, called the meeting to order at 9:02 p.m. 
 
Councilor Reagor arrived at the meeting during the discussion of Item 3.B at 9:04 p.m. 
 

 
The following Councilors were in attendance: 
 

Present:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Izraelevitz, 
Councilor Lepsch, and Councilor Scott 

 
Remote:  1 - Councilor Reagor 
 
 

3.  PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

B. Closed Session for Deliberations of a Public Body in Connection with an Administrative Adjudicatory 
Proceeding Pursuant to NMSA § 10-51-1 (H) (3) 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Derkacs, that the County 
Council enter into closed session pursuant to NMSA 1978 10-15-1(H)(3) for deliberations in 
connection with this administrative adjudicatory proceeding. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 

Yes:  7 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Izraelevitz,  
 Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Scott 

 
 
RECESS 
Council recessed into closed session at 9:07 a.m.  Council returned from closed session at 2:06 p.m.  
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A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Izraelevitz, that the County 
Council exit its closed session; she further moved that the following statement be entered 
into the record:  the matters discussed in the closed session were limited to those specified 
in the motion for closure.  

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  7 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Derkacs, Councilor Hand, Councilor Izraelevitz,  

 Councilor Lepsch, Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Scott 
 

C. Possible Final Action on this Proceeding 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Izraelevitz, that Council find 
that the decision of the planning and zoning commission was in accordance with adopted 
county plans, policies, and ordnances and that the fact upon which the decision was based 
or supported by the record and that the decision was not arbitrary capricious or a manifest 
abuse of discretion; she further moved that council affirm the decision of the planning and 
zoning commission in case number SUP-2022-0020 and case SUP-2022-0021 by approving 
the order of the county Council on applications SUP-2022-0020 and SUP-2022-0021 and she 
further moved to authorize the Chair to sign this order and enter the order into the record.  

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 

 
Yes:  6 - Councilor Ryti, Councilor Hand, Councilor Izraelevitz, Councilor Lepsch, 

Councilor Reagor, and Councilor Scott 
 

  No:    1 -  Councilor Derkacs 
 

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 2:12 p.m. 
 

INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS 
 
 
         

Randall T. Ryti, Council Chair 
   

Attest:  
 
 
         

Naomi D. Maestas, County Clerk  
 
 
Meeting Transcribed By: Victoria N. Montoya, Senior Deputy Clerk  
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