
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Title: The Rock

Project Address: 118 NM-4, White Rock, NM 87504 

Description: 

ALAM@S 
Community Development-Planning 

1000 Central Ave, Suite 150 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

505.662.8120 

planning@lacnm.us 

Interior renovation of an existing restaurant, adding a new outdoor patio, and incorporating an incidental 
interior retail area (344 sf) for local vendors, and an incidental Laundromat (291 sf.) 

Check all application types, if applicable: 

D Administrative Deviation ... $25 

D Administrative Wireless Telecom ... $250 
D Encroachment Permit .. , $25 
D Temporary Use Permit ... $25 

D Comprehensive Plan Adoption & 
Amendment* ... $250 

D Conditional Use Permit* ... $300 

D County Landmark or Historic District 

Adoption/Amendment* ... $250 

D Development Plan* ... $500 

D Major Development Plan Amendment* ... $500 

D Minor Development Plan Amendment ... $250 

D Summary Plat... $100 plus $25 Jot; $10 I acre for 

non-residential 

D Sketch Plat, Subdivision* ... $250 plus 

$1751/ot (1-10 Jots) 

$1251/ot (11-30 Jots) 

$751/ot (30+ Jots) 

D Preliminary Plat, Subdivision* ... $250 plus 

$1751/ot (1-10 Jots) 

$1251/ot (11-30 Jots) 

$751/ot (30+ Jots) 

D Final Plat, Subdivision* ... $250 plus 

$1751/ot (1-10 Jots) 

$1251/ot (11-30 Jots) 

$751/ot (30+ Jots) 

D Landscaping Plan ... $500 

D Lighting Plan ... $500 

� Site Plan* ... $500 plus 

$75 per/Million $ estimated construction cost 

Estimated Construction Cost: $868,000
D Major Site Plan Amendment* ... $500 

D Minor Site Plan Amendment ... $250 

D Major Zone Map Amendment* ... $500 (+$25/acre)

No fee if initiated by County Council 

or County Manager 

D Minor Zone Map Amendment* ... $500 (+$25/acre) 

No fee if initiated by County Council 

or County Manager 

D Master Plans* (Major, Minor) ... $250 
D Text Amendment* ... $150 

No fee if initiated by County Council 

or County Manager 

D Variance ... $250 

No fee if application is a part of a Site Plan review 

D Administrative Wireless Telecommunication 
Facility ... $250 

D Discretionary Wireless Telecommunication 

Facility* ... $500 

D Small Wireless Facility ... $250 

D Major Historic Demolition* ... $250 

D Major Historic Property Alteration 

Certification* ... $250 

D Minor Historic Property Alteration Certificate ... $250 

* Application reviews require a pre-application meeting.
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May be required per Table 50 of Development Code: 

D Grading and Erosion Control Plans 

D Stormwater Drainage Report 

D Traffic Generation Report 

D Utility Capacity Analysis Report 

D Soils Report 

mittee's recommendation - additional submittals may be 

ssigned Case Manager. 

a. The Site Plan substantially conforms to the intent and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and other adopted

County policies and plans. Explain.

The proposed project is a Restaurant I bar, falling into the Commercial/Office Future Land Use 
Category. The site is identified on the Future Land Use Map as Commercial/Office, so the 

project is in compliance with the Future Land Use Map. 

The project works to revitalize a blighted property in Downtown White Rock, creating a new 

destination for food and entertainment that will serve locals and tourists alike. 

This project is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan's core themes (pages 77, 81, and 

82), Future Land Use (page 107, 112), and Strategic Leadership Goals (page 118.) 

D Staff finds that this criterion has been met 

D Staff finds that this criterion has not been met - more information is needed

b. If the subject property is within an approved Master Plan, the Site Plan is in conformance with any relevant

standards in the Master Plan. Explain.

_White Rock Town Center Master Plan Section 2-5.111(8) notes that "Entertainment venues are 
_ currently in short supply within the White Rock Town Center," and that often entertainment 
venues become anchor amenities that draw people to a center and provide the catalyst for the 
reinvigoration of the area." 

The Rock provides an entertainment venue as well as Food and Drink opportunities. 

The proposed site plan is in conformance with the vision laid out in White Rock Town Center 

Master Plan sections 2-5.111(8), 2-5.lll(G), 2-6.11(8); and best practice 1-11.1. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D Staff finds that this criterion has been met 

D Staff finds that this criterion has not been met - more information is needed

Revision-Jan2023 Code Reference: 16-74 (i) 
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Per 16-27 the project does not meet conditions (a) [new construction] or (c) [expansion]. Condition (b) applies when there is a change in use or 

occupancy of a building that requires more parking, however the uses for the small retail area and the laundromat require less parking than the existing 

Restaurant use. 

LANDSCAPING -ARTICLE IV, DIVISION 4

Does not apply 

Per 16-37 the provisions only apply to conditions (a) [new construction] and (b) [expansion of 25% or more floor area], neither of which apply to this 
alteration project. 

NEIGHBORHOOD PROTECTION STANDARDS-ART/CLE IV, DIVISION 5 

Does not apply 

Per 16-20(g) and 16-42 division 5 applies if the zone district lot abuts a low-density residential lot, but every lot bounding The Rock is zoned WRTC. 

OUTDOOR LIGHTING -ARTICLE IV, DIVISION 6 

Complies 

Both the existing parking lot lighting and the existing building mounted site lighting were already installed and in use before the Development Code 

became effective on January 23, 2023. The site plan indicates that this existing outdoor lighting is to remain in use as legal nonconforming. 

The site plan is showing the addition of festoon lighting over the new patio and food truck areas. The festoon lighting has a color temperature of 27001<; 

each individual bulb is shielded by an STL-SCP canopy to prevent uplight, and the festoon lighting will be turned off when the business closes. 

5. Parking Data 

Please see the attached site plan where the parking calcs have been broken out.

Please confirm receipt, and please let us know if there is anything else that you need in order to move forward. 

Thank you Desirae! 

james hart I project architect I ncarb I leed ap bd+c 
vega architecture lie oo:gaarchitecture com) 
I/ 303.872.0487 x111 

d / 720.772.3303 
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199 Central Park Square / P.O. Box 1413 

Los Alamos NM 87544 

ADDRESS 

303.872.0487 

TEL 

vegaarchitecture.com 

URL  

page 

1 / 1 

 

vega 

Desirae J. Lujan  

Senior Planner 

Los Alamos County 

1000 Central Ave, Suite 150 

Los Alamos, NM  87544 

 

03.18.2026 

 

Site Plan Review Comment Responses 

The Rock 
 

Regarding the Site Plan Submittal comments received via email on February 27, 2026, Vega has 

addressed the comments in the following ways: 

 

Fire hydrant access conflict with parking 

Parking spaces #1 and 2 have been marked as “no parking.” The parking spaces numbers have been 

updated, and the parking calculations have been updated accordingly. 

 

The proposed deck and food trucks alter circulation and may affect access 

Former parking spaces 49, 50, and 51 have been converted to “no parking.” The parking calculations 

have been updated accordingly. 

 

Refuse enclosures must meet design guideline standards 

The existing enclosure is to remain in service with no proposed changes. The existing enclosure is 

currently screened by landscape.  

 

Structures cannot be constructed over utility infrastructure or easements. The proposed deck occupies 

a utility easement and obstructs a wastewater line 

The removable deck has been reduced in size to avoid the easement. 

  

Electrical service for EV charging (parking spaces 41–44) 

Acknowledged. It should be noted that in addition to the EV charging spaces mentioned in the 

comment (previously parking spaces 41-44, now relabeled as parking spaces 39-42), EV charging is 

also provided at HC parking spot 37. 

 

Proposed work extends north beyond the development property line onto county property 

The owner will apply for an Encroachment Permit. 

 

Given the other comments above which will impact parking, please recalculate required accessible 

parking spaces 

Per IBC (2021) Table 1106.2, for 46 parking spaces, 3 accessible parking spaces are required, of 

which one must be a van parking space. In addition to the two accessible parking spaces previously 

shown, one additional accessible van parking space has been provided at parking space #1. Please 

see the site plan. 

 

 

Please don’t hesitate to email or call if you have any questions. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

James Hart 

Project Architect 

Vega Architecture 

james@vegaarchitecture.com 

303.872.0487 x111 
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